
I would like to humbly wish you all a Happy New Year and discuss the 
city’s plans for this year.

It is now 2014, and it has been almost three years since the Great East 
Japan Earthquake. This year, we will work diligently toward the restoration 
and recovery of Urayasu City so that residents can return to living normal 
lives as soon as possible. Toward that end, we will continue making the 
station plazas in front of Shin-Urayasu Station and Maihama Station, major 
roads, and sewers more resistant to earthquakes and liquefaction. We will 
also be restoring roads and other infrastructure in residential areas and, with 
the consent of affected residents, we will make plans to take comprehensive 
measures against liquefaction that will encompass roads and private 
residences.

In addition to working toward restoration and recovery from the Great East 
Japan Earthquake, we will work to solve the problems currently facing the 
city today and to create new attractions and value within the city. First, as we 
strive to become an eco-friendly city, we will work together with the Urayasu 
Kankyo Kyosei Toshi Consortium (Urayasu Environment Consortium)—
which has been established through the collaboration of industry, government, 
and academia—to make Urayasu City environmentally friendly and strong in 
the face of disaster. The consortium has been working to promote the spread 
of “smart houses” and “smart apartments” (meaning “very advanced in design 
and technology”) and has also been working on self-sustaining smart disaster-
prevention assembly halls that are capable of maintaining a certain level of 
functionality even in times of disaster. In recognition of the consortium’s 

activities and accomplishments in these and 
other projects that have started taking shape, 
the consortium received the 2013 Achievement 
Award from the Japan Association for Real Estate 
Sciences. This year, the consortium will work to 
build on these successes and continue to strive to 
implement its projects throughout the city. Further, 
to ensure that residents can lead happy and healthy 
lives well into old age, we will work together 
toward better health and strive to follow the “smart 
wellness city” model for building an advanced 
urban society that can achieve sustainability even 
in spite of an aging population.

It’s clear that our city hasn’t lost its significant appeal when we consider 
that the first large-scale detached housing lot offered for sale after the Great 
East Japan Earthquake was sold out immediately and that the once declining 
population of the city has started rising again. To enhance this appeal even 
further, we will steadily continue our efforts to develop the city and enrich the 
lives of its residents.

I would like to end this New Year’s greeting by wishing everyone great 
happiness in this coming year.

Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu City
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A Happy New Year!
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April
	24	(Wed.): Liquefaction Countermeasures Explanatory Meeting Held for 
Residents
The Liquefaction Countermeasures Technical Research Committee, which investigates the 

possibility of implementing countermeasures against liquefaction for public facilities (such 
as roads) and residential properties, held an explanatory meeting for residents concerning the 
survey results and future schedule.

July
	6	(Sat.): Café Terrace by the Sakaigawa River 2013

Café Terrace by the Sakaigawa River 2013 drew a parallel between Sakaigawa River—
which flows through the center of Urayasu—and the Milky Way. With Tanabata (Star Festival) 
decorations making the riverside colorful, a yomeiri-bune (bride’s boat) event in which an 
actual wedding couple in shiromuku (Japan’s traditional white wedding wear) floated along the 
river was held. 

	27	(Sat.): The 35th Urayasu City 
Fireworks Display

The 35th Urayasu City Fireworks Display was 
held in the Hinode and Akemi areas. Because of 
the construction work at the site that served as the 
venue until last year, fireworks were launched for 
the first time from the ocean 350 meters offshore. 
With the theme, “Strengthening Community Ties 
for a Brighter Future,” numerous fireworks lit the 
summer night sky.

August
	15	(Thu.)	and	16	(Fri.): Summer Bon-
Odori Dancing 
To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 

establishment of the Urayasu Federation of Local 
Community Associations, this annual dancing 
event was held at the Urayasu Elementary School 
grounds. The circle of dancers performing to music 
along with the drum beating in the background 
grew larger and larger as the event continued.

January
	14	(Mon.): FY2012 Coming-of-Age Ceremony

The Coming-of-Age Ceremony was held at Tokyo Disneyland, and 1,196 new adults 
attended. The theme of the ceremony was “Blooming—Planting Seeds of the Past for a Bright 
Future.” Four freshman adults each summarized their resolutions for adulthood with a single 
kanji character and expressed their thoughts about the future.

