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Café Terrace in Sakaigawa River 
Café Terrace in Sakaigawa River 2014 will be held by the Sakaigawa River, which flows through the center of Urayasu City. 
Along with a café terrace located along the Sakaigawa River, there will be vendors from Urayasu hotels offering world-class top 

gourmet food and a yomeiri-bune (bride’s boat) event with an actual wedding couple riding the hand-rowed boat along the river.
Inquiries: Commerce Industry and Tourism Section 

Let’s Grow a Green Wall!
Do all of you know what a “Green Wall” is?

Green walls are made of vine-like plants, such as morning glories and bitter gourds. It is said that green 
walls are good for conserving electricity in the summer and are an effective way of alleviating the heat-
island phenomenon. Vine-like plants grow quickly and can be enjoyed for their flowers and fruit.

Why not enjoy growing a green wall, which is also an effective way of conserving electricity?
Inquiries: Parks & Public Areas Section

The Green Network (Urayasu City greenifica-
tion volunteer group) will conduct a special event 
explaining how to make and grow a green wall and 
a sale of bitter gourd and morning glory seedlings 
(two pots for ¥100).

○Date, Time, and Location:
1) May 17 (Sat.), 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the rotary in 

front of Urayasu Station on the Tozai Line.
 Note: Will be postponed until May 18 (Sun.) if 

it rains.
2) May 24 (Sat.), 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Shin-

Urayasu Station South Exit Deck 2F.
 Note: Will be cancelled in inclement weather.

○For both events: No reservations are required. 
Simply come to the site on the day of the event. 
Seedlings will be distributed while supplies last.
Inquiries: Mr. Goto (Green Network), Tel: 352-
6778

○Effects of a Green Wall
•	Acts as a shade from the sun
•	Since it lowers the temperature of the building, 

it reduces air conditioner usage in the summer
•	The plants absorb carbon dioxide (CO₂)
•	Plants are relaxing and soften people’s hearts
•	There is joy in growing plants

○How to Grow a Green Wall
Plant vine-like plants in a planter (pot), and 

place a net along a window or the wall of the 
building so that the plant climbs up the net.

○Common Vine-like Plants That Can Be Used for Green Walls
Plants with Flowers Plants That Bear Fruit

Morning glories
The flowers bloom 
into cone shapes, 
and there are various 
colors, such as blue 
and purple.

Cypress vines (star glories)
The flowers bloom into star 
shapes measuring about two 
centimeters in diameter.

 Bitter gourd (Goya)
The fruit can be eaten.

Cluster gourd
The gourds 
are used for 
creating crafted 
products, such as 
containers.

Balloon vine
Small, white flowers with a 
little green blended in bloom, 
and later, the vine bears fruits 
shaped like paper balloons.

Loofah
The fruit is long and 
shaped like a big 
cucumber.

Green Wall PR Events

Date and Time: May 24 (Sat.) and 25 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Urayasu City Hall area and Sakaigawa River area (from 
Akebonobashi Bridge to Egawabashi Bridge)

Yomeiri-bune (Bride’s Boat): 
 May 24 (Sat.) and 25 (Sun.), 10 p.m. to 4 p.m.

How to Get There: 
•	A 15-minute walk from Shin-Urayasu Station on the Keiyo Line
•	A 20-minute walk from Urayasu Station on the Tozai Line
•	Take a No. 6 or No. 7 bus and get off at the Shiyakusho-mae or 

Shiyakusho Higashi-guchi bus stop. 
•	Take the Osampo Bus Iryo Center Line and get off at the 

Shiyakusho/Bunka Kaikan bus stop.
•	Take the Osampo Bus Maihama Line and get off at the 

Shiyakusho/Kenko Center bus stop.
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

No. 204  May 1, 2014

●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for May

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

The Arrival of Spring and Global Warming

On Tuesday, March 18, I woke up to an 
unusual bird song.

I listened carefully for a while, and 
when I heard it again, I realized, to my 
amazement, that it was actually the cute 
and refreshing call of a bush warbler.

It probably perched itself on a plum tree 
in the neighborhood and began to sing, en-
couraged by the breath of spring that had 
finally arrived. What a luxurious morning I 
was blessed with, to be awoken by the first 
song of a bush warbler.

