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New Year’s Greeting
Happy New Year!
I hope this message finds everyone celebrating the New Year in good health. 
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for your gracious understanding and 

cooperation with the city administration during the past year.
This year marks the 35th anniversary of the establishment of Urayasu as a city in 

1981. This year, we will also celebrate the Sanja Festival, which is held once every 
four years, and we will be able to reconfirm the energy of the Motomachi district. 
Furthermore, it will be five years since the Great East Japan Earthquake, from which our 
city suffered severe liquefaction damage. We hope to make this year a milestone year in 
which we will be able to complete recovery and reconstruction and also be a step further 
towards greater achievement.

As for the recovery and reconstruction from the Great East Japan Earthquake, we were 
able to finish most of the sewerage reconstruction as of the end of last fiscal year, over 
70 percent of the road reconstruction has been completed, and we are making progress 
toward our goal of completing at least 80 percent of all reconstruction projects by March 
2016. Among these programs, grid-form ground reconstruction for 45 households will 
begin in the Benten district, from which we were able to receive 100 percent agreement 
from the property holders to work on integrated liquefaction countermeasures for roads 
and residential property. We hope to use this construction program as an opportunity for 
liquefaction countermeasures in other districts as well, with as much agreement with 
residents and property owners as possible.

In addition, while we continue to pour our efforts into the recovery and reconstruction 
from the Great East Japan Earthquake, we will also actively work on advanced policy 
development to improve the living environment of our city residents. 

One of these projects is countermeasures for the decreasing birthrate. It is an issue that 
our country is working on. Urayasu is working on a program called “Urayasu Neuvola,” 
which provides continuous support from meeting people, marriage, pregnancy, childbirth, 
and child-raising. We are receiving a lot of attention from other local governments. To 

further improve this program, we are actively working on 
securing nursery staff, who are the central piece in child-
raising support. Specifically, in addition to improving 
benefits for nursery staff that are already working, the city 
will provide loans for the expense of acquiring nursery 
staff qualifications for those who seek them, and those 
who work in a nursery in the city after acquiring the 
qualifications will be exempt from returning the loans. We 
believe that these programs will help single parents find 
employment to make a living.

I am convinced that the construction of the new City Hall 
building will play an important role in unifying the City 
Hall functions, the scattering of which has caused problems for our city residents. The new 
building will also serve as an evacuation center during disasters, and will surely serve to 
improve city resident services. 

We are also moving forward with the construction of a baseball field within Sports 
Park, which was temporarily frozen due to the Great East Japan Earthquake. We also 
plan to expand the skateboard park. Furthermore, we are also striving to improve practice 
facilities with the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic in mind, such as the building of a court 
for wheelchair tennis.

We are also working on the reconstruction of the Urayasu Station area on the Tozai Line 
to raise the value of the town. At the same time, we are in the process of constructing a 
music hall with top-level acoustics in the nation inside the new commercial building project 
underway near Shin-Urayasu Station. We are working on city promotion of presenting our 
city’s attractive qualities to people inside and outside of the city. We are determined to strive 
to create a city in which each and every city resident can live with pride.

Allow me to conclude this greeting by expressing my best wishes that this New Year 
will be a wonderful one full of good cheer and hope for everyone.

Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu City

Happy New Year!
This Year Is the Year of the Monkey

2016

This is a picture of a common 
marmoset (also called pocket monkey 
in Japan) being raised at Traffic Park. 
It measures about 19 to 24 cm in 
height and weighs about 280 to 330 g 
and can fit on the palm of your hand.

2016 is the Year of the Monkey. 
The Monkey is the ninth of 
the 12 Chinese zodiac 
signs. We will introduce 
the 12 Chinese zodiac 
signs in more detail on 
page 2.
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❖ Chinese Zodiac Signs in Japan
The Chinese zodiac signs spread to Japan around the middle of the 6th century. 

In the Edo Period (1603–1868), the use of the signs had already spread among the 
common people.