February
	3	(Sun.): The 22nd Tokyo Bay 
Urayasu City Marathon
About 5,577 runners raced through the city. 

Since reconstruction work is being conducted 
in the Nakamachi and Shinmachi areas within 
the city, the half-marathon was omitted to 
ensure everyone’s safety. Only the 8-kilometer 
and 3-kilometer races were held. Citizens of 
the city of Orlando, a sister city of Urayasu, 
were invited to participate in the event.

March
	10	(Sun.): Urayasu Earthquake 

Recovery Prayer Gathering
An executive committee led primarily by city 

residents held this gathering with the goal of 
spreading knowledge of the damages and lessons 
of the Great East Japan Earthquake, preparing for 
the next possible earthquake, and showing the rest 
of the nation that Urayasu is recovering. During 

a moment of silence at 2:46 p.m., prayers were offered with everyone in the area for the lives 
that were lost in the disaster.

	14	(Thu.): The 30th Anniversary of 
Tokyo Disneyland
To celebrate the milestone 30th anniversary 

of Tokyo Disneyland, which opened on April 
15, 1983, the Tokyo Disney Resort Ambassador, 
Mickey, and Minnie made a courtesy visit to the 
mayor’s office. Mickey and Minnie were dressed 
in festive gold costumes for the 30th anniversary 
celebration.

September
	9	(Mon.): Juntendo Urayasu Hospital 
Rapid Car Operations Began
A “Rapid Car” (“rapid response car”) is an 

emergency vehicle in which a doctor is quickly 
sent to wherever critical care is needed. These 
vehicles are dispatched at the request of the Fire 
Department. To provide medical treatment quickly 
when a patient’s life is at stake and the patient is 
in need of critical care and to improve chances of 
saving lives, Juntendo Urayasu Hospital began Rapid Car operations. 

October
	19	(Sat.)	and	20	(Sun.): Urayasu Citizens’ Festival
At the Citizens’ Festival, visitors 

enjoyed a special stage where 
various groups performed dancing 
and music, as well as a vending 
booth area, which was mainly set 
up in the “pedestrian’s paradise” 
between Urayasu City Hall and the 
No. 2 Bldg. One of the attractions 
was the distribution of hot-off-
the-grill sanma (pike mackerel). 
During the two-day festival, 2,020 
sanma were distributed.

November
	16	(Sat.): Potted Plant Festival
With the cooperation of city residents, a Potted Plant 

Festival was held in November, just like last year. The Potted 
Plant Festival is a project to create a real forest of trees that 
will stand strong against disasters or environmental changes 
by planting potted saplings in soil that uses debris from the 
liquefaction of the Great East Japan Earthquake. On this 
day, about 3,400 saplings of 20 varieties, such as Machilus 
thunbergii, were planted.

	16	(Sat.): Urayasu Kankyo Kyosei Toshi Consortium Received the Japan 
Association for Real Estate Sciences’ Achievement Award
In cooperation with the Urayasu Kankyo Kyosei Toshi Consortium (Urayasu Environment 

Consortium), which was established jointly by people in the fields of industry, government, 
and academia, Urayasu City is striving to achieve the goal embodied in the “Urayasu Smart 
City” concept by promoting the use of reusable energy, doing research on ways to handle the 
future super-aging of society, and promoting city planning to become an advanced city well 
prepared for disasters in which residents can live safely with peace of mind. The consortium 
was presented with the Achievement Award in recognition of these programs.

	23	(Sat.): Yasuragi Café S-Front 
Opened
Yasuragi Café S-Front opened on the first floor of 

Shin-Urayasu Il Mare. The goal of Yasuragi Café 
S-Front is to spread tourism information through 
the sale of the products of local governments with 
which Urayasu City has signed a mutual disaster 
assistance agreement and of local governments 
with which Urayasu City has friendly ties.

In addition, the café serves as an oasis for city 
residents, offering beverages and light meals. Part 
of the café functions as a convenience store. The café also serves as a facility where disabled 
people can work. There is a section where items made by the disabled are sold.
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Events of Last Year

New 
Year’s 
Events

Main Courtesy Visits to the Mayor’s Office (honorific prefixes omitted)

January 24 Akane Yoshioka and Akari Dozono reported their victory in the All-Japan Junior 
Gymnastics Women’s Team Championships.

