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Households in Urayasu

The FY2014 Spring National Fire Prevention Program will be held from March 1 (Sat.) through 7 (Fri.). This is the time of year when 
fires break out easily because the air is extremely dry. Let’s prevent fires by observing the following seven tips.

Inquiries: Fire Prevention Section, Fire Department Headquarters, Tel: 304-0143

Spring National Fire Prevention Program

Household Fire Prevention: Seven Lifesaving Tips  
(Three Habits + Four Countermeasures)

Three Habits
• Never smoke in bed.
• Place heaters away from flammable items while in use.
• Be sure to turn off the gas stove if you need to leave the kitchen.

Four Countermeasures
• Install a household smoke detector to ensure that you will be able to escape.
• Use flame-retardant bedding, clothes, and/or curtains to prevent fires from 
spreading.

• Keep a fire extinguisher at home to extinguish flames while they are still small. 
• Organize a cooperative network in your neighborhood to help protect the 
elderly and the physically disabled. 

Consisting of 27 members, the Urayasu City Fire Department Brass Band practices regularly, striving to be a band 
loved by all city residents. As a part of the Spring National Fire Prevention Program, the Fire Department Brass Band will 
hold a fire prevention concert.

Also, on the day of the event, there will be a hands-on learning area where you can get on a fire truck and ambulance, 
as well as a commemorative photo area where children can wear fireproof clothes.

Date and Time: March 2 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (The brass band concert will be from 11 a.m. to 12 noon [will be 
cancelled if it rains].)
Location: Ikspiari

Before the Change After the Change
¥400 ¥410
¥800 ¥820

¥1,200 ¥1,230
¥1,600 ¥1,640
¥2,000 ¥2,050

Example:
Application Date Collection Date Fee

March 28 April 4 Fee before the change
April 1 April 4 Fee after the change

Note: Even if the collection date is the same, the fee will be different 
depending on the date the application was filed.

○Fees for Bringing Items to the Clean Center
Starting on April 1, the fee for bringing items will change to ¥216 per 

10 kg (including consumption tax).
Note: Fees of less than ¥10 will be rounded down.

Weight (kg) Before the Change After the Change
Up to 10 ¥210 ¥210

Over 10 up to 20 ¥420 ¥430
Over 20 up to 30 ¥630 ¥640
Over 30 up to 40 ¥840 ¥860
Over 40 up to 50 ¥1,050 ¥1,080

Cost of Bulky Item Handling Coupons and Handling Fees 
for Bringing Items to the Clean Center Will Change

Last year’s concert

Fire Prevention Concert by the Fire Department Brass Band

With the increase in the consumption 
tax starting in April, there will be changes 
in the cost of Bulky Item Handling 
Coupons and the handling fees for 
bringing items to the Clean Center.

Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section or Clean 
Center, Tel: 381-5300

○Fees for Bulky Item Handling Coupons
The fees for Bulky Item Handling Coupons for items for which an 

application is filed from April 1 (Tue.) will change as listed in the chart.
Please purchase Bulky Item Handling Coupons and an Additional 

Fee Sticker for the increase in the tax at a shop that handles Bulky Item 
Handling Coupons, attach the stickers directly to the bulky item, and take it 
to the designated location by 8 a.m. on the designated collection day.

To request the collection of bulky items, please either call the Bulky Item 
Reception Center, or file an application with Urayasu City electronically in 
advance. For more information, please refer to the Urayasu City website.

Bulky Item Reception Center
Tel: 305-4000, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and 
national holidays)
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

No. 202  March 1, 2014

●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for March

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

Bipolar Society
  Unlike last year when there was heavy 

snowfall and freezing temperatures, this 
year’s coming-of-age ceremony—the 13th 
held at Showbase within Tokyo Disney-
land—was blessed with nice weather. The 
ceremony was well attended as always, 
with an attendance rate of about 78% of 
all the 1,675 new adults. Although the 
number of this year’s new adults was 132 
people more than last year, the number 
had been declining up until a few years 
ago, with the peak number being 2,179 
people 21 years ago in 1993, when the 
population was some 46,000 less than to-
day. Even this year—when the population 
of Urayasu City has reached 163,000—
we are definitely struggling with the ef-
fects of the declining birthrate, with 504 
fewer births than the peak, and we are far 
from recovery.

The declining birthrate and the grow-
ing elderly population are often discussed 
as one and the same. However, human 
beings have long sought after longevity, 
so in a sense, the growing elderly popula-
tion is a dream come true. The declining 
birthrate is the critical problem. I have 
also been highlighting declining birthrate 
countermeasures and generational transi-
tions as important issues.

When it comes to generational transi-
tions, the Great East Japan Earthquake 
became an opportunity for more and 
more households to decide to build two-
generation duplex homes, rather than sim-
ply repairing damages, because Urayasu 
City and the Japanese government offer a 
relief fund of a grand total of ¥4 million 
to those who rebuild partially damaged 
homes.

The reality of the declining birthrate 
in Urayasu City is clearly apparent in the 
number of elementary school children. 
We are reaching a point where we will 
have to merge Irifune-Kita Elementary 
School with Irifune-Minami Elementary 
School in March of next year. When there 
were more than 200 children in one grade 
at Irifune-Kita Elementary School in the 
past, an additional prefabricated school 
building was built to accommodate the 
children. Today, all the grades have just 
one class, and the first grade and the 
sixth grade have only 20 students each. 
In addition, in this school district, there 

are currently only a small number of pre-
schoolers, with just 22 two-year-olds and 
21 four-year-olds. Considering that those 
preschoolers may transfer to a private 
school or to a school of another district, it 
is highly possible that the classroom for 
one grade will have less than 10 children. 
This creates many negative conditions, 
such as the inability to shuffle classes. 
The decision to merge the schools was 
made after a great deal of deliberation, 
with the ultimate aim of creating an envi-
ronment that encourages enriched inter-
personal relations among children.

When talking about the declining 
birthrate, people often think about remote 
regions or secluded mountain areas. The 
issue of the “super declining birthrate” 
that Japan is currently afflicted with is an 
urgent issue that the nation as a whole and 
each local municipality must cope with 
now.

Since about the end of last year, publi-
cations issued by the Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Welfare and the monthly jour-
nal Chuo Koron have started to use the 
expression “kyokuten shakai” (bipolar so-
ciety). This refers to the nation and local 
communities reaching the extreme of a 
“society of ruin” in which small commu-
nities disappear and the decline of Japan’s 
national strength is unstoppable.

Currently, Urayasu City is at the final 
stage of compiling the budget for the next 
fiscal year, which will be the main item on 
the agenda at the March assembly. Since 
the end of last year, we have received 
requests from the officials of the Ministry 
of Health, Labour and Welfare and the 
Cabinet Office to cooperate in declining 
birthrate countermeasures. From the start 
of the new year, I have been talking with 
mothers who are raising children; princi-
pals of kindergartens and nursery schools, 
which are vital for child-raising; staff of 
NPOs; and other people about what we 
should do so that people can give birth 
and raise children with peace of mind and 
how we can stop the declining birthrate.

We will do everything we can now—in-
cluding establishing a declining birthrate 
countermeasure fund that takes our situa-
tion in 10 years into consideration—and 
we hope to set an example for municipali-
ties all over Japan.

■Eat! Sleep! Play! 
Date and Time: March 15 (Sat.), 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(will be cancelled if it rains)
Location: Imagawa Shonen-no-Hiroba Park 
Eligibility: 50 families on a first-come, first-
served basis  Note: Children in the third grade 
of elementar y school or younger must be 
accompanied by someone of junior high school 
age or older. 
Program: Games using natural materials, such as 
fire, soil, water, and trees
Fee: ¥100 per household
What to Bring: One ingredient for tonjiru (pork 
stew), a change of clothes, something to drink, a 
saw, etc.
Note: For more information, please refer to the 
Urayasu Play Park Association website (http://blog.
livedoor.jp/urayasupurepa). 
Inquiries: Mr. Yokoyama (Urayasu Play Park 
Association)
Tel: 090-6160-1410
(Children & Family Section)

■Let’s Make Something Together 
with Mom: Flying Disk
Date and Time: March 26 (Wed.), 10 to 10:40 a.m.
Location: Child Support Center (Shugo Jimusho 
[Assembly Office], 3F)
Eligibility: Preschoolers 2 years of age or older 
who live in Urayasu City and their parents, 15 
families (a lottery will be held if the number of 
applicants exceeds the capacity)
Program: Children and parents can enjoy simple 
crafts together.
Application: Send a reply-paid postcard (write 
your address, telephone number, child’s name and 
parent’s name [with furigana] on the front side; 
write your return address on the return side) to 
the Mama-to-Tsukuro (“let’s make something 
together with mom”) Desk of the Child Support 

Center (1-12-38 Nekozane 279-0004) no later 
than March 14 (Fri.) (must be received by this 
date). Note: One application per person
Inquiries: Child Support Center, Tel: 351-1176
(Nurser y Schools and Kindergar tens Affairs 
Section)

■Collection of Small Appliances 
That Are No Longer Being Used

T h e  p a r t s  o f  s m a l l 
household appliance have 
precious recyclable resources. 
To recycle these, the city 
began a program to collect 
small appliances that are no 
longer being used. Collection 
boxes have been placed at 
Urayasu City Hall, your local 
kominkan (public hall), and 
the Shugo Jimusho (Assembly 
Office; 1-12-38 Nekozane). 
Your cooperation in this program would be greatly 
appreciated.
Applicable Items: Cell phones, telephone receivers, 
fax machines, digital cameras, video cameras, car 
navigation devices, portable music players, portable 
game devices, etc.
Note: For items with personal information, such as 
cell phones, please delete all data and remove the 
battery before disposal.
Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section

■Change in the Hours for Automated 
Certificates Issuing Machines

From April 1, automated cer tificates issuing 
machines located at city administration offices near 
train stations will be available for use starting from 
7 a.m.
Inquiries: Civic Affairs Section

Light Motor Vehicle Tax
The light motor vehicle tax is levied on those who own a motor scooter, light motor vehicle, 

small-sized special vehicle, or small motorcycle as of April 1. Tax notifications (invoices) will be 
mailed out in mid-May.
Inquiries: Residential Tax Section 

●To Dispose of Your Motor Scooter, etc. (Urayasu City’s license plate only)
Please file a vehicle disposal report with the Residential Tax Section. For those with a Nara-

shino license plate, the location for conducting procedures varies depending on the type of 
vehicle. Reports for disposal and registration are not accepted on Sundays.
●If Your Motor Scooter Was Stolen

After filing a notification of theft with the police, please file a vehicle disposal report with the 
Residential Tax Section. When you do so, you will need the name of the police station where 
you filed the notification of theft, the submission date, and the reception number (reference 
number) of the notification of theft. Please note that your vehicle will not automatically be con-
sidered to have been disposed of when you file a notification of theft.
●If Your License Plate Is Damaged or Lost

A new license plate can be issued for ¥150 (this does not apply to those whose vehicle has 
been stolen and who have filed a notification of theft with a police station).
●Why Did I Receive a Tax Notification When I Don’t Have a Vehicle?

Designated procedures must be completed if you have disposed of your motor scooter or 
light motor vehicle, if there is a change in the name of the owner due to transfer of ownership, if 
there is a change in the address of the owner, or if your vehicle was stolen. Unless you complete 
the designated notification procedures, the tax will continue to be levied on you. Please note 
that unless you complete said notification procedures by March 31 (Mon.), you will be respon-
sible for the tax for FY2014 (annual tax amount). Furthermore, the location for completing pro-
cedures varies according to the type of vehicle as listed in the chart below.

Location for Light Motor Vehicle Tax Procedures
Category Tax Amount Notification Location

Motor scooter

50 cc or less ¥1,000

Residential Tax Section (Urayasu City 
Hall Main Bldg. 2F)

90 cc or less ¥1,200
125 cc or less ¥1,600
Mini-car ¥2,500

Small-sized special vehicle
Used other 
than for 
farming

¥4,700

Motorcycle Over 250 cc ¥4,000 Narashino Motor Vehicle Inspection 
& Registration Office (8-57-1 
Narashinodai, Funabashi-shi),  
Tel: 050-5540-2024Light 

motor 
vehicle 

Small motorcycle 250 cc or less ¥2,400

Four-
wheeled

Passenger Private use
660 cc or less

¥7,200 Light Motor Vehicle Inspection 
Association, Chiba Office, Narashino 
Branch (8-56-1 Narashinodai, 
Funabashi-shi), Tel: 047-461-6600

Cargo
Business use ¥3,000
Private use ¥4,000

Urayasu International Friendship Association (UIFA) provides a Japanese language program. 
It’s a once-a-week, 90-minute private lesson for beginners. Tuition for one term of six months 
(April to September or October to March) is ¥1,800 paid in advance at the time of application.

A new registrant who wants to start in the middle of the term should pay a monthly-calcu-
lated tuition (¥300 a month). Application forms are available at the Local Network Section on 
the fourth floor of the Urayasu City Hall. Current vacancies are shown below. Sign-ups are on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

For up-to-date information, please look at the UIFA homepage or contact the City Hall.

Classes and Vacancies (as of February 13, 2014) 

Class Location Time Vacancy

Monday night Tomioka Kominkan (Public Hall) 7:00–8:30 p.m. 3

Tuesday night Todaijima Kominkan 7:00–8:30 p.m. 1

Friday morning Urayasu International Center 10:00–11:30 a.m. 2

Note: Urayasu International Center is located on the second floor of Shin-Urayasu Il Mare.

Invitation to Japanese Language Program
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