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Households in Urayasu

Keep Warm in the Winter 
While Conserving Energy

The cold winter has come again this year. You may have started to use more and more 
heating equipment that uses electricity in your home, such as air conditioners, electric 
carpets, and fan heaters. 

On one hand, heating equipment, TVs and other electronics, and machines such as 
the family car make life comfortable and convenient; on the other hand, however, they 
consume large amounts of energy and produce large amounts of carbon dioxide (CO2), 
etc. Since carbon dioxide triggers global warming, which in turn causes the sea level to 
rise and leads to abnormal weather, it is important that each and every one of us does our 
best to use as little energy as possible. 

Although this may seem difficult, wearing extra layers of clothing to keep warm 
can reduce the need for heating equipment and lead to more effi cient energy use and 
reduced energy consumption.

This is the time of year when it grows colder and colder. Let’s get through this time of 
year by using a little creativity in our everyday lives.

Inquiries: Environmental Preservation Section 

FY2011

Amount of CO2 Emitted
from Households

(Categorized by Type of Fuel)

About 5,060 kg of CO2 per household

From gasoline: 
25%

From light oil: 0.6%

From garbage: 3%
From water faucets: 2.1%

From kerosene: 
9.3%

From LP gas: 4.3% 

From city gas: 
8%

From electricity: 
47.7%

The graph shows the percentage of carbon dioxide exhaust 
produced in households during FY2011. If we look at which fuels are 
causing the exhaust, we can see that the most prominent is electricity 
at about 50 percent.

Compared to 1990—the base year of the Kyoto Protocol—we can 
see that the carbon dioxide exhaust from households has increased 
by 48.1 percent in FY2011, while factories and other parts of the 
industrial sector reduced their exhaust by 13.1 percent.

Graphing the Amount of 
Carbon Dioxide Exhaust

Main Energy-Conservation Techniques 
That Can Be Done at Home
□ Lower the thermostat of the air conditioner or fan heater by 1°C.
 If you lower the thermostat of the air conditioner (2.2 kW) from 21°C to 20°C and use it for nine 

hours in one day when the temperature outside is 6°C, the amount of energy saved in one year 
will be 53.08 kWh of electricity (amount of CO2 reduced: 18.6 kg).

□ Put on another layer of clothing before raising the thermostat of the heater.
 Wearing a cardigan raises sensory temperature by 2.2°C, a lap-warmer by 2.5°C, and socks by 

0.6°C. 

□ Use an electric fan to effi ciently circulate the air and spread the warmth evenly throughout the room.

□ To keep the room warm, change the curtains to those made of thicker material.

□ When washing the dishes, wear rubber gloves, lower the water temperature, and wash everything 
at once. 

□ Either use an insulated cover to prevent bath water from cooling down or have the family take a 
bath one after another. 

□ Use insulation to keep food warm while it is cooking, rather than continuously adding heat 
(referred to as ho-on chori). 

□ Drive cars in an eco-friendly way (press on the accelerator lightly, and do not idle the engine).
 If you spend fi ve seconds to reach a speed of about 20 km per hour, you will save 83.57 liters of 

gasoline in one year (amount of CO2 reduced: 194.0 kg).

Source: Household Energy Conservation Encyclopedia, Energy Conservation Center

During winter, the air tends to become stagnant, and the density of 
nitrogen dioxide and other pollutants becomes higher. To reduce the 
exhaust of air pollutants from cars, heating equipment, etc., please 
practice the following seven habits: 

 Use heating equipment with lower air pollutant exhaust.
 Strive to conserve electricity.
 Set the indoor heating temperature to about 20°C.
 Use sunshine and other forms of natural energy.
 Try to use public transportation as much as possible.
 If you drive a car, choose one with a lower environmental 
impact.
 Practice “eco-driving” habits, such as refraining from idling the 
engine.

Winter Air Pollution Prevention 
Campaign

●Know How Much Electricity You Use
To support everyone’s effort to spread the practice of energy-

conservation habits, Urayasu City offers rental services of the Energy-
Conservation Navigator, which converts the amount of electricity used 
into monetary amounts and shows how much energy you have saved, as 
well as Eco Watt, a device that can be installed between an electric outlet 
and an appliance. Eco Watt measures the amount of electricity used by an appliance and the CO2 
emissions from the appliance. 
Eligibility: Those who live in Urayasu City and who can attach a measuring device to the power 
distribution panel (single-phase three-wire system or single-phase two-wire system within 75 A at 
100 VAC) of their home
Note: Please call for more information.

● Keep a Household Environmental Record
Let’s keep a household environmental record that shows the amount of energy (such as electricity 

and gas) used and that shows the effects of eco-friendly actions. You can use the record to see trends 
in the amount of energy you use and the amount of CO2 emissions you cause. Reducing the amount 
of electricity and gas used leads to a lighter burden on the household budget.
Note: The pamphlet is available at the Environmental Preservation Section (Shugo Jimusho 
[Assembly Offi ce] 4F) and can be downloaded via Urayasu City’s website.

