
● Make Goldfish Neputa Floats and Join the Parade!
▼ Making a Goldfish Neputa Float
Date and time: August 23 (Sun.), 12 noon to 4 p.m.
Note: Participants will be notified of details at a later date.
Location: Meikai University 
Eligibility: Elementary school children and younger who are able to participate in the 
parade; about three hundred persons. (A lottery will be held if the number of applicants 
exceeds the capacity.)
Note: Must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
Application: Complete an application form (available at the Commerce Industry and 
Tourism Section [Urayasu City Hall Main Bldg. 4F]) and submit it in person or by mail, 
fax or e-mail to the Urayasu Festival 2015 Office (within the Commerce Industry and 
Tourism Section, Urayasu City Hall 279-8501; Fax: 351-8600; E-mail: shoukoukankou@
city.urayasu.lg.jp) no later than Friday, August 7 (must be received by this date). 
Applications can also be completed via the Urayasu City website.
Inquiries: Commerce Industry and Tourism Section

●Yosakoi Soran—Join the Urayasu Dance!
▼ Dance Practice
Dates, times and locations: August 23 (Sun.) and 30 (Sun.); 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. at Hinode Kominkan (public hall), and 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at 
Todaijima Kominkan (public hall)
Eligibility: Elementary school children between grades three and six 
who live or go to school in Urayasu City; about two hundred persons. (A 
lottery will be held if the number of applicants exceeds the capacity.)
Note: Must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
Application: Complete an application form (available at the Commerce Industry and Tourism Section [Urayasu 
City Hall Main Bldg. 4F]) and submit it in person or by mail, fax or e-mail to the Urayasu Festival 2015 Office 
(within the Commerce Industry and Tourism Section, Urayasu City Hall 279-8501; Fax: 351-8600; E-mail: 
shoukoukankou@city.urayasu.lg.jp) no later than Friday, August 7 (must be received by this date). Applications 
can also be completed via the Urayasu City website.
Inquiries: Commerce Industry and Tourism Section
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According to the Road Traffic Act, as a rule bicycles cannot be ridden on the sidewalk. 
However, many cyclists can be seen riding dangerously, including on sidewalks during 
rush-hour traffic and on the wrong side of the street. For this reason, bicycle zones have 
been created recently along City Road 1-53 and City Road 1-66, which are designated 
as school commuting routes (See right).

Designating bicycle zones is a bicycle-related traffic accident preventative measure that 
benefits cyclists, pedestrians and motorists. The measure will hopefully make it easier to 
visualize the areas and direction that cyclists may ride as determined by the Road Traffic 
Act, and clarify the legally designated locations for pedestrians, bicycle riders, and cars, 
and thus improve safety for all. 

Bicycle Lanes Are Now More Defined
City Road 1-66City Road 1-66

City Road 1-53City Road 1-53

Hokubu 
Elementary School
Hokubu 
Elementary School

Urayasu StationUrayasu Station

Yanagi-dori Street

Yanagi-dori Street

Applicable Roads

To Those Driving Automobiles:
When automobiles are parked on the side of the road and cover part of the 

bicycle lane, it is a violation of the Road Traffic Act and jeopardizes bicycle 
safety. We ask you not to park your vehicle in this manner.

Bicycle lanes mark the location of the bicycle zones according to the Road 
Traffic Act, and automobiles may enter these lanes. However, please remember 
that it is easy to lose one’s balance on a bicycle. Be considerate when driving to 
prevent traffic accidents.

Exceptions: When Bicycles Can Be Ridden on the Sidewalk
• If there is a sign that says bicycles are permitted on the 

sidewalk
• If the cyclist is under thirteen years old, seventy or older, or 

physically disabled
• If traffic or road conditions make it necessary to ride on the 

sidewalk
Sign indicating that bicycles are permitted on the sidewalk

Bicycle laneInquiries: Traffic Saafety Section

Come Participate in the Parade on September 6 

Urayasu Festival 2015—which brings together traditional cultures 
and Japanese festivals representing various cities to showcase 
them through events such as parades and product exhibits—is 
coming up soon.

Date and time: 

September 5 (Sat.) and 6 (Sun.), 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Location: 
Symbol Road, Meikai University and 
Shin-Urayasu Station Plaza 2015

Program
● Symbol Road Area
• Parade (September 6 only)
• Omigawa Yosakoi-kai and Olanda Band 

(Katori City, Chiba Prefecture)
• Minowa Castle Festival (Takasaki City, 

Gunma Prefecture)
• Sendai Sparrow Dance “Date-no Mai (Dance 

of Date)” (Sendai City, Miyagi Prefecture)
• Morioka Sansa Dance (Morioka City, Iwate 

Prefecture)
• Misto Quente (Samba)
• Shibata Festival Float (Shibata City, Niigata 

Prefecture)
• Saitama Ryujin (dragon god) (Saitama City, 

Saitama Prefecture)
• Nihonmatsu Lantern Festival (Nihonmatsu 

City, Fukushima Prefecture)
• Sakata Festival (Sakata City, Yamagata 

Prefecture)
• Hirosaki Neputa (Hirosaki City, Aomori 

Prefecture) and more
● Meikai University Area 
• Product exhibits and more
● Shin-Urayasu Station Plaza 
• Stage performances, gourmet foods and 

more

Inquiries: Commerce Industry and Tourism 
Section

Urayasu Festival 
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for August

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

I was in Finland from May 23 to 29 on an observational tour to study Finland’s child-raising 
support. I focused mostly on touring facilities related to children and childrearing, especially 
Neuvola, a program in which the same nurse accompanies a family from pregnancy to child-
birth, and then up to the child’s entrance to elementary school. This is proving to be an effective 
countermeasure for the declining birthrate.