February 19 The Urayasu Wings reported their first victory in the prefectural championships for 
the All-Japan Elementary School Tag Rugby Championships.

March 1 Urayasu City Fire Brigade reported on their FY2012 All-Japan Fire Brigade Award 
for Community Activities.

April 4 Yumi Yanagi and Nene Osawa reported their victory in the Sixth All-Japan 
Taekwondo Championships.

April 22 Akari Ogata, who competed in the +78 kg (heavyweight) weight class at the London 
Olympics, reported her victory in the All-Japan Judo Championships.

September 18
The Tokai University Urayasu High School Judo Team reported on their performance 
in the Kinshuki High School Judo Championships and the All-Japan High School 
Sports Championships judo competition.

September 30 Misuzu Okamoto reported her winning of the silver medal at the Freediving World 
Championships individual competition with constant weight (CWT).

October 8 The Urayasu Soccer Club reported their victory at the Kanto Soccer League second 
division.

November 19 Kazuo Hikota reported that he received the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare 
commendation award for distinguished social welfare service.

November 22 Meikai University Yacht Club reported on its second place prize in the 78th All Japan 
Student Yacht Championships.

Disaster Agreements 

May 21 Agreement with Shibata City, Niigata Prefecture, concerning mutual assistance when 
a disaster strikes

May 31 Agreement with ITO EN, Ltd. concerning the provision of drinking water when a 
disaster strikes

May 31 Agreement with the Kanto Community Planning Association concerning expert 
disaster prevention support when a major disaster strikes

May 31 Agreement with the Chiba Prefecture Land and Building Surveyors Association 
concerning building damage acknowledgment surveys when a disaster strikes

May 31 Agreement with the Geographical Survey Institute concerning working together to 
promote the use of geospatial information

July 11 Agreement with Ojiya City, Niigata Prefecture, concerning mutual assistance when a 
disaster strikes

July 12 Agreement with the Federation of Councils on Waste and the Environment 
concerning mutual assistance when a disaster strikes

October 2 Agreement with Tsukuba-Mirai City, Ibaraki Prefecture, concerning mutual 
assistance when a disaster strikes

October 15
Agreement with the Chiba Prefecture Midwives Association concerning emergency 
care for expectant mothers and support for mothers and children when a disaster 
strikes

Folk Museum
○Let’s Enjoy New Year’s Games
Date and Time: January 11 (Sat.), 1 to 3: 30 p.m.
Program: Playing traditional Japanese New Year’s games, such as 
karuta (traditional card game), fukuwarai (make-a-face game), and 
spinning tops
Note: No reservations are necessary; simply come to the site on the 
day of the event.

○New Year’s Lion Dance and Kagami-Biraki (rice cake 
breaking)
Date and Time: January 11 (Sat.), 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Capacity: 200 people on a first-come, first-served basis on the day of 
the event
Note: Numbered tickets will be distributed from 1:30 p.m.
Program: Performance of the lion dance by the Urayasu Hayashi Music 
Preservation Association and an explanation of the origin of kagami-
biraki
Note: Oshiruko (sweet red bean soup) will be distributed to visitors.

●Inquiries (for both events): Folk Museum, Tel: 305-4300

New Year’s Games
This section introduces some of Japan’s traditional New Year’s games.

Fukuwarai
In this game, a person with a blindfold on places 

eyebrows, eyes, a nose, a mouth, and other parts of the 
face on a board that only has the outline of a face (often 
that of Hyottoko, Otafuku, or Daruma) on it. The resulting 
face often turns out to be quite silly, and everyone enjoys 
laughing about it.

Sugoroku
In sugoroku, players roll dice and move their pieces forward through the 

spaces on a board according to the numbers they roll.

Karuta Tori
One person reads from a card and the other people try to 

be the first to grab the corresponding card from the ones 
lined up in front of them. The person with the most cards 
in the end wins.