The most common folklore about the origin of the12 zodiac signs known in Japan 
is as follows:

The Zodiac Signs for the Years from 1936 to 2016
Rat: 2008 1996 1984 1972 1960 1948 1936
Ox: 2009 1997 1985 1973 1961 1949 1937

Tiger: 2010 1998 1986 1974 1962 1950 1938
Rabbit: 2011 1999 1987 1975 1963 1951 1939
Dragon: 2012 2000 1988 1976 1964 1952 1940
Snake: 2013 2001 1989 1977 1965 1953 1941
Horse: 2014 2002 1990 1978 1966 1954 1942
Sheep: 2015 2003 1991 1979 1967 1955 1943

Monkey: 2016 2004 1992 1980 1968 1956 1944
Rooster: 2005 1993 1981 1969 1957 1945

Dog: 2006 1994 1982 1970 1958 1946
Boar 2007 1995 1983 1971 1959 1947

❖ Zodiac Signs Around the World
The folklore above presumably originated in China, and similar tales have spread to 

the Korean Peninsula, Mongolia, Central Asia, and Russia and its surrounding areas.
In addition, the 12 animals are not the same in every country. For example, 

compared to Japan, in Vietnam, the Ox is a Water Buffalo, the Rabbit is a Cat, and 
the Sheep is a Goat. In China, the same Chinese characters are used for the animals. 
However, the character meaning boar in Japan means pig in Chinese, so different 
animals are used. 

❖ The 12 Chinese Zodiac Signs
In Japan, the 12 Chinese zodiac signs are the Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Boar. Each 

year is assigned an animal according to this cycle. In Japan, many people send New Year’s greeting cards with the animal of the year drawn on 
them. In addition, some people decorate their homes with objects in the motif of the animal of the year.

People born under the same zodiac sign as that of the current year are called toshi otoko (men of the year) or toshi onna (women of the year). 
For example, if a boy was born in the year of the Monkey, he will be a toshi otoko every 12 years after, on the year of the Monkey.

These zodiac signs originated in China during the Yin Dynasty (around 1600 B.C.E. to 1046 B.C.E). These signs were used to indicate the 
order of years, months, days, hours, directions, and angles. They were also used for various types of fortune telling. The use of these signs 
spread to Japan, the Korean Peninsula, Vietnam, Russia, and Eastern Europe.

2016 Is the Year of the Monkey
What Are the Chinese Zodiac Signs?

Rat: Since rats 
procreate and grow 
rapidly, they symbolize 
prosperity for 
descendants.

Characteristics: Activeness and 
property

Ox: Since ox meat is 
an important source of 
food, and its energy is 
important for labor, this 
sign is closely related 
to society.

Characteristics: Perseverance and 
honesty

Tiger: Because of 
the beautiful pattern 
of the tiger’s fur, it 
was thought to be 
a reincarnation of 
twinkling stars in the 
night sky.

Characteristics: Decisiveness and keen 
intelligence

Rabbit: The 
gentleness of rabbits 
is a symbol of family 
safety, and their 
hopping represents a 
leap forward.

Characteristics: Gentle and obedient

Dragon: A legendary 
creature, the dragon is 
said to be auspicious. 
In ancient China, it was 
the symbol of authority.

Characteristics: Sense of justice and 
trustworthiness

Snake: The snake is 
said to be unforgiving, 
but they also never 
forget gratitude. It is 
said that they always 
repay kindness to those 
who have helped them.

Characteristics: Curiosity and passion

Horse: The horse is 
an animal with long 
ties with humanity. 
They are useful for 
man, and in return 
humans also took good 
care of horses.

Characteristics: Cheerful and fancy

Sheep: The way 
that sheep form herds 
is a symbol of family 
security, and signifies 
enduring peaceful living.

Characteristics: Peaceful and 
compassionate

Monkey: Monkeys 
were believed to be 
sages of the mountains 
and servants of 
mountain gods. They 
are also familiar as a 
subject of worship.

Characteristics: Dexterity and 
flexibility

Rooster: The rooster 
is the animal that tells 
humans the time. Since 
the word tori (meaning 
rooster in this case) 
sounds like the word 

tori-komu (to acquire), the rooster is 
also a lucky charm for businesses.
Characteristics: Kind and obliging

Dog: Dogs are social 
and loyal animals. 
They also have long 
and close ties with 
humanity.

Characteristics: Diligence and effort

Boar: The meat of 
boars is said to prevent 
illnesses, and it is a 
symbol of good health.

