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Population: 163,793

Male: 80,975

Female: 82,818

Households: 75,305

Foreign Residents: 3,270

(As of September 30, 2015)

Population and No. of 
Households in Urayasu

The Urayasu City website has an automated translation function for English, Chinese, Korean, Tagalog, French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese.
In addition, when the ID code for each article is entered in the “City News Page ID Search Engine” of the Urayasu City website, the applicable article will appear. Since the 

ID code for each article is fixed, you can easily find information that could not completely fit in Urayasu City News by searching the website.

Multi-Language Translations Available for the Urayasu City Website

Urayasu City and Ogata Village of Akita Prefecture began friendship exchange 
programs in FY2010 because of their similar use of newly created land areas, such as 
the reclaimed land of Lake Hachirogata and the landfill area of Tokyo Bay. To date, 
friendly ties have been strengthened through exchange programs, such as elementary 
school children from both locations visiting each other.

As part of an exchange program, 2.5 hectares (about 25,000 square meters) of 
farmland was set aside for us, and “Urayasu Komachi” rice, made by Ogata Village 
producers together with Urayasu 
City residents, was born. Through 
experiences such as rice planting 
and harvesting of Urayasu Komachi 
rice, the residents of Urayasu City 
and Ogata Village have been able to 
develop friendly ties. 

We are now accepting orders for this 
just-harvested Urayasu Komachi rice.
Content: 2 kg of JAS organic rice 
(harvested FY2015; free of pesticides)
Note: Orders are per (2 kg) bag 
Fee: ¥1,282 (including tax)

Application: Apply by fax (giving your name, address, telephone number, and the 
number of bags you want) to the Urayasu Tourism Convention Association (Fax: 
374-3939) or via the Urayasu Tourism Convention Association website (http://www 
.urayasu-kankou.jp).
Note: Orders can be picked up on the 7th of the month after the month of order in 
exchange for the fee at S-Front (inside Shin-Urayasu Il 
Mare). For more information, please visit the Urayasu 
Tourism Convention Association website.

Accepting Orders for Organic JAS Authorized 
“Urayasu Komachi” Rice

What Is Urayasu Komachi Rice?
Urayasu Komachi rice is a variety of “Akita 

Komachi” r ice. Urayasu Komachi r ice is 
produced on farmland that has not used 
pesticides or chemical fertilizers for three years 
or more and is an organic rice authorized by 
JAS that has been certified as having been 
produced in accordance with JAS standards 
for organic foods. 

Our Mayor harvesting rice

 1010090

Date and time: February 7, 2016 (Sun.)
Location: Sports Park and neighboring areas
Inquiries: Sports Section  1011654

The Tokyo Bay Urayasu City Marathon Is 
Recruiting Participants

Prizes
● Awards for those who place in the top three for each of the half marathon and 10-

km divisions
● Awards for those who place in the top three for each category of the 3-km division
● Awards for the elementary and junior high school teams
● Commemorative gift for all participants (original T-shirt); certificates for all who 

complete the run; and medals and commemorative gifts for those who place in the 
top six of each division

Half Marathon Division: Scheduled to start at 9 a.m.

Eligibility: The first 3,000 people to apply who are 15 years of age or older 
(excluding junior high school students) and able to reach each checkpoint within the 
listed time limits
Fee: ¥4,000 for adults, ¥2,000 for high school students

Half Marathon Division Time Limits
Check Point 5 km 10 km 15 km Goal

Time limit 35 minutes 70 minutes 105 minutes 150 minutes

Final time 9:35 a.m. 10:10 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 11:30 a.m.

3-km Division:
Starting at 8:20 a.m. (adults), 8:30 a.m. (junior high school students), and 
8:40 a.m. (elementary school students)
Eligibility: The first 1,000 people to apply who are in the fifth grade of elementary 
school or older and live, work, or go to school in Urayasu City
Note: For elementary and junior high school students, there are team competitions in 
which the total individual times of three people are added together.
Fee: ¥2,000 for adults; ¥1,000 for elementary, junior high, and high school students

10-km Division: Scheduled to start at 9 a.m.