Higashino Jido Center
○Karuta Game (traditional card game)
Date and Time: January 12 (Sun.), 11 a.m. to 12 noon
Capacity: About 30 people on a first-come, first-served basis on the 
day of the event
Note: Preschoolers must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
Inquiries: Higashino Jido Center, Tel: 355-2736

Chuo Library
○Library Omikuji (fortune slips)
Date and Time: From January 4 (Sat.) (only while the supply of fortune 
slips lasts)
Location: Chuo Library and branch libraries
Program: Omikuji slips that each introduce a book

○New Year’s Picture Book Time and Karuta Game
Date and Time: January 4 (Sat.) and 5 (Sun.), from 2:30 p.m.
Location: Chuo Library
Eligibility: Children 3 years of age and older
Program: Storytelling from picture books and a karuta game
Note: Each child will receive a Library Winter Reading Marathon card sticker.

○Library Lucky Grab Bags
Date and Time: From January 4 (Sat.) (Only while the supply of lucky 
grab bags lasts)
Location: Chuo Library and branch libraries 
Program: Lending of books in lucky grab bags. Enjoy the excitement 
of wondering what book is inside!

●For all the abovementioned events: No reservations are required; 
simply come to the site on the day of the event.
Inquiries: Chuo Library, Tel: 352-4646

Ura La Mer
○Ura-La Petit Festival—New Year’s Mini Party
Date and Time: January 18 (Sat.), 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Ura La Mer 
Program: Rice cake-making, games, constellation 
observation, and more
What to Bring: Indoor gym shoes
Note: No reservations are required; simply come 
to the site on the day of the event.
Inquiries: Ura La Mer, Tel: 316-5777



Revisions in the Tax System for City/Prefecture Resident’s Tax
The tax system for city/prefecture resident’s tax will be changed as of the beginning of FY2014.

Inquiries: Residential Tax Section
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for January

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

(1) Tax Rate Increase of the Per Capita Levy
	 (Special	measure	for	FY2014	through	FY2023)

With the goal of promoting the recovery from the Great East Japan Earthquake and securing funds 
needed for disaster prevention, a special provision has been stipulated in the Local Tax Act. In accor-
dance with this provision, the per capita levy of the city/prefecture resident’s tax has been increased 
as written below: 

Before Revision After Revision
Per capita levy for city resident’s tax ¥3,000 → ¥3,500
Per capita levy for prefecture resident’s tax ¥1,000 → ¥1,500

(2) Establishment of a Ceiling for Employment Income Deductions
The ceiling for employment income deductions has been set to ¥2.45 million in cases when in-

come from employment, etc., is more than ¥15 million.

Employment income, etc. 
Employment Income Deductions

Before Revision After Revision
Between ¥10 million and  

¥15 million Employment income, etc. × 5% 
＋ ¥1.7 million

Employment income, etc. × 5% 
＋ ¥1.7 million

More than ¥15 million ¥2.45 million

(3) Simplification of Report Procedures for Bereaved Spouse Deduction for Public 
Pension Recipients

It is no longer necessary to submit a resident’s tax report when a public pension recipient who 

Applications Accepted for Long-Term Bicycle Parking Lot Permits

does not have any other income receives a bereaved spouse deduction.
However, if the pension recipient forgets to write “bereaved spouse” on the deductions report 

submitted to the pension insurer, or if he/she fails to submit the deductions report, then the bereaved 
spouse deduction will not be applied. In this case, the pension recipient must file either a kakutei 
shinkoku (income report) or a resident’s tax report.

(4) Revision in the Hometown Donation Tax Deduction
From 2013 to 2037, as special recovery income tax, 2.1% of the standard income tax amount will 

be levied. If a donation deduction is received for income tax, the special recovery income tax will also 
be reduced. In addition, if a taxpayer makes a donation to a local public organization (“hometown 
donation”), the deduction amount for special recovery income tax is subtracted from the special de-
duction amount of the resident’s tax for hometown donation.
●Hometown Donation Tax Deduction Amount for Individual Resident’s Tax
＝ Basic deductions (a) ＋ Special deductions (b)

(a) Basic deductions ＝｛Donation amount (the ceiling is 30% of the total income amount) － 
¥2,000｝× 10%

(b) Special deductions before revision ＝ (Donation amount － ¥2,000) × ｛90% － (0–40% in-
come tax rate)｝

⇒	 Special deductions after revision ＝ (Donation amount － ¥2,000) × ｛90% － (0–40% income 
tax rate) × 1.021｝

Notes:	 •	The ratio of special deductions is 3/5 for city resident’s tax, and 2/5 for prefecture resident’s tax.
	 •	The ceiling for special deductions will be 10% of the income levy for both city and prefecture 

resident’s tax.