I was worried about the cold and rain since the weather here was unpredictable right up to my 
departure. However, once I arrived in Finland, the weather was mild and not humid, and dandeli-
ons were blooming in the capital, Helsinki and the neighboring areas. In hindsight, I went on my 
tour during the best time of year.

Perhaps due to the dark and gloomy winter that begins in September and lasts almost half a 
year, Finland has serious social problems—including alcoholism, drug addiction and depres-
sion—that affect families and children. However, I was deeply impressed to see that the systems 
to deal with these problems and the accumulated knowledge have achieved positive results.

I also visited places that are equal to children’s nursing homes and rehabilitation facilities for 
child abuse in Japan. I was amazed and impressed to hear that the recovery rate for families who 
participated in the informative eight-week program was 75 percent at the Family Rehabilitation 
Center in Finland, a facility that rehabilitates the whole family for households where child abuse 
has occurred. I asked the director of the center—who gave me the tour—if he could cooperate 
with us if we were to spread this program in Japan, and he happily agreed.

Although it was a brief trip, I was able to visit many places in Finland, and returned to Japan 
with a lot of reference material for future child-raising policies and low birthrate countermea-
sures for Urayasu.

I received a lot of opinions and advice from the ambassador of Finland and everyone at the 
Embassy of Finland in Japan before my tour, for which I am deeply grateful.

On June 9, ten days after I returned to Japan, I received an invitation for lunch from His Ex-

cellency Manu Virtamo, Finland’s ambassador to Japan. To express my appreciation, I went with 
Urayasu’s director of education, the director of the Children’s Affairs Department, and the direc-
tor of the Child Services Section. The ambassador was interested in hearing about my observa-
tional tour. Before we knew it, two hours of friendly conversation had passed, and it was time to 
leave the embassy. 

In the evening of the same day, a concert of the Sofia Boys’ Choir from Bulgaria—which 
is called the country of choirs—was held at a stage within Ikspiari in Maihama. The origin of 
this concert can be traced back to when the Maihama 3-chome Residents Association received 
drinking water from the Embassy of Bulgaria after the Great East Japan Earthquake struck. For 
this concert, the choir came to Japan in spite of their busy schedule, and although it was only for 
thirty minutes, we were able to enjoy their beautiful voices.

Six days later on Monday, June 15, the Ambassador of Bulgaria, His Excellency Georgi Kon-
stantinov Vassilev, came to my office. We were able to have a friendly discussion for a full hour. 
The ambassador proposed launching some exchange programs, and before he left we also excit-
edly discussed the possibility of creating closer ties through Bulgarian wine.

Within the space of a single month, I was fortunate to have long conversations with the am-
bassadors of both Finland and Bulgaria. Five years from now, the Olympics will be held in 
Tokyo for the first time in five decades. I suggested to the two ambassadors that we make use of 
this opportunity—with city residents also asking to explore the possibility of becoming involved 
as a city—to promote exchanges between athletes who come to Japan and our citizens. This 
could be done through the use of our city’s hotel district, where there will soon be nine thousand 
rooms, sports facilities in our city, and Ura La Mer (Youth Exchange Center) where eighty-eight 
people can be accommodated. Both ambassadors showed deep interest in these proposals.

Through the observation tour and friendly exchanges with the two ambassadors, I sensed the 
sprouting of new seeds of international exchange and goodwill.

Observational Tour to Finland and the Sprouting of New Seeds of International Exchange

▽ Osampo Bus Service Will Be 
Rerouted

During the Bon-Odori Dance (August 
14 and 15), the Urayasu-eki bus stop on 
the Osampo Bus Iryo Center Line will 
be relocated from 4:40 p.m. to the end 
of the day. The Chuo Kominkan bus stop 
will not be used from 4:40 p.m. to the 
end of the day.
Inquiries: Federation of Local Community 
Associations Office (inside the Local 
Network Section)

■ Information on Welfare 
Programs for Single-Parent 
Families

Urayasu City offer s the following 
programs to support single-parent families. 
Please call for more information on these 
programs.
Related to Financial Support
● Child-raising Allowance (Provided 
by the National Government)

This allowance is provided to a mother/
father or guardian who meets any of 
the following requirements and is raising 
a child. The allowance is provided until 
March 31 following the child’s eighteenth 
bir thday (in the case of those with a 
legally-designated disability, up to the 
bir thday of 20 years old). Please call 
for more information, such as eligibility 
requirements.
● Housing Allowance for Single-
Parent Families