Eligibility: The first 1,500 people to apply who are 15 years of age or older 
(excluding junior high school students) and able to reach each checkpoint within the 
listed time limits
Fee: ¥3,000 for adults, ¥1,500 for high school students

10-km Division Time Limits
Check Point 5 km Goal

Time limit 35 minutes 70 minutes

Final time 9:35 a.m. 10:10 a.m.

Application
○ Urayasu City Resident Priority Reception Desk (half marathon, 10-km, 

and 3-km divisions)
File an application (available at the Sports Section [Urayasu City Hall No. 2 Bldg. 

2F], Sports Park Gymnasium, Chuo Martial Arts Gymnasium, local kominkan [public 
halls], and local station-front City Administration Offices from November 1 [Sun.]) 
along with your fee at your local Japan Post Bank or post office between November 
2 (Mon.) and 9 (Mon.).
Note: After the priority reception desk closes, applications can be filed at the general 
reception desk from November 16 (Mon.).

○ General Reception Desk
• Half marathon and 10-km divisions: Apply via the Runnet website (http://runnet.jp) 

from November 16 (Mon.).
• 3-km division: File an application along with your fee at your local JP Bank or post 

office.
Notes: 
1. If you live in Urayasu City and would like an application form mailed to you, 

please send a request to the Sports Section (Urayasu City Hall 279-8501), 
enclosing a self-addressed return envelope and postage stamps (¥82 for one copy 
or ¥92 for two or three copies).

2. A refund is given to those who apply after capacity has been reached, but handling 
fees will be subtracted from the refund.
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

Since the beginning of October we have been steadily moving deeper into autumn.
Autumn is also a typhoon season. This year, Tropical Storm Etau brought record-breaking heavy rain 

that fell throughout September 9 and 10. The banks of Kinugawa River broke, forcing many people to 
evacuate, mainly from Joso City of Ibaraki Prefecture.

Since the Great East Japan Earthquake, our city has signed disaster prevention agreements for mutual 
assistance with regional local governments in case of an emergency. In Ibaraki Prefecture, we have signed 
agreements with three local governments—Kita-Ibaraki City, Shimotsuma City, and Tsukubamirai City. 

In recent flooding, we received a request for help from Mayor Inaba of Shimotsuma City, which is 
located next to Joso City. Before the water even started to recede on Saturday, September 12, thirty of our 
city staff members, mainly associated with crisis management, rushed to offer assistance.

On Sunday, September 27, Mayor Inaba rushed to Sogo Park, where we were holding emergency di-
saster drills, wishing to thank our city.

In addition, since we received word from Tsukubamirai City—where disaster-struck victims of Joso 
City were forced to evacuate—that they did not have enough relief supplies, we transported three two-ton 
truckloads of blankets, mats, and emergency food.

Autumn is also the time of year for harvesting.
In this column in this year’s July issue, I mentioned that on May 12, we planted the Urayasu brand of 

Akita Komachi rice, “Urayasu Komachi” rice, in Ogata Village of Akita Prefecture. On Saturday, Sep-
tember 26, I went harvesting along with Chairperson Ueno of the Urayasu Local Activities Promotion 
Council.

From a few days before we went to harvest the rice, we had rain in Urayasu City, due to the influence 
of a typhoon and low atmospheric pressure. 

Rice harvesting is influenced by the weather most of all. I worried about the weather, because if it 
rained, the rice grains would get wet and we wouldn’t be able to harvest them. However, it was sunny in 
Ogata Village the day before the harvest, and although it rained a little in the morning on the day of the 
harvest, we fortunately did not have to cancel our plans. We enjoyed harvesting under the watchful care 
of Mayor Takahashi of Ogata Village, the village assembly members, and local newspaper reporters.

When planting the rice seedlings, we used a large rice-planting machine instead of planting by hand. 
The harvest also used technology, and I was able to ride a large, automatic five-row-cutting combine and 
harvest the first “Urayasu Komachi” rice under the direction of Mr. Morihiko Sueda, who provided the 
rice field.