Let’s Visualize Our Energy Consumption

Source: Japan Center for Climate Change Actions
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for December

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

An Invitation to Space
Forty-four years ago, Apollo 11 marked 

mankind’s fi rst landing on the moon, and 
the entire world watched in excitement. 
The return of the asteroid exploration 
spacecraft Hayabusa after the comple-
tion of a six billion kilometer journey also 
threw Japan into a frenzy three years ago. 
We are inevitably inspired and fi lled with 
excitement whenever humans take on the 
challenge of space exploration. 

When I was in elementary school and 
junior high school, I used to go to the 
planetarium on the rooftop of Tokyu De-
partment Store in Shibuya with my friends 
several times a year. I found tremendous 
enjoyment in experiencing the mystery and 
majesty of space.

On October 8, I was invited to visit 
a planetarium with a complete celestial 
model sphere called Space Ball located in 
the IHI Building in Toyosu of Koto City. I 
went there not knowing what to expect. 

Inside the building, there was a tem-
porary facility shaped like a sphere with 
a diameter of about 9 meters. After an 
enthusiastic explanation from Ms. Nako 
Shigesada, a TV Tokyo Producer and for-
mer Urayasu City resident who had invited 
me, I experienced a 13-minute mystical 
journey into space together with Ms. Ku-
roda, the director of education. 

The facility can hold a small group of 30 
people, and the program consists of four 
chapters. In the fi rst chapter, the audience 
experiences a thoroughly realistic sense of 
being an astronaut riding a rocket launched 
from Tanegashima of Kagoshima Prefec-
ture, going through the atmosphere, and 
looking at Earth below.

In the second chapter, the audience 
travels through the solar system and ap-
proaches Jupiter and Saturn as if they were 
on Voyager 2, the asteroid exploration 
spacecraft that was launched in 1977 and 
is currently 15.3 billion kilometers from 
the sun.

In the third chapter, the audience fi nally 
moves away from the solar system and 
enters the world of fixed stars (stars that 
emit light and heat, such as the sun and the 
stars that create the constellations). After 

the audience enters the Milky Way, which 
consists of 200 billion to 400 billion fi xed 
stars and the gas between the stars and is 
home to our solar system, they have trav-
eled through the 13.7 billion light-years 
that modern science has analyzed.

In the fi nal chapter, the audience travels 
beyond the space that mankind has ana-
lyzed, through the unknown frontier called 
“outer space.” 

The complete celestial model sphere 
was developed by a 43-year-old plan-
etarium creator, Mr. Takayuki Ohira. He 
has been creating planetariums from the 
time he was in elementary school, and nine 
years ago, he created a planetarium projec-
tor that projects 5.6 million stars and was 
recorded in the Guinness World Records. 
Furthermore, five years ago, he created a 
projector that can project 22 million stars 
and thus won recognition from astrono-
mers worldwide as a top-level planetarium 
creator. In 2011, he created the world’s 
fi rst 360-degree sphere planetarium instal-
lation in Tartu of Estonia. He continues 
to come up with new ideas to surprise the 
world.

While it was only a 13-minute tour of 
space, I still have not calmed down from 
the excitement. Although more than three 
weeks have passed, the memory is still 
very vivid, and I am unable to put this 
sense of wonder into words on paper. 

On that day, I was able to speak with 
Mr. Ohira. He said that it would be nice 
if the planetarium could provide children, 
who will have to live through these prob-
lem-filled times, with the opportunity to 
see Japan, the world, and themselves from 
the perspective of outer space and to expe-
rience something profound and ineffable.

■UIFA New Year’s Party
Date and Time: January 5 (Sun.), 2014, 12 noon 
to 2 p.m.
Location: Oriental Hotel Tokyo Bay 
Capacity: 90 people on a first-come, first-
served basis
Program: Mingling with people who are involved 
in international exchange in various fi elds
Fee: ¥5,000
Application: Call the Urayasu International 
Friendship Association (UIFA) Offi ce, Tel: 381-
5931
Inquiries: UIFA Offi ce

■At Cultural Asset 
Residences—Traditional Toy 
Making, Storytelling, and Rice 
Cake Making 
Date: December 8 (Sun.) 
Time, Capacity, and Program: 
1. Kite making (30 people on a fi rst-come, fi rst-

served basis) and netsuke accessory making 
(80 people on a first-come, first-served 
basis): 9:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.; Storytelling (20 
people on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis for 
each session): 10:30 to 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m. to 
12 noon, and 12:30 to 1 p.m. 