Characteristics: Courage and 
adventure

A long time ago, on the twilight of a certain year, a god issued 
a proclamation to all animals. “On the morning of the New Year, I 
would like all of you to give me a New Year’s greeting,” he said, “the 
first twelve animals to arrive will become the leader for a year in 
that order.”

The animals—all wanting to be first—waited anxiously for 
that day to come. However, the Cat forgot when it was that they 
were supposed to go greet the god, so he asked the Rat. The Rat 
deliberately told the Cat that the race was one day later than it 
actually was. The Cat took the Rat at his word, and happily went 
home.

On New Year’s Day, the Ox said, “Since I walk very slowly, I will 
start out early,” and left while it was still dark. The Rat—who was 
watching the Ox from the ceiling of the cowshed—jumped onto the 
Ox’s back. Without knowing what was going on, the Ox approached 
the god’s palace and realized that no other animals had arrived yet. 
As the gates opened, the Ox proclaimed, “I’m first!” In that instant, 
the Rat jumped off the Ox’s back and scurried into the gate.

Thus, the Ox was second, followed by the Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, 
Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Boar in that order. 
Since the Cat came a day late, he was not included in the cycle.

This led to the Cat holding a grudge against the Rat, and the Cat 
continues to chase the Rat to this very day.

❖ The Meanings of the 
Zodiac Signs

The zodiac signs have the following origins. Take a look to see the origin and 
meaning of your sign.
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◆ July 12 
Library Rental Reaches 50 Million Books

A ceremony was held to celebrate the total 
number of library books lent out reaching 50 
million volumes. Urayasu City Chuo Library—
which opened in March 1, 1983—achieved this 
mark in 32 years and four months, making it the 
fastest municipal library within a municipality 
with 150,000 to 200,000 residents to reach this 
threshold.

◆ August 19–21 
Hometown Urayasu Risshi-
program Students Sent on Out-
of-Prefecture Training

In order to foster independent 
and motivated practical skills that 
is necessary to lead our hometown, 
Urayasu, we sent students of the 
Risshi-program to  Miyagi  and 
Fukushima Prefecture—both which 
were badly damaged by the Great East 
Japan Eartquake.

◆ September 26
Urayasu Komachi Was 
Harvested

Urayasu  c i t izens  worked 
together with a farmer of Ogata 
Village in Akita Prefecture to 
plant rice and pull weeds, and 
Urayasu Komachi was born. 
This Urayasu Komachi has been 
available in the city since October.

◆ October 24 
Children’s Adventure 
Field Opened

Children’s Adventure 
F ie ld ,  where  ch i ld ren 
who wi l l  shoulder  the 
responsibility for the future 
can get muddy in their bare 
feet and freely do any other 
activities, opened in Takasu.

◆ November 12
Chairperson’s Award Received at the 
National Land Adjustment Competition

The Horie and Nekozane B District Land 
Readjustment Program, which was completed 
with the cooperation of many community 
residents over the course of few years, was 
recognized as a model of advanced city planning, 
and commemorated. 

◆ December 5
Event Held to Celebrate 
the Week of Persons with 
Disabilities

An event was held at Shin-Urayasu 
Station Plaza to coincide with the 
Week of Persons with Disabilities, 
with the goal of heighten awareness 
and understanding towards persons 
with disabilities.

◆ January 6 
Wellness Point Project Began

To act as a motivator for all city residents to start exercising, 
the Wellness Point Project—through which residents can 
accumulate points for walking and exchange them for shopping 
certificates and other items—began.

◆ February 2 
Takasu Junior High School 
Emblem and School Song 
Presentation

The new school song and 
emblem—which were decided 
by the public—was presented at 
Takasu Junior High School, which 
opened in April 2014. A hand-off 
ceremony for the school flag with 
the new emblem and a chorus of 
the new school song occurred.

◆ March 8 
Shin-Urayasu Station Plaza 
Music Festival Was Held

This music festival—whose goal is 
to provide a venue for youth culture 
and art activities—was held for the 
first time. Fifteen music groups, 
including an elementary school chorus 
participated.

◆ April 1 
Urayasu City Sports Park 
Track and Field Stadium 
Opened

Urayasu City Sports Park 
Track and Field Stadium—
which can be used for official 
competitions in addition to 
enjoying soccer and rugby—
opened within Sports Park.

◆ May 17 
The Red Bull Air Race Was 
Held

The Red Bull Air Race was 
held and a takeoff and landing 
area for airplanes was created in 
Urayasu City. There was a public 
viewing area in Sogo Park, and 
many city residents enjoyed the 
thrill of seeing the world’s top 
aerial performance up close. 

◆ June 1 
Single-Day Post-Childbirth 
Daytime Care Service 
Began

In consideration of the physical 
and emotional changes unique to 
mothers after childbirth, a single-
day post-childbirth daytime care 
service—through which both 
mother and child can relax and 
feel refreshed—was started. 

2016 Is the Year of the Monkey
What Are the Chinese Zodiac Signs?

Events of Last Year
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for January

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

Applications Accepted for Long-Term Bicycle Parking Lot 
Permits for April 2016 and Beyond

The Urayasu City website has an automated translation function for English, Chinese, Korean, Tagalog, French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese.
In addition, when the ID code for each article is entered in the “City News Page ID Search Engine” of the Urayasu City website, the applicable article will appear. Since the 

ID code for each article is fixed, you can easily find information that could not completely fit in Urayasu City News by searching the website.

Multi-Language Translations Available for the Urayasu City Website

■Recruiting Tenants for Chiba 
Prefectural Housing for January 2016
Application: File an application form 
(available at the Housing Affairs Section 
[Urayasu City Hall No. 2 Bldg. 2F] and 
city administration offices; and at the 
Urayasu City Hall Custodian’s Office 
[Urayasu City Hall Main Bldg. B1F] on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and national holidays 
and during non-business hours) with 
the Chiba Prefecture Public Housing 
Corporation (1-16 Sakaecho, Chuo-
ku, Chiba City, 260-0016) by mail by 
January 15 (Fri.; must be postmarked by 
this date).
Note: For more information, please visit 
the Chiba Prefecture Public Housing 
Corporation website (http://www.chiba
-kousya.or.jp).
Inquiries: Housing Affairs Section

 1012278

■Poppins Nursery School 
Urayasu Will Start Post-Illness 
Childcare Services
Temporary childcare services for children 
for whom receiving childcare in a group 
setting is difficult due to recovery from 
an illness will start from January 4 (Mon.) 
in the following location. Please call for 
more information.
Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Note: Not available on 
national holidays or during the year-end/
New Year holidays.
Location: Poppins Nurser y School 
Urayasu (3-27-13 Kitazakae)
Eligibility: Children from 57 days of age up 
to the third grade of elementary school 
who live in Urayasu City or are enrolled 
in a licensed nursery school in the city.
Fee: ¥2,500 per day
Application: Please call the facility to 
make a reservation to register for use 
directly at the facility. Then make a 
reservation for the day you would like to 
use the services afterwards.
Inquiries: Poppins Nurser y School 
Urayasu, Tel: 711-4239
(Nursery Schools and Kindergar tens 
Affairs Section)

 1012504

■New Year Shishimai (Lion Dance) 
and Kagami Biraki (Cutting 
Round Mochi)
Date and time: January 10 (Sun.), 2016, 2 
to 3:30 p.m. 
Capacity: 200 persons on a first-come, 
first-served basis (numbered tickets will 
be distributed from 1:30 p.m.)
Description: A performance of the 
lion dance, which is said to bring good 
for tune. Oshiruko (sweet bean paste 
soup) will be served. 
Inquiries: Folk Museum

 1012383

■Let’s Enjoy New Year’s Games
Date and time: January 11 (Mon.), 2016, 
1 to 3:30 p.m. 
Program: Playing traditional Japanese 
New Year’s games, such as karuta 
(traditional card game) and fukuwarai 
(make-a-face game) 
Inquiries: Folk Museum

 1012384

■Exhibition: Bolivia—Learning 
about the City in the Skies
Date and time: January 8 (Fri.) through 
January 28 (Thu.), 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Location: International Center
Program: Exhibition of ethnic clothes, 
ceramics, and other cultural aspects of 
Bolivia
Note: No reservations are necessary. 
Simply come to the site during the 
exhibition period.
Inquiries: International Center, Tel: 306-
5181 (Local Network Section)