FY2014
Applications for FY2014 (from April 2014) municipal bicycle parking lot permits are now being 

accepted. If you would like a permit for the use of a parking lot, please complete the procedures 
indicated below. Please note that because permits are not automatically renewed for those who are 
currently using a permit, you must complete the application procedures again during the applica-
tion period if you would like a permit to use from April. Fees and other conditions vary by parking lot. 
Please see the table below for details.
Inquiries:	Traffic	Safety	Section

Application Period

January 15 (Wed.) to February 15 (Sat.; a post card 
must be received by this date)

Application:
Complete an application form (available at any 
municipal bicycle parking lot with a custodian, 
the Urayasu City Facilities Use & Promotion 
Public Corporation, and for download on 
Urayasu City’s website) and submit it in person 
along with the required document (the appli-
cant’s official identification, such as a driver’s 
license or health insurance card [a student 
ID is required if you want to get a high school 
students' discount], which is to be shown at the 
time of application or a copy thereof submitted) 
to a municipal bicycle parking lot with a custo-
dian or Urayasu City Facilities Use & Promotion 
Public Corporation. (Those applying for Shin-
Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 13 
should apply there in person.) 
Note: Because documents must be verified at 
the time of application, please make sure you 
have plenty of time when you bring your ap-
plication. You can also apply online (except for 
Shin-Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 
13). Please see Urayasu City’s website for more 
information.
Results:
If the number of applications exceeds the spac-
es available at the bicycle parking lot of your 
choice, a lottery will be held. Notifications of the 
lottery results will be mailed in mid-March.
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Parking Lots with Designated Parking Spaces  
(Bicycles Only; ○ indicates “available.”)

Station Parking Lot Floor Custodian
Periodic Use Fee per Month

Adult High School Student 
or Younger

Urayasu
No. 1 2 and 3F Periodic use is unavailable during the scheduled construction work.

No. 2
1F

○
¥1,260 ¥840

2F ¥1,260 ¥840

Shin-Urayasu

No. 1
1F

○
¥1,780 ¥1,180

2F ¥1,570 ¥1,040
No. 4 3F ○ ¥1,260 ¥840
No. 5 1F ○ ¥1,780 ¥1,180

No. 13
1F

○
¥1,780 ¥1,180

B1F ¥1,570 ¥1,040

Parking Lots with No Designated Parking Spaces

Station Parking Lot Vehicle Type Custodian
Periodic Use Fee per Month

Adult High School Student 
or Younger

Urayasu

No. 3
Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470
Mopeds ¥1,180 ¥780

No. 4 Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470
No. 5 Bicycle ― ¥700 ¥470
No. 6 Bicycle ― ¥700 ¥470

No. 7
Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470
Mopeds ¥1,180 ¥780

No. 8 Bicycle ― ¥700 ¥470

No. 9
Bicycle ○ ¥470 ¥310
Mopeds ¥780 ¥520

No. 13 Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470
No. 14 Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470

Shin-Urayasu

No. 2 Bicycle ○ ¥470 ¥310

No. 3
Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470
Mopeds ¥1,180 ¥780

No. 6 Bicycle Periodic use is no longer available.
No. 8 Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470
No. 10 Mopeds ○ ¥1,180 ¥780

Maihama

No. 1 Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470

No. 2
Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470
Mopeds ¥1,180 ¥780

No. 3 Bicycle ○ ¥700 ¥470

Note: Please see the Urayasu City website for more information on short-term and one-time use.
New	Fees
The fee for using some bicycle parking lots has changed.
• The fees for bicycle parking lots now correspond to their distance from train stations.
• Some bicycle parking lots have been changed to bicycle parking lots with designated spaces.
• Children of high school age or younger will now receive a fee discount.
Note	about	Fees
Bicycle parking lot fees for applications made from January 15 to February 15 will be as indicated in the above table, but 
the monthly fees for applications received on or after April 1 will be higher because of the increased consumption tax. 
Please contact us for more information.