2. Rice cake making and kagami-mochi (giant 
round rice cake) making: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Location: 1: Udagawa Family House; 2: Otsuka 
Family House
Note: No reservations are necessary. Simply 
come to the site on the day of the event. 
The program will end when the supplies of 
ingredients and materials are gone.
Inquiries: Urayasu City Faci l it ies Use & 
Promotion Public Corporation, Tel: 355-8321

■UFRA Year-End Thank You 
Party
Date and Time: December 14 (Sat.), 12 noon 
to 3 p.m. 
Location: Oriental Hotel Tokyo Bay
Capacity: 90 people
Fee: Adults: ¥5,000; junior and senior high school 
students: ¥4,000; elementary school students: 
¥2,500 (UFRA members/fr iends—Adults: 
¥3,500; junior and senior high school students: 
¥2,500; elementary school students: ¥1,000)
Let’s get together at this special time of the 
year for an enjoyable lunch buffet event with 
entertainments of Tahitian Dance and Spanish 
Music!
Inquiries: UFRA Offi ce, Tel: 351-1111 (1665)

■Year-end/New Year Holiday Garbage Collection Schedule
Please cooperate in garbage reduction efforts by sorting your garbage into combustible garbage, 
noncombustible garbage, and recyclable resources (bottles, cans, plastic PET bottles, and paper). Let’s 
follow the rules for garbage disposal and welcome the New Year with a fresh, clean feeling.

Community

Garbage Type

Nekozane, Todaijima, 
Kitazakae

Horie, Fujimi, Higashino, 
Maihama

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, 
Hinode, Akemi

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, 
Tekko-dori, Takasu, Minato, 

Chidori
Last Day 

(December)
First Day 
(January) 

Last Day 
(December) 

First Day 
(January) 

Last Day 
(December) 

First Day 
(January)

Last Day 
(December)

First Day 
(January)

Combustible Garbage 30 (Mon.) 6 (Mon.) 31 (Tue.) 4 (Sat.) 30 (Mon.) 6 (Mon.) 31 (Tue.) 4 (Sat.）
Noncombustible 
Garbage 17 (Tue.) 7 (Tue.) 18 (Wed.) 8 (Wed.) 19 (Thu.) 9 (Thu.) 20 (Fri.) 10 (Fri.）

Bottles, Cans, Plastic 
PET Bottles 24 (Tue.) 8 (Wed.) 25 (Wed.) 8 (Wed.) 26 (Thu.) 9 (Thu.) 27 (Fri.) 10 (Fri.)

Recyclable Resources 
(Paper Trash) 23 (Mon.) 13 (Mon.) 28 (Sat.) 11 (Sat.) 23 (Mon.) 13 (Mon.) 28 (Sat.) 11 (Sat.）

Hazardous Garbage 17 (Tue.) 7 (Tue.) 18 (Wed.) 8 (Wed.) 19 (Thu.） 9 (Thu.） 20 (Fri.） 10 (Fri.)

Note: Please note that since noncombustible garbage is now collected twice a month, the last day of 
collection will be earlier than last year. 

■Schedule for Bringing Bulky Items to the Clean Center

Until December 28 (Sat., Regular Hours) Monday through Saturday 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m.
December 30 (Mon.) and 31 (Tue.) Special hours 9 to 11 a.m.

Notes: Fees are charged for garbage that is brought in directly (including during special hours). 
(Fee: ¥210 per 10 kg)
Please bring some form of identifi cation, such as a driver’s license, indicating that you are a resident of 
Urayasu.

■Bulky Items Are Accepted Until December 27 (Fri.)
Household garbage that is larger than an 18-liter plastic kerosene tank (length × width × height ≥ 
20,000 m3) or measures between 50 cm and 2 meters on any one side is considered a bulky item.
Bulky items require you to call to schedule a pickup (for a fee) or bring items directly to the Clean 
Center.
Please note that bulky items may not be collected before the end of the year even if you make place 
a call before this date. Since there are many calls for reservations as the end of the year approaches, 
please call to make a reservation as early as possible. 
Bulky Items Telephone Reception Schedule
Bulky Items Reception Center, Tel: 305-4000

Hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and national holidays)
Last Day of Reception December 27 (Fri.)
First Day of Reception January 6 (Mon.)

Note: City staff collect bulky items at collection sites or from in front of homes.
Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section (about garbage sorting and collection)
Clean Center (about bringing in items yourself), Tel: 381-5300

Year-end/New Year Holiday 
Garbage Collection Schedule

Chuo Library, branch libraries, and the library service counter inside Shin-Urayasu Il Mare 
will be closed from December 29 (Sun.), 2013, through January 3 (Fri.), 2013, and the 
Urayasu Station and Maihama Station City Administration Offices will be closed from 
December 28 (Sat.), 2013, through January 5 (Sun.), 2013. Accordingly, up to 20 books/
magazines can be checked out per person for three weeks as of December 15 (Sun.) and 
up to eight audiovisual items for two weeks as of December 22 (Sun.). Because the book 
post box is often fi lled to the brim during the holidays, please hold off returning items to 
the library until after the holidays as much as possible.
Note: Chuo Library and the branch libraries will be open on January 4 (Sat.) from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Inquiries: Chuo Library, Tel: 352-4646

Year-end/New Year Holiday Schedule 
for Libraries; 

Up to 20 Items Can Be Checked Out
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