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Did you know that earthquakes happen frequently in Japan? Since the ground and buildings shake when an earthquake 
strikes, some people feel surprised and scared and may even panic.

To keep damage to a minimum, it is important to learn about earthquakes and be prepared. Doing so will help you protect 
yourself and your family.
Inquiries: Disaster Prevention Section

The light motor vehicle tax is levied on those who own a motor scooter, light 
motor vehicle, small-sized special vehicle, or small motorcycle as of April 1. 

For this reason, even if you complete the designated procedures for disposal of 
your vehicle on or after April 1, you must still pay the tax (annual tax) for the entire 
year. Accordingly, please be sure to complete the designated procedures for vehicle 
disposal by March 31 (Thu.)

Please inquire for more details on the procedures.
Please note that those who own a light motor vehicle as of April 1 will be mailed 

tax notifications and invoices in the middle of May.

○ The Light Motor Vehicle Tax Rate Will Be Revised From FY2016
The standard tax rate for motor scooters and two-wheeled vehicles will be raised 

to around 1.5 times that of the current tax rate (an increase of at least ¥2,000). To 
promote eco-friendliness, light four-wheeled motor vehicles for which 13 years 
have passed since the initial inspection will be taxed about 20 percent more, and 
light four-wheeled vehicles that meet environmental standards and were bought in 
FY2015 will be taxed less (special eco-friendly rate) depending on the vehicle’s fuel 
consumption specifications.

Inquiries: Residential Tax Section 

Complete the Designated Procedures for Disposal of Motor 
Scooters and Light Motor Vehicles by March 21 (Thu.) 

Japan Is a Country with Frequent 
Earthquakes—Let’s Be Prepared

 1013260

When a Disaster Strikes, Only Take 
Deliberate Actions

When a major earthquake strikes, public transportation 
stops, and many people are expected to have difficulty 
getting home. However, if everyone started to walk home 
at once in a disaster, not only would it be dangerous 
because of fires and falling objects from buildings 
along the street, it could also obstruct rescue and relief 
activities, which should have the highest priority.
○ First of all, protect yourself.
○ Stay in a safe location, such as your place of 

employment or a commercial facility.
○ Confirm the safety of your family and your 

home with disaster message services (See 
below).

○ Obtain information on 
transportation and damage.

Things to Prepare on a Regular Basis

○ Carry a portable radio and map to obtain proper information during a disaster.
○ Keep sneakers that are comfortable for walking, as well as flashlights, gloves, 

drinking water, and food at your workplace or other places in case you need to 
evacuate.

○ Discuss with your family in advance how to confirm each other’s safety and 
where to meet when a disaster strikes.

○ Confirm the way home on foot and by bus.
○ Install braces to keep furniture from toppling, collapsing, 

and moving.
 When a major earthquake strikes, you could be seriously 

injured if a refrigerator or shelf falls on top of you. When 
you rearrange your workplace or move, make sure to fasten 
furniture in place and take other measures to prevent falling.

○ Prepare emergency supplies.
 Emergency supplies are what you bring when 

you first evacuate at the time of a disaster. Place a 
flashlight, medical supplies such as medicine and 
adhesive bandages, and water and canned foods 
for the whole family in a backpack, and keep it 
in a place where it will be easy to grab when you 
evacuate.

○ Keep a stock of supplies for an emergency.
 An emergency stock is for supporting the family for a few days until lifelines 

are restored. When a major disaster strikes, there is a possibility that waterworks 
and other public utilities may become unusable, and rescue efforts by disaster 
prevention organizations may be delayed due to road damage. Keep at least a 
seven-day supply of water and food so you can live on your own for a few days 
after the disaster.

Urayasu City Programs

Evacuation sites in Urayasu City have prepared multilingual information cards.
Additionally, in January, a training class for supporters of foreign residents 

during a disaster was held, with the aim of helping foreigners living or visiting 
Japan when a disaster strikes. In this class, Japanese residents prepared for a 
disaster by learning about issues that foreigners may face and what volunteers can 
do when a disaster strikes.

Disaster Message Service

Immediately after a disaster strikes, telephone lines—especially mobile 
phone lines—may be jammed because calls to confirm or inquire about 
safety will come flooding in. The following disaster message services are 
convenient ways to confirm safety. These services conduct tests on the 1st 
and the 15th of the month that you can use to confirm the procedures for 
the services in advance.
○ Disaster Message Dial (171)
 Messages to a landline telephone number can be 

recorded and replayed to confirm a person’s safety. 
Dial 171 and follow the recorded instructions to 
record or confirm a message. This service can be 
used from regular telephones, public telephones, 
mobile phones, PHS phones, and smartphones.