After the harvest, I visited the facilities of Ogata Village Country Elevator Public Corporation, which 
examines, dries, hulls, and mills the rice and has the largest silo in Japan. I asked them how the harvest of 
“Urayasu Komachi” turned out, and they said, “it is definitely of a premier grade, and the crop turned out 
as fine as rarely seen in recent years.”

The total harvest is estimated to be about 5,600 kilograms, or about 2,800 two-kilogram bags, with a 
unit price of ¥1,282 per bag. 

“Urayasu Komachi” is not just pesticide-free organic rice. It is rice that has been cultivated on land that 
has not used pesticides or chemical fertilizer for three years or more. Furthermore, even the final packag-
ing is organic. All these factors have led to the rice being authorized by JAS—a third party authorization 
organization—which guarantees the rice to be among the safest in Japan.

The rice will be presented in Urayasu for the first time at the Citizen’s Festival on October 17. At the 
festival, a signing ceremony featuring Mayor Takahashi of the hometown exchange agreement is planned 
to take place on a special stage. I hope all of you will enjoy “Urayasu Komachi” rice this autumn, the best 
time of the year to enjoy satisfying the appetite.

Supporting Disaster Victims and the “Autumn Harvest”
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for November

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

■ Tax Certificates and Tax 
Exemption Certificates Can Be 
Issued at City Administration Offices
Days and times: Mondays through Fridays, 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Note: Closed on Saturdays, Sundays, 
national holidays and during the year-end/
New Year holidays. (On Sundays, certificates 
can be issued at the Residential Tax Section 
[Urayasu City Hall Main Bldg. 2F].)
Eligibility: Those who have completed 
resident registration in Urayasu City as of 
January 1 of the fiscal year for which the 
certificated is needed.
Note: For those who have moved to 
Urayasu City after this date, certificates 
can be issued at the municipal office of 
your previous residence as of January 1 of 
the fiscal year for which the certificate is 
needed. 
Fee: ¥300 per certificate
Note: You must show documentation 
confirming your identity at the time of 
issuance. Please call for more information.
Inquiries: Residential Tax Section

 1011772

■ Recurrent Miscarriage 
Treatment Expense Subsidy

Subsidies of up to ¥300,000 per fiscal 
year are available to cover par t of the 
cost for married couples who have been 
examined, diagnosed, and treated for 
recurrent miscarriage. 
Eligibility: 
Married couples that fulfill all of the 
following requirements:
･ The married couple or at least one 

person must have an address in Urayasu 
City at the time of the application.
･ The marriage must be registered.
･ The couple must be diagnosed with 

recurrent miscarriage and undergo tests 
and treatment at a medical institution.
･ The couple must be enrolled in health 

insurance.
･ The wife must have been 42 years of 

age or younger at the time recurrent 
miscarriage tests and treatment began.
･ The total income for the married couple 

for the previous year must be under 
¥7,300,000. 

Covered tests and treatment:
Tests and treatment conducted on or after 
October 1, 2015, will be covered. (For 
married couples who started treatment 
before October 1, the subsidy will apply to 
tests and treatment conducted on or after 
October 1.)
Application period:
Please apply after the completion of the 
treatment period* within the fiscal year 
(between April 1 and March 31 of the 
following year) of the completion date. An 
application can be filed by May 31 of the 
following fiscal year if you are unable to 
file within the applicable fiscal year due to 
unavoidable circumstances. 
* Treatment period: The period from the 

star ting date of recurrent miscarriage 
tests and treatment until completion of 
treatment ending with childbirth of the 
applicable expectant mother (includes 
cases of miscarriage and stillbirth).

Note: Please call for application procedures 
and other information.
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section

 1011499

■ Subsidies for Male Infertility
Subsidies of up to ¥150,000 are available 

to cover the cost for special infer tility 
treatment designated by Chiba Prefecture for 
married couples who have been examined, 
diagnosed, and treated for male infertility 
(surgery on or after October 1, 2015).
Eligibility: 
Marr ied couples that have received 
authorization from the Chiba Prefecture 
Special Infer til ity Treatment Subsidy 
Program and have a residence record (for 
both or at least one person) in Urayasu 
City at the time of the male infer tility 
treatment and application. 
Application: 
Please file an application at the same 
time as the application for the Urayasu 
City Special Infertility Subsidy within one 
year from the date after notification of 
authorization from Chiba Prefecture. 
Note: Please call for required documents 
for application and other information.
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section

 1011406

■ Non-Payment of Motor 
Vehicle Tax Will Be Addressed

To reduce the delinquent non-payment 
of motor vehicle tax, Chiba Prefecture 
has designated November through March 
2016 as a “Non-Payment Adjustment 
Enforcement Period” and will enforce the 
seizure of salary, savings, and motor vehicles 
of delinquent taxpayers. 

