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Needless to say, unlocked bicycles are the easiest prey for a bicycle thief. Since 
they are not locked, anyone can take them and ride away.

The same principle applies even for bicycle parking lots with a superintendent, or 
automatic coin-type bicycle racks. Even if the 
superintendent guards the parking lot, it is not 
easy to spot a bicycle thief. If a bicycle is locked 
and it takes a long time for a person to unlock 
it, that person will appear suspicious to the 
superintendent. Thus, if a bicycle is not locked, 
a thief can easily take it without appearing 
suspicious. In addition, for coin-type racks, the 
lock opens easily with a single coin. Within the 
free time limit, the lock can be opened by simply 
inputting the parking space number; thus, coin-
type racks do not serve as locks for bicycles.

In the end, the most effective way to protect a 
bicycle is to lock it. Statistics show that bicycles 
with two or more locks are rarely stolen (see 
chart to the right). Even if you leave your bicycle 
in a location other than a bicycle parking lot, 
such as your home, it is still best to bear in 
mind the importance of using two or more locks 
(double locks) on your bicycle. 

Protect Your Bicycle from TheftLocations Where Bicycle 
Thefts Tend to Occur

Inquiries: Crime Prevention Section

Many bicycle thefts occur in the bicycle parking lots of condominium 
complexes. An analysis of the number of bicycle thefts that occurred during 
2014 shows that about 28 percent of all bicycle thefts occurred in the bicycle 
parking lots of condominiums. About 18 percent occurred in public bicycle 
parking lots, and 17 percent occurred in bicycle parking lots of large commercial 
facilities.

Furthermore, a geographic analysis of Urayasu City shows that many thefts 
occur in neighborhoods where there are train stations, such as Irifune, Mihama, 
Kitazakae, Nekozane, and Maihama Ichibanchi (see map on the bottom).

It may be obvious that many thefts occur around condominiums and train 
stations—where there are a lot of bicycles—and that bicycles that are an easy 
mark for thieves (those that are not locked or have broken locks or locks that are 
easy to break) are most likely be stolen.

It’s important to be careful, even at bicycle parking lots that you are closely 
familiar with—such as your own condominium, the public parking lot you use 
every day to commute to and from work, and even at commercial facilities for 
shopping for essential daily items.
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To prevent bicycle theft and facilitate the return of stolen bicycles to their owners, 
anti-crime registration for bicycles is required by law. Anti-crime registration can 
be done at the shop where you purchase your bicycle (a ¥500, tax-free registration 
fee is required), so please be sure to do so. Registration can also be done at your 
neighborhood registration location 
(such as a bicycle shop, supermarket, or 
hardware store) for bicycles purchased 
by mail-order or the Internet.

For more information, please read 
“The Anti-Crime Registration System” 
of the Chiba Prefecture Bicycle 
Dealers Association website (http://
www.chuokai-chiba.or.jp/cycle/about_
bohan.html).

Complete Anti-Crime 
Registration

A double lock using a chain lock or 
the like in addition to the lock attached 
to the bicycle (ring lock for the back 
wheel) is efficient

During 2014, the number of legally recognized crimes in Urayasu City was 2,332 cases. Among these, bicycle thefts (categorized as one type 
of theft) accounted for one third of the crimes at 821 cases. More than fifty percent of the victims did not lock their bicycles. Had they locked their 
bicycles, around 400 bicycles may not have fallen victim to theft, and the crime rate could have been further reduced.

Stealing bicycles is a crime, and needless to say, the thief is in the wrong. If a person is arrested for theft and found guilty, he/she will be punished 
by incarceration for up to 10 years, or a fine of up to ¥500,000. However, if there is an unlocked bicycle in the sight of a thief, the thief will most likely 
immediately take the bicycle.

To confront this issue, those of us who ride bicycles need to raise awareness concerning crime prevention on a regular basis.
Do not become careless by thinking, “I’ll only be gone for a moment,” or “there are a lot of people watching.” Develop the habit of locking your 

bicycle whenever you park it.

Lock Your Bicycle Securely 
to Eliminate Bicycle Theft
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Mapping of Bicycle Thefts in Urayasu
(Colored areas indicate locations where bicycle 

thefts tend to occur)
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for June

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

The cherry blossoms in Urayasu City bloomed again this year, pleasing the eyes of many 
city residents and soothing their hearts.

Unfortunately, due to the cold and inclement weather this year, there were fewer parties un-
der the cherry blossom trees compared to normal years.

Most of the cherry blossoms in Urayasu City are the light pink somei-yoshino variety, and 
perhaps because it was cold this year, they lasted for a long time and seemed to bless the new 
first-graders on their first day of school.

As cherry blossom petals danced in the refreshing spring breeze and I watched the first-
graders going to school with their heads held high in their slightly oversized clothes and their 
backpacks on their shoulders, I felt the need to root them on by saying, “Do your best!” in my 
heart.

After the somei-yoshino cherry blossoms scatter and the trees become green with leaves, the 
yae-zakura cherry blossoms near the Urayasu City Office start to bloom as if they were waiting 
for their turn.

The yae-zakura were in bloom until late April again this year, offering a different kind of 
enjoyment than the somei-yoshino variety. 

Like one of the best disciples of Matsuo Basho—a famous Japanese poet of the Edo Pe-
riod—wrote in the famous poem, “Three days away brings cherry blossoms to the world,” just 
when there are cute buds on the tree, they soon are in full bloom and then scatter gracefully in 
what is called “a blizzard of cherry blossoms” when they fall from the tree. This gracefulness 
is what appealed to everyone from samurai to common citizens of Edo in the Edo Period, and 
even today, the cherry blossom is the image of beauty in the hearts of the Japanese people.

Mr. Fumio Takahashi, a famous flower photographer who has long served on the Special 
Judges Committee of the Urayasu City Art Exhibit Photography Division emphasizes that for 
us Japanese, who feel the change of seasons from winter to spring through plum blossoms fol-
lowed by cherry blossoms, flowers have a special meaning.

I was able to see Mr. Takahashi again in mid-April for the first time in 10 years. When I was 
first elected Mayor of Urayasu City, I was enchanted by his entry in the city art exhibit, a work 
with the motif of flower petals floating on the surface of the river, and I stood entranced in front 
of his work for a long time. Apparently, someone told him how much I loved his work, and he 
donated it to the Mayor’s Office. It still decorates the office next to my desk even today.

At 84 years of age, he has long held an interest in the relationship between the Japanese peo-
ple and flowers and has even published a photography book entitled “Collection of Flowers.”

Chatting with Mr. Takahashi was a cheerful hour, which I enjoyed immensely and was full 
of fruitful and helpful information.

One thing he taught me was that since ancient days, Japanese people have treasured the 
flowers that come with each season. Under the thought that gods live in flowers, the edge of 
things came to be called the flower (hana), because flowers bloom on the edge of grass and 
trees, and came to mean “gods’ dwelling.”

Even today, in Noh and kabuki theaters, an old pine tree is painted on what is called the mir-
ror board in the front of the stage, and young bamboo are painted on the right and left sides 
of the stage. The meaning is that gods dwell in the pine and in the bamboo, thus making the 
stage and the performances sacred. Furthermore, the front tip of a ship is also called hana, and 
the tips of the rods for carrying the mikoshi shrine are also called hana-boh (flower rods). If 
we consider the importance of gods dwelling in the hana, or most important part, then we can 
agree that the naming makes good sense.

Mr. Takahashi, who has done various research on flowers, also told me there is a proverb 
related to flowers that says, “When giving your daughter in marriage, look at the garden of the 
family where she will marry into.”

This proverb shows the wisdom of the ancients that states if the family grows flowers in their 
garden that bloom with each season, that means there will always be flowers decorating the 
family shrine at home, a sign of respect for the ancestors and the richness in heart of the family.

As we listen to the voice of May and appreciate the ar-
rival of the most comfortable time of the year, when the 
young leaves brighten our eyes, the azaleas in the city 
are blooming in vivid red and pink surrounded by young 
green leaves and announcing the official start of spring.

With the end of local elections, I would like to spend a 
moment to enrich my heart with flowers in the refreshing 
breeze of May for the long holiday.

Japanese People and Flowers

concer t; elementar y and junior high 
school oral health drawings/poster exhibit; 
oral (dental) health motto contest award 
ceremony; dental health checkup and 
consultation, and orthodontic consultation 
(commemorative gift for those who 
are 80 years of age or older with 20 or 
more of their own teeth); microscopic 
observation of cavities and gum disease 
(you can see the activities of your own 
cavities and gum disease); simple gum 
disease checkup with your own saliva; 
chewing strength measurement using gum; 
health measurement of tongue and lips; 
competitive blowgun experience; dental 
plaque dye and tooth-brushing lesson; 
and individual consultation on health and 
nutrition

Inquiries: Health Promotion Section 

■ Implementation of the 
Revised Road Traffic Act

A part of the Road Traffic Act has been 
revised, effective June 1, 2015, in response 
to social conditions involving road traffic of 
recent years.
○ Implementations of rules related 
to bicycle riders courses
Penalty for those violating summons for 
taking courses: A fine of up to ¥50,000
Note: For more information, please 
view the Urayasu City website (http://
www.city.urayasu.lg.jp).
Inquiries: Traffic Safety Section 

■ Sports Gathering for 
Everyone 2015
Date and time: June 13 (Sat.), 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.
Location: Spor ts Park, Spor ts Park 
Gymnasium, Indoor Swimming Pool, and 
other locations
Program: Experience various types of 
sports, try challenging games, and more.
Note: No reservations are required; 
simply come directly to the site on the 
day of the event.
Inquiries: Sports Section 

■ Toll Roads Managed by 
the Chiba Prefecture Roads 
Corporation Will Be Free of 
Charge during Summer