○ You can use the Disaster Message Board to post or confirm text 
messages. Please choose “Disaster Message Board” from the website of 
your mobile phone company to post or confirm a message. This service 
can be used from cell phones, PHS phones, and smartphones that are 
connected to the Internet.
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

Everyone is familiar with the names Leonardo de Vinci, Thomas Edison, and Albert Ein-
stein, as well as those of contemporary figures such as Steve Jobs, a founder of Apple Inc., Bill 
Gates, a founder of Microsoft Corporation, and movie director Steven Spielberg, who created 
many famous movies. These people have made prominent contributions to history.

They also are all believed to have what was called “Asperger’s syndrome” until 2013 and 
is now known as “Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)” due to changes in the clinical name and 
diagnostic standards.

Last year, on November 27, at the Development Support Seminar sponsored by Urayasu 
City, we welcomed clinical psychologist Dr. Tomoko Haramaki as the lecturer. Dr. Haramaki 
mentioned the abovementioned names and said “if it weren’t for these people with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, we would still be living in caves today.”

ASD refers to a wide range of developmental disorders, from autism to what is commonly 
known as Asperger’s syndrome. Some are accompanied by intellectual disability and others 
are not. While people with ASD do not care much about societal ties, they are very particular 
about certain things. When it comes to interpersonal relationships, communication is not easy 
for them, and it is said that it is difficult for them to live in a group.

Literally, they have a “social disorder.”
The aforementioned people who contributed significantly to history did not do well in 

school during their childhood, are said to have had no friends, and are believed to have always 
suffered in loneliness. They were labeled as “different,” and we can almost definitely say that 
they had a difficult life.

On the other hand, it is also well known that there was always someone there who continued 
to protect these people, whether it was their parents, teachers, or someone who was just always 
there. 

Currently, the “Isai Hakkutsu Project (Exceptional Gift Excavation Project)” has begun 
under the leadership of Dr. Kenryu Nakamura of the Tokyo University Research Center for 
Advanced Science and Technology. The project was introduced on NHK educational TV. 

On January 18, a lecture was held at Culture Hall by the Disability Program Section. After 
the lecture, I had the opportunity to talk with Dr. Nakamura; Hirotaro Nonaka, a 2nd year stu-
dent of Mihama Junior High School who was selected out of 600 candidates as “exceptional” 
and also appeared on educational TV; his mother; and Reiko Hosoda, the superintendent of 
city education.

I was able to see with my own eyes during that hour and a half that what they were saying 
on TV was true—that ASD was not a disability for young Hirotaro but a part of his identity.

Although Hirotaro’s luck of being blessed with Dr. Nakamura, his family, and his future 
outlook is something to celebrate from the bottom of my heart, I also felt that we cannot just 
say luck was the defining factor. We must work hard to make sure the future of children with 
ASD—those who have the potential of moving history—is bright.

Today, the environment surrounding developmental disabilities is greatly changing.
Five universities—Osaka University, Kanazawa University, Hamamatsu University School 

of Medicine, Chiba University, and the University of Fukui—have created the United Gradu-
ate School of Child Development and are working together on research on developmental dis-
abilities with the goal of early detection and extremely early treatment.

It is said that if properly treated at an early stage, developmental disorders—such as not be-
ing able to relate to other people—can be significantly reduced. Urayasu City will start an op-
tional test at the checkup for 18-month-olds as a new program for the new fiscal year. This test 
will allow parents to have their children undergo specialized exams, such as an eye-movement 
test. Additionally, we are planning on conducting extremely early treatment, such as commu-
nication drills by clinical (developmental) psychologists at specialized facilities within the city.

We will continue to work to ensure that all children can proudly walk in a bright future.

Autism Spectrum Disorder
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for March

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

■ National Road No. 357 
(Tokyo-bound) Will Be Closed 
at Night

Due to bridge construction work in 
conjunction with the building of the Tokyo 
Outer Ring Road, westbound National 
Road No. 357 (Tokyo-bound, Kouya area) 
will be closed at night. Your understanding 
and cooperation in this matter would be 
deeply appreciated. For detours and other 
information please, visit the Urayasu City 
website.
Date and time: March 6 (Sun.), 13 (Sun.), 
and 27 (Sun.), 12 to 5 a.m.
Inquiries: NEXCO, East Japan Customer 
Center, Tel: 0570-024-024
(City Development Policy Section)
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■ Termination of Subsidies 
for the Purchase of a Garbage 
Disposal

Urayasu Ci ty  has  subs id ized the 
purchase of garbage disposals with the 
goal of reducing combustible garbage 
through the efficient use of kitchen scraps. 
Since our rough goal has been reached, 
this subsidy program will be terminated 
with the applications received by March 
31 (Thu.).

Thank you for your cooperation in this 
program.
Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section
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■ Termination of Free 
Distribution and Sale of Reusable 
Shopping Bags

To reduce the use of plastic shopping 
bags, Urayasu City offered reusable 
shopping bags for free and for sale. Since 
our rