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Don’t Throw Them Away!
Recycle Items You No Longer Need

This is the time of year when we change clothes according to the season. 
When you sort through your clothes for the change of seasons, do you find some 
that you no longer wear? If you throw away these clothes, they simply turn into 
garbage. However, you can reuse or recycle these items by making use of the 
used-clothes and old-cloth collection conducted by Urayasu City at City Hall 
Main Building or your local kominkan (public hall), or the recycling programs 
conducted by local community associations and children’s clubs.

Thanks to the cooperation of all Urayasu City residents, the amount of garbage 

in our city is decreasing. However, to achieve a recycling society that places only 
a light burden on the environment, it is important to continue organizing programs 
that encourage reducing garbage and recycling available resources. 

May 30 is Garbage-Free Day. In this issue, we will describe recycling and 
garbage-reduction techniques that can be easily practiced. We would appreciate 
everyone’s cooperation. 

Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section

Procedures for Reuse and Recycling Programs

Collection of  
Used Kitchen Oil and 

Used Clothes and Cloth

Jumin Hall (Urayasu City Hall Main Bldg. 1F) 
and at local kominkan (public halls)

Date
and

Time

Location

2nd Sunday of even-numbered months and 
2nd Wednesday of odd-numbered months, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Note: Kominkan (public halls) conduct collections during 
even-numbered months only.

Used Clothes 
and 

Old Cloth

Used
Kitchen Oil

Used Clothes 
Collection

Used Kitchen Oil 
Collection

Making Soap at 
Soap Factories

Used Kitchen Oil Soap Is Made

Sorted at Textile 
Factories

Items that cannot be worn are 
turned into cleaning rags.

Items that can be 
worn are exported 
overseas for reuse.

Sorting of “items that can be worn” and 
“items that cannot be worn” Impurities are removed and 

used kitchen oil is added.

People who bring used kitchen oil on the 
collection day can receive “Venous soap,” 
which is made of used kitchen oil and which 
can be used for housecleaning and laundry. 

Note: There are also collection boxes at Urayasu City Hall and local kominkan (public halls) for paper and beverage packagings, including milk cartons, white polystyrene 
foam trays, and paper containers and wrappings such as confectionery boxes.
After collection, these items are turned into plastic products such as CD cases or new paper containers or toilet paper.
The recycling activities described here are only a few examples. For more information, see the Urayasu City website and Venous News. 

The United Nations established World Environment Day to 
commemorate the Conference on the Human Environment, which was held 
in Stockholm on June 5, 1972. Japan has declared June to be Environment 
Month, with national and local governments conducting various programs. 

●Environment Fair
Striving to Achieve a Low-Carbon Society! Connecting Everyone’s 
“Ecocoro” Towards the Future

Urayasu City holds an annual Environment Fair in June to celebrate 
Environment Month.

The theme for this year is, “Striving to Achieve a Low-Carbon Society! 
Connecting Everyone’s Ecocoro Towards the Future.” Ecocoro is a 
newly coined word composed of eco (as in ecology) and kokoro, which 
means heart, with the intention of bearing in mind the importance of the 
environment and the power to demonstrate these values in a concrete 
way. Why not discover your own Ecocoro at the Environment Fair to help 
achieve a low-carbon society?
Date and Time: June 22 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Shin-Urayasu Station Plaza 
Inquiries: Environmental Preservation Section 

Let’s Reduce Garbage
It is important to drain water from kitchen waste.

About 80 percent of kitchen waste is water. Draining the water makes a big 
difference in the amount of garbage produced.

First of all, don’t get the waste wet.
Wash vegetables after peeling them. Place peels directly in the garbage can.

Use a draining net and wring the waste of moisture.
Use a draining net in a triangular kitchen wastebasket or in the kitchen drain, and 
wring it of moisture before disposal.

Dry items before disposal.
If you wrap kitchen waste that has been lightly drained of moisture in a newspaper to dry, it keeps 
garbage from smelling until the following day.

Point

1
Point

2
Point

3

Crush PET Bottles Before Disposal!
PET bottles are light and very convenient for carrying liquids. However, if 

you dispose of them for recycling just as they are, the amount of space they 
take up includes the air inside. This is not efficient!

When recycling PET bottles, crush them so they become as small as 
possible. This allows for more bottles to be 
piled together when transporting them by truck, 
which is more efficient and also reduces CO2. 

In addition, please remove the caps and 
labels from PET bottles before disposal. Caps 
and labels can be disposed of as combustible 
garbage.

Environment Day and Environment Month
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for June

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

Spring Is in Full Bloom!
While we have had changeable weather 

conditions recently, spring could finally be 
felt right before Golden Week.