The toll roads managed by the Chiba 
Prefecture Roads Corporation will be free 
of charge all day for all types of vehicles.
Dates: July 1 through September 30
Applicable Roads: No. 7 Toso Toll Road, 
Kamogawa Toll Road, Chiba Sotobo 
Toll Road, Togane Kujukuri Toll Road, 
Tone Kamome Ohashi Toll Road, Choshi 
Renraku Road, and Kujukuri Toll Road 
Note: Boso Skyline Toll Road is currently 
in the process of implementing the free-
of-charge measure. Because tsunami 
countermeasure construction to raise 
the levee will begin on Kujukuri Toll Road 
from Magame Junction to the nor th 
side, the road will be closed during the 
summer free-of-charge season. For more 
information on each road, please view 

the website of the Chiba Prefecture 
Roads Corporation (http://www.chiba 
-dourokousha.or.jp/index.html). 
Inquiries: Chiba Prefecture Government 
Road Planning Division, Tel: 043-223-3295
(Road Administration Section)

■ Chuo Library Holidays
Chuo Librar y wi l l  be c losed for 

inventory from June 24 (Wed.) through 
26 (Fr i .) . I f  you have any inquir ies 
concerning materials while Chuo Library 
is closed, please contact a library annex. 
All annexes and library service corners 
will be in service as normal.
Inquiries: Chuo Library, Tel: 352-4646

■ Healthy Life Chew-Chew 
Fair—Health Begins with 
the Teeth 8020 Promotion 
Campaign

Oral health deeply affects the health of 
the entire body. Please take advantage of 
this opportunity to consult a dentist in a 
casual atmosphere. A plastic dental mirror 
(for adults) and toothbrush will be given 
to the first 1,000 persons.
Date and time: June 6 (Sat.), 1 to 4 p.m.
Note: The reception area for checkups, 
consultation, and measurements will be 
open until 3:30 p.m.
Location: Shimin Plaza 
Program: Lecture “A Healthy Mouth 
That Chews, Eats, and Lives Leads to 
Good Health” (by Dr. Yoshiharu Mukai, 
professor emeritus of Showa University); 

June 15 (Mon.) Is Chiba Prefecture Residents’ Day
Urayasu Citywide Children’s Plaza

June 15 (Mon.) is Chiba Prefecture Residents’ Day. On this day, facilities in Urayasu City will hold 
various events at local facilities in which children can participate.

● Indoor Swimming Pool 
･ Toy Pool
Time: 11 a.m. to 12 noon
Eligibility: Junior high school students and 
younger
Program: Slides, raft crossing, and more.
･ Fin-Swimming and Snorkeling Experience
Time: 
Fin-Swimming: from 12:30 p.m. 
and from 1 p.m.; Snorkeling: 
from 2 p.m. and from 2:30 p.m. 
(reception: 10 minutes before 
the start of each session)
Eligibility: Those who are junior high school 
students and younger with a shoe-size of 22 
cm or more, and who can kick-swim for 25 
meters; on a first-come, first-served basis with 
20 persons per session for fin-swimming and 15 
persons per session for snorkeling
For the Abovementioned

The Indoor Swimming Pool is open to the 
public free of charge from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Inquiries: Indoor Swimming Pool, Tel: 304-0030 
(Sports Section)

● Culture Hall 
Can You Solve the Mystery? Surprising 
World of Magic
Time: From 2 p.m.
Capacity: 400 persons, on a first-come, first-
served basis
Program: Magic show (Magician Ryu Sasuga)
Inquiries: Lifelong Learning Section

● Youth Center 
･ Sports & Games Event
Time and Program: 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Match against a ping-
pong machine, Dodge Bee (strike-out), Wii 

Championship
12 noon to 1:45 p.m. and 2:15 p.m. to 4 p.m.: 
Sports climbing (rope-climbing)
Eligibility: Those between elementary school 
age and up to and including 22 years of age
Note: No reservations are required; simply 
come directly to the site on the day of the 
event. Please wear clothes that are suitable for 
sports. Those who wish to participate in the 
climbing must wear socks.
･ Toy-making with the Family
Time: 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 to 3 p.m.
Eligibility: Elementary and junior high school 
students and their parents/guardians; 15 pairs 
on a first-come, first-served basis
Program: Making a moving toy with a milk 
carton and motor
Application: Apply in person or by telephone 
with the Youth Center (Tel: 700-6203) from 9 
a.m., June 1 (Mon.).
Inquiries: Youth Center (Youth Section)

● Takasu Jido Center 
･ Playing with Babies
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon
･ Walk Rally
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Program: Following instructions and looking 
for the correct answer
･ Plastic Sheet Art
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Program: Making an original key chain and 
other accessories
For the Abovementioned
Eligibility: Those who are under 18 years of age
Note: Preschoolers must be accompanied by a 
parent/guardian.
Inquiries: Takasu Jido Center, Tel: 304-0315
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