There is an ancient Japanese saying, 
“the heat and the cold only last until the 
equinox.” This day just happened to be the 
beginning of the equinoctial week, during 
which there were three cold days followed 
by four warm days and a sense that we 
may have finally passed the days of sea-
sonal transition. A warm southern breeze 
had been blowing since the morning, and 
the Meteorological Agency announced that 
it was the first south wind of spring. The 
blooming of the sample tree used by the 
Meteorological Agency at Yasukuni Jinja 
Shrine was March 25, nine days later than 
last year, and since it was announced that 
the estimated date of the full bloom would 
be April 1, people in our city soon grew 
very excited with talks and plans of flower-
viewing.

As was evident from the late blooming 
of the cherry blossoms, the cold weather 
this past winter was especially severe. In 
particular, there were incidents of record-
breaking snowfall. It was difficult for me, 
as I hate cold weather, but in February, my 
heart was soothed by the plum blossoms 
in the city, which are said to be the king of 
flowers. 

In the beginning of March, even as the 
weather was very unstable, with three cold 
days followed by four warm days, I could 
feel that spring was finally coming, but 
I feel that it has been a long time since I 
was able to have such a clear sense of the 
changing seasons.

Global warming is a serious issue 
around the world. Due to its influence, 
we are seeing extremes on both sides of 
the weather spectrum, with extremely hot 
summers and severely cold winters. Just as 
I was secretly worrying that “at this rate, 
we may lose the four seasons, which are 
the very foundation of Japanese culture,” 
I heard the first song of the bush warbler, 
and since it coincided with the first south 
wind of spring, I was all the more deeply 
moved.

On the final day of the first municipal 
assembly session on Monday, March 24, 
we were able to make final decisions re-
garding the budget for FY2014, and quite 
a few policies and programs related to 

global warming were included.
One of them was the installation of air 

conditioners in municipal elementary and 
junior high school gymnasiums.

The reason we made this decision was 
because of the record-breaking heat of July 
and August, which was over 40 degrees 
(a temperature that is hotter than normal 
body temperature), the intense lingering 
summer heat from September to mid-
October, and the cold wave that brought 
the record-breaking snowfall. The extreme 
weather can no longer be dealt with simply 
with a die-hard spirit, spiritualism, or an 
improvement of personal lifestyle. In fact, 
we have had school children faint from 
exercising in gymnasiums that were hotter 
than 40 degrees. We feel that it has finally 
come to the point where the weather can 
have a dangerous effect on people’s health.

About half of the Board of Education 
and school principals seemed to feel that 
there was nothing that could be done about 
the situation. Ultimately, I went to the 
actual schools, and after observing and lis-
tening to what was going on, we decided 
that we needed to take action. We were 
able to come up with an appropriate bud-
get after long and deep discussions.

Of course, there were various problems 
to consider, such as the significant cost of 
installation, the running cost, and the emis-
sion of carbon dioxide. However, we have 
installed the air conditioners on a rental ba-
sis, and we are working on improving the 
harsh environment that surrounds our chil-
dren. As there are predictions that a major 
earthquake will hit Tokyo directly, we have 
no other land that can serve as evacuation 
sites. Thus, we feel that the installation 
of air conditioners in the gymnasiums of 
elementary and junior high schools, which 
are designated as evacuation sites in our 
community disaster prevention plan, is 
necessary and unavoidable. 

The memory of the major snowfall 
of February 8 is still fresh in my mind. 
Since many people were stranded in our 
city with no means of returning home, we 
quickly opened Chuo Kominkan (Public 
Hall) to serve as an evacuation site. The air 
conditioners we just installed in the gym-
nasiums last year ultimately helped to save 
over 600 people from the bitter cold. 

Ahead of other cities, Urayasu City 
has completed the installation of air 
conditioners in the childcare rooms of 
nursery schools and kindergartens and the 
classrooms of elementary and junior high 
schools. We will also continue to vigilantly 
promote countermeasures in response to 
abnormal weather and preparations for 
emergencies.