This year, we were able to enjoy cherry 
blossoms in full bloom until the entrance 
ceremony for junior high schools in the city 
on April 9.

Among the cherry blossoms in our city, 
the yaezakura (double-flowered variety) 
near Urayasu City Hall bloomed a little lat-
er than the rest, after which we welcomed 
the season of brilliant young greenery and 
spring breezes.

One month has passed since the start of 
FY2014, which we consider a crucial phase 
for reconstruction and recovery from the 
March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami.

Since emergency reconstruction was 
completed three years ago on April 15, 
2011, over two years passed before the total 
budget for reconstruction and recovery was 
determined at the end of May last year. Ac-
tual construction did not officially start until 
last August.

Although only nine months have passed 
since then, the reconstruction and recovery 
work, with a total budget of 21.3 billion yen 
(including the amount carried over from last 
fiscal year), will be in full swing this fiscal 
year.

The budget for public works projects 
is normally about 1.7 billion yen, so this 
year about 13 times the normal amount of 
construction will begin on main and local 
roads.

As the completion rate for reconstruction 
and recovery work on roads that have com-
pleted paving stood at 33 percent as of the 
end of March, we still have a long way to 
go.

Once again this year, we held an orienta-
tion session to discuss the status of recon-
struction and recovery, the FY2014 budget, 
and important programs.

This year marks the sixth such session, 
and in addition to the meetings held at the 
kominkan (public halls) of Motomachi, 
Nakamachi and Shinmachi, on April 23 we 
had our first-ever orientation session that 
was not restricted to any district. It was held 
at the small hall of Culture Hall. 

People, objects and money are often 
referred to as resources. We have been 
holding this New Fiscal Year Budget and 
Important Programs Orientation Session be-
cause I believe that “information” is also an 
important resource in today’s information 
society, and I believe that by sharing the is-
sues and the environment that involves our 
city with as many city residents as possible, 
we can make Urayasu City highly sustain-

able. 
Even though it was a weeknight, over 

400 city residents participated in the orien-
tation session on April 23.

Since it was also the final orientation ses-
sion of the year, slides were being prepared 
right up to moment the meeting began, and 
the session lasted longer than the originally 
scheduled hour. 

Still, everyone listened with enthusiasm, 
and as I stood at the podium, I could feel 
the participants’ earnest feelings for our 
city.

What surprised me at the fully packed 
session was that there were many young 
city residents, including junior high and 
high school students. Among them, a girl 
wearing the uniform of the Prefectural 
Urayasu High School caught my eye. Then 
I realized that she was a participant of the 
first Hometown Urayasu Risshi-juku we 
started in FY2011. She had taken part in the 
orientation session, inviting students from 
the Urayasu High School student body gov-
ernment and friends from her tennis club. 

Also attending was her younger sister, 
who is currently in her third year of junior 
high school and who participated in the Ris-
shi-juku last year. She also invited friends 
from her softball team. 

The only new program we started in 
FY2011, immediately following the Great 
East Japan Earthquake, was this Hometown 
Urayasu Risshi-juku.

We started the program especially be-
cause of the way things are in these days 
and times in the hopes of helping bright 
young children grow to become new lead-
ers who will play a key role in the future.

As I looked from the podium at these 
young city residents listening attentively, 
I felt a sense of satisfaction that we had 
achieved positive results with the program. 

Upon leaving Culture Hall after the ses-
sion was over, I started on my way home 
feeling the refreshing spring breeze that 
made me very happy.

■Healthy Life Come-Come 
Fair—Health Starts with Healthy 
Teeth 8020 Promotion Campaign
Date and Time: June 7 (Sat.), 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Shimin Plaza 
Program: Dental checkup and consultation, 
or thodontic consultation, observing cavities 
under a microscope, checking for gum disease 
from saliva, measuring chewing strength, and 
more. 
Note: No reservations necessary; come directly 
to the site on the day of the event. The first 1,000 
persons will receive a commemorative gift.
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section 

■Holidays of Branch Libraries
Branch libraries will be closed on June 25 

(Wed.) and 26 (Thu.) for inventory inspection.
If you have any questions about reference 

materials during these days, please call the Chuo 
Library.