 1012474

Primary Emergency Care: Emergency Medical Clinic and  
Holiday Emergency Dental Clinic (within the Health Center)

▽ Internal Medicine and Pediatrics 
Days and times: Sundays, national holidays, and from January 1 (national holiday) 
through January 3 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 8 to 11 p.m. 
Location and Tel: Emergency Clinic, Tel: 381-9999 (only during clinic hours)
▽ Dentistry
Date and time: Sundays, national holidays, and from January 1 (national holiday) 
through January 3 (Sun.), 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
Location and Tel: Holiday Emergency Dental Clinic, Tel: 381-4749 (only during clinic 
hours)
Note: When coming for an examination, please bring your health insurance card 
and child medical subsidy recipient card.

Secondary Emergency Care: Emergency Medical Institutions on Duty 
(Internal Medicine/Surgery)

Days, location and Tel: January 1 (national holiday), Urayasu Hospital (4-1-18 
Kitazakae), Tel: 353-8411; January 2 (Sat.): Juntendo University Urayasu Hospital (2-1-
1 Tomioka), Tel: 353-3111; January 3 (Sun.): Urayasu Central Hospital (3-2-6 Tomioka), 
Tel: 352-2115
Note: Please call the medical institution before you go for an examination.

Emergency Pediatrics

Tokyo Bay Urayasu Ichikawa Medical Center (3-4-32 Todaijima; Tel: 351-3101) and 
Juntendo University Urayasu Hospital (2-1-1 Tomioka; Tel: 353-3111) are available 
on a 24-hour basis during the New Year holidays. Please call the medical institution 
before you go for an examination.

 1008515

Medical Institutions on Duty during 
the New Year Holidays

Application period

January 15 (Fri.) to February 
15 (Mon.; applications must be 

received by this date)

Application: Complete an application 
form (available at any municipal bicycle 
parking lot with a custodian or for down-
load from Urayasu City’s website) and 
submit it in person along with the re-
quired document (the applicant’s official 
identification that confirms his/her name 
and address, such as a health insurance 
card [a student ID is required if you want 
to get a high school student’s discount], 
which is to be shown at the time of appli-
cation or a copy thereof submitted) to a 
municipal bicycle parking lot with a cus-
todian. (Those applying for Shin-Urayasu 
Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 13 should 
apply there in person.)
Note: You can also apply online. Please 
see Urayasu City’s website for more in-
formation.
Notifications of the results will be mailed 
in mid-March.

Inquiries: Traffic Safety Section
 1012222

●Fees for parking lots with designated parking spaces (bicycles only)

Parking lot Floor Periodic use fee (monthly)

Urayasu 
Station

No. 1 3F
Adult: ¥1,290, high school student or younger: ¥860

No. 2 1F & 2F

Shin-
Urayasu 
Station

No. 1 1F & 2F
3F　　Adult: ¥1,290, high school student or younger: ¥860
2F　　Adult: ¥1,620, high school student or younger: ¥1,080
1F　　Adult: ¥1,830, high school student or younger: ¥1,220
B1　　Adult: ¥1,620, high school student or younger: ¥1,080

No. 4 3F

No. 5 1F

No. 13 1F & B1

●Fees for parking lots without designated parking spaces

Parking lot Vehicle type Periodic use fee (monthly)

Urayasu 
Station

No. 3 Bicycle & 
moped

●	Bicycle
Adult: ¥720, high school student or younger: ¥480
（Adult: ¥480, high school student or younger: ¥320 for 
Urayasu Station No. 9 and Shin-Urayasu Station No. 2）

●	Moped
Adult: ¥1,210, high school student or younger: ¥810
（Adult: ¥810, high school student or younger: ¥540 for 
Urayasu Station No. 9)

No. 4–6 & 8 Bicycle

No. 7 Bicycle & 
moped

No. 9 Bicycle & 
moped

No. 13 & 14 Bicycle

Shin-
Urayasu 
Station

No. 2 & 8 Bicycle

No. 3 Bicycle & 
moped

No. 10 Moped

Maihama 
Station

No. 1 & 3 Bicycle

No. 2 Bicycle & 
moped

Note: The number of space available in Maihama Station No. 2 is limited due to construction 
and other factors.
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