This allowance is provided to the head 
of a single-parent family that is raising a 
child under 20 years of age and paying 
a monthly rent of more than ¥10,000. 
(Income restrictions apply.)
● Medical Subsidy for Single-Parent 
Families

This subsidy is provided to a single-
parent family that is raising a child and 
covers par t of the personally borne 
expense of medical treatment for the 
parent/guardian or child. The allowance 
is provided until March 31 following the 

child’s eighteenth birthday (in the case of 
those with a legally-designated disability, up 
to the birthday of 20 years old). Income 
restrictions apply.
● Allowance for Bereaved Children 
Who Lost a Parent in a Traffic Accident

This allowance is provided for those 
raising a child who has lost a parent in a 
traffic accident (including parents who 
have become severely disabled) until the 
child completes compulsory education. 
(Income restrictions apply.)
▼ For All Programs:
Inquiries: Child Services Section
Related to Everyday Life
● In-Home Support Service for 
Single-Parent Families

An in-home support provider visits the 
home of a single-parent family to help 
with child-raising and housework after the 
family becomes a single-parent family or 
during times of illness or after an injury.
● Training Programs for Single-
Parent Families to Encourage Self-
Sufficiency

Suppor t is available for acquir ing 
certifications and job-hunting.
● Single-Parent and Child Welfare 
Fund/Widow’s Welfare Fund

This is a loan program that supports 
financial independence.
● Single-Parent Bulletin

This bulletin includes helpful information 
for single-parent families. Copies are 
mailed to households that request them.
● Single-Parent Family Consultation 
Service Counter
Date and time: Monday to Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Note: Closed on national 
holidays.
Consultation Line for single-parent families 
and women, Tel: 351-7698

Consultation is available concerning 
balancing work and family, as well as 
financial problems in a single-parent family.
▼ For all programs:
Inquiries: Children & Family Suppor t 
Center, Tel: 351-7698

■ Osampo Bus Iryo Center 
Line Bus Stop Will Be 
Temporarily Out of Use

Bus stop No. 11 (Urayasu Shogakko 
Minami-guchi) on the Osampo Bus Iryo 
Center Line (heading toward Shin-Urayasu 
Station) will be temporarily out of use until 
the end of December due to construction 
in the area. However, bus stop No. 11 
(Urayasu Shogakko Minami-guchi) heading 
toward Tokyo Bay Iryo Center will operate 
as usual.
Inquiries: City Development Policy Section

■ Application Forms for 
Temporary Welfare Benefits 
Mailed to Eligible Persons
Application period: Until February 3, 
2016 (Wed.)
Note: Please visit the special page on the 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
website (http://www.2kyufu.jp) for more 
information (in Japanese only).
Inquiries: 
Concerning the program: Ministr y of 
Health, Labour and Welfare, Tel: 0570-037-
192 Concerning application: Temporary 
Benefits Information Office
(Social Welfare Section)

■ Summer Bon-Odori Dance
Date and time: August 14 (Fri.) and 15 
(Sat.), 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Note: If the event is cancelled on both 
days due to rain, the event will take place 
on August 16 (Sun.).
Location: Urayasu Elementary School
Note: No parking is available. Please come 
on foot or by public transportation.
▽ Bon-Odori Dance Practice
Date and time: August 
5 (Wed.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.
L o c a t i o n :  C h u o 
Kominkan (public hall)
What to bring: Indoor 
gym shoes
Note: No reservations are required; 
simply come to the venue on the day of 
the event.

■ Scholarships Available 
(Payback Not Required)

As a measure to foster equal opportuni-
ty in education and as a declining birthrate 
countermeasure, Urayasu City has started 
a new scholarship program with no need 
to repay the money. This is a financial sup-
port program for students who excel in 
their studies and want to study more but 
face financial difficulties in pursuing higher 
education.
Eligibility:
○ The parent/guardian (of the same 

household) must have an address in 
Urayasu City, and must have been a 
resident of the City for one year or longer

○ The student must be enrolled in high 
school, vocational school or university

○ The income level of the parent/
guardian (of the same household) must 
be 1.3 times the standard social welfare 
income limit or lower

Benefit amount: If enrolled in a high 
school, high school division of a special 
school, upper secondary course of a 
specialized training college, latter-term 
course of a secondary education school or 
a college of technology: ¥5,000 per month; 
if enrolled in a junior college, specialized 
course of a specialized training college, or 
a university: ¥15,000 per month
Application: Apply at the scholarship 
application reception desk (Urayasu City 
Hall No. 3 Bldg. 2F) in person no later than 
Monday, August 31. 
Note: If you apply on or after Tuesday, 
September 1, as a rule, the support begins 
on the month of application. Please call for 
more information.
Inquiries: Education Administration Section

■ Changes in the Sports Facility 
User Registration Cards

Sports facility user registration cards 
issued or renewed on or after Saturday, 
August 1 will have a new format. Please 
note that the procedures for application 
and use of the facilities will remain the 
same. Please call for more information.
Inquiries: Sports Section
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