If you are behind in payments of motor 
vehicle tax, please complete payment 
immediately.
Inquiries: Funabashi Prefectural Taxation Office
Tel: 047-433-1275
(Tax Collection Section)

 1006008

■ Private Businesses Must Also 
Handle “My Number”

“My Number” is a 12-digit number 
that is allotted to all individuals with a 
residence record, and is used in various 
fields, such as social security, tax, and disaster 
countermeasures. 

Starting in January 2016, private businesses 
must list the “My Number” of employees 
on documents such as tax certificates. The 
Specific Personal Information Protection 
Commission is currently preparing guidelines 
on how to handle “My Number.”

In addition, corporations will be notified 
of their 13-digit corporate number at their 
registered address. Unlike “My Number,” the 
corporate number can be used by anyone 
for purposes such as searching for corporate 
information. For more information, please 
visit the National Tax Agency website (http://
www.nta.go.jp/mynumberinfo/index.htm), or 
contact the office below.
Inquiries: General Affairs Section

 1008963

■ Urayasu Foreign Residents 
Association (UFRA) Art Exhibition
Dates and times: November 28 (Sat.), 
noon to 6 p.m., and November 29 (Sun.), 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: Shimin Plaza
Program: Exhibition of art and calligraphy of 
UFRA art class students and foreign residents
Inquiries: UFRA Office
(Local Network Section)

 1011970

■ “My Hometown” by Meikai 
University International Students
Date and time: November 7 (Sat.), 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: International Center (inside Shin-
Urayasu Il Mare) 
Program: Introduction of hometowns 
(China, Taiwan and Vietnam) of international 
students; Q&A session and social gathering
Note: All programs in Japanese
Capacity: 20 persons on a first-come first 
served basis
Application: Apply in person or over the 
telephone from 9 a.m. on November 1 
(Sun.) with the International Center (Tel: 
306-5181).
Inquiries: International Center
(Local Network Section)

 1011895

■ Late Autumn Tokyo Bay Cruise
Date and time: November 28 (Sat.), 10 to 
11:30 a.m.
Location: Urayasu Marina
Eligibility: Those who live or work in 
Urayasu City; 45 persons on a first-come, 
first-served basis
Program: Cruise in Urayasu Offing of 
Tokyo Bay
Fee: ¥3,300 (elementary school children 
and younger: ¥2,300; children under 3 years 
of age: free of charge, up to one child only)
Application: Apply via the website of the 
Urayasu Tourism Convention Association 
(http://www.urayasu-kankou.jp) from 10 
a.m., November 2 (Mon.).

Inquiries: Urayasu Tourism Convention 
Association, Tel: 350-7555
(Commerce Industry and Tourism Section)

 1011874

■ Events for Expectant Mothers
1. Pre-Mama Cooking
Date and time: November 25 (Wed.), 
10:10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Program: Lecture and cooking class
Fee: ¥300

 1009159
2. Health Lecture for Expectant 
Mothers
Date and time: November 25 (Wed.), 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m.
Program: Lecture on things to be careful 
about before childbirth, abnormal situations 
during pregnancy and childbirth, and how 
to prevent those situations

 1009160
▽ For Both Events
Location: Health Center 
Eligibility: Expectant mothers who live in 
Urayasu City (partner-participation is also 
permitted); 20 persons on a first-come, 
first-served basis for Pre-Mama Cooking; 
50 persons on a first-come, first-served 
basis for Health Lecture for Expectant 
Mothers
Application: Apply by telephone with the 
Health Promotion Section (Tel: 381-9058) 
from 9 a.m. on November 4 (Wed.).
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section
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