■Urayasu International 
Friendship Association (UIFA) 
Exchange Gathering
Date and Time: May 17 (Sat.), 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Culture Hall
Eligibility: Those who are interested in UIFA 
activities; 50 people, on a first-come, first-served 
basis
Program: Explanation of the commemorative 
event to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
Sister City Agreement, Friendship Messengers 
to Orlando (tentatively scheduled for early 
February), and friendly exchanges with UIFA 
members.
Application: Apply with the UIFA Office (Tel: 
381-5931; uifa@uifa-urayasu.jp) by telephone 
or by e-mail (please provide your name and 
telephone number).
Inquiries: UIFA Office (Local Network Section)

■Suigo Sawara Iris Festival and 
Michi-no Eki Kurimoto Harvest 
Experience Bus Tour
Date and Time: June 7 (Sat.), 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Note: Will be held even if it rains.
Location: Michi-no Eki Kurimoto (Katori City)
Eligibility: Those who live in Urayasu City; 50 
people (a lottery will be held if the number of 
applications exceeds the capacity)
Program: Iris Festival, watching the yomeiri-bune 
(bride’s boat), experience harvesting potatoes, 
etc.
Fee: ¥2,000 (elementary and junior high school 
students: ¥1,700; preschoolers: ¥100)
Note: Includes admission, lunch and insurance.
Application: Apply with the Commerce Industry 
and Tourism Section (Urayasu City Hall 279-
8501; houkoukankou@city.urayasu.lg.jp) by 
postcard or by e-mail (please provide the names 
[with furigana], addresses, ages, dates of birth 
and telephone numbers of all the participants) 
no later than May 16 (Fri.) (must be received by 
this date)
Note: One application per group
Inquiries: Commerce Industry and Tourism 
Section 

■The Procedures for Using the 
Traffic Park Parking Lot Will 
Change

In order to enforce the two-hour time limit 
for the Traffic Park parking lot, a parking ticket 

will be issued at the parking lot entrance. Please 
follow the rules and only use the parking lot 
within the time limit.

In addition, lining up on the street to wait 
to enter the parking lot is not permitted. We 
appreciate your understanding and cooperation.
Inquiries: Traffic Park, Tel: 351-4083

■Used Cooking Oil and Old 
Clothes and Rags Collection 
Dates
Date, Time, and Location: Even-numbered 
months: 2nd Sunday of the month, Urayasu 
City Hall Main Bldg. 1F, and your local kominkan 
(public hall) 
Odd-numbered months: 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, Urayasu City Hall
Note: The collection time is always from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.
Eligibility: Used cooking oil from households, 
old clothes (excluding leather items, futons 
containing cotton or down, and down jackets), 
and rags 
Notes: 1. Soap made from used kitchen oil 
will be given to those who cooperate in the 
collection of used cooking oil.
2. Please br ing old clothes and rags in a 
transparent bag after you have washed and 
dried them.
Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section

■Child-Raising Sukoyaka Plaza 
A kindergarten will be made open to the 

public and childcare workers will organize 
games so children and parents can have friendly 
exchanges.
Date, Time, and Location: Please view the 
Urayasu City website.
Note: The time is always from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.
Eligibility: Niko-Niko Land: Preschoolers and 
their parents; Waku-Waku Land: 3-year-olds 
(those born between April 2, 2010 and April 1, 
2011) and their parents 
Program: Niko-Niko Land: A place where 
families can have friendly exchanges with each 
other, mainly by playing house and playing with 
blocks; Waku-Waku Land: Group games, rhythm 
games, storytelling, and friendly exchanges with 
children who attend kindergarten 
What to Bring: Indoor gym shoes

Urayasu International Friendship Association (UIFA) provides a Japanese language program. 
It’s a once-a-week, 90-minute private lesson for beginners. Tuition for one term of six months 
(April to September or October to March) is ¥1,800 paid in advance at the time of application.

A new registrant who wants to start in the middle of the term should pay a monthly-calcu-
lated tuition (¥300 a month). Application forms are available at the Local Network Section on 
the fourth floor of the Urayasu City Hall. Current vacancies are shown below. Sign-ups are on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

For up-to-date information, please look at the UIFA homepage or contact the City Hall.

Classes and Vacancies (as of 15 April 2014) 

Class Location Time Vacancy

Monday morning Urayasu International Center 10:00–11:30 a.m. 3

Monday night Tomioka Kominkan (Public Hall) 7:00–8:30 p.m. 1

Wednesday afternoon Urayasu International Center 1:00–2:30 p.m. 1

Note: Urayasu International Center is located on the second floor of Shin-Urayasu II Mare.

Invitation to Japanese Language Program
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