The Chuo Library and the Library Service 
Corner will be open as usual during this time.
Inquiries: Chuo Library, Tel: 352-4646

■International Center Exhibition—
United Mexican States
Dates: June 5 (Thu.) through 28 (Sat.) 
Location: International Center (inside Shin-

Folk Museum
○Children’s Challenging Special Edition
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Eligibility: Children of elementary school age 
and younger. Note:  Preschoolers must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Program: Let’s enjoy Folk Museum with programs 
that can only be experienced on this day!
・Let’s make an origami of Chiba-kun!
・Let’s make a mobile of fish found in Urayasu!
・Revived today only! Water guns!
Note: No reservations necessary; come directly to 
the site on the day of the event.
Inquiries: Folk Museum, Tel: 305-4300

Higashino Jido Center
○Minwaza Theater Group
Time: From 10:30 a.m. (hall opens at 10:20 a.m.)
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age; 100 
persons on a first-come, first-served basis
Note: Preschoolers must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian.
Program: Performance of kamishibai picture 
storytelling using shadow puppetry from the Edo 
period.
Note: Numbered admission tickets will be 
distributed from 10 a.m. on the day of the event.
○Let’s Make a Tin Can Badge!
Time: 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 to 4 p.m. 
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age; 300 
persons on a first-come, first-served basis
○Goldfish Scooping
Time: 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 to 4 p.m. 
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age; 300 
persons on a first-come, first-served basis
○Papercutting Workshop
Time: 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 to 4 p.m. 
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age; 250 
persons on a first-come, first-served basis
○ UMA & Happy Theater Group Performance
Time: 2 to 2:45 p.m. 
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age; 100 
persons on a first-come, first-served basis
Program: Stage performances with singing and 
dancing.
○Elementary School Children’s Dodgeball 
Competition
Time: From 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Eligibility: Elementary school children; 40 persons 
for each session on a first-come, first-served basis.
Note: Numbered admission tickets will be 
distributed from 30 minutes before the event.
○Family Plaza Hoko-Hoko
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Eligibility: Preschoolers and their parents or 
guardians
Note: No reservations necessary; simply come 
directly to the site on the day of the event.

●Inquiries for the aforementioned programs: 
Higashino Jido Center, Tel: 355-2736

Takasu Jido Center
○Making a Kaleidoscope
Time: 9:30 to 11:50 a.m. 

Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age. 
Note: Preschoolers must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian.
○Puppet Theater by Puppet Theater Group 
Yama-Imo
Time: 2 to 3 p.m. 
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age. 
Note: Preschoolers must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian.
Program: Performance of San-mai no Ofuda (The 
Three Cards) and Fushigina Hako (The Mysterious 
Box)
○Spot the Difference
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age. 
Note: Preschoolers must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian.
Program: Spot the difference in pictures posted 
on the outer wall.

●Inquiries for the aforementioned programs: 
Takasu Jido Center, Tel: 304-0315

Sports Park Gymnasium 
○Sporting Gathering for All
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Program: Various sporting events.
What to Bring: Indoor gym shoes
Note: Participation prizes will be awarded. No 
reservations are required; come to the site on the 
day of the event.
Inquiries: Sports Section

Note: For information on the events held at each 
kominkan (public hall), please visit the Urayasu 
City website.

Culture Hall
○Romany Show—The Unusual Peach Tale
Time: From 3 p.m.
Capacity: 400 persons, on a first-come, first-
served basis on the day of the event
Program: Performances of dancing on stilts and 
juggling (Romany [street performance group])
Inquiries: Lifelong Learning Section

Youth Center
○Sports & Games Event
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. ( The time varies 
depending on each program.) 
Eligibility: Those between elementary school age 
and 22 years of age who live or go to school in 
Urayasu City, and their parents or guardians.
Program: Climbing experience, dodgebee (strike-
out), “nice smash” ping-pong, and Nintendo Wii 
games championship.
What to Bring: Please wear clothes that are 
suitable for sports.
Note: No reservations are necessary; simply come 
to the site on the day of the event. Those who 
wish to participate in the climbing experience 
must wear socks.
Inquiries: Youth Center, Tel: 700-6203

June 15 is Chiba Prefecture Residents’ Day 
Urayasu Citywide Family Plaza

June 15 (Sun.) is Chiba Prefecture Residents’ Day. There will be various events in which 
children and families can participate at community facilities throughout the day.

Urayasu Il Mare)
Program: Exhibit of folk crafts and traditional 
ethnic clothing of Mexico
Inquiries: International Center, Tel: 306-5181 
(Local Network Section)

■Benten Fureai-no Mori Park 
Event
Date and Time: June 7 (Sat.) and 8 (Sun.), 10:30 
a.m. to 12 noon (will be cancelled if it rains).

Capacity: 100 persons each day on a first-
come, first-served basis. (Meet in front of the 
greenhouse.)
Program: Planting wild rice (red rice) seedlings 
in a rice field.
What to Bring: Beach sandals, towels, a cleaning 
rag, etc. (Please wear clothes that you won’t 
mind getting dirty.)
Inquiries: Mr. Goto (Benten Fureai-no Mori Park 
Cultivating Association), Tel: 352-6778 (Parks & 
Public Areas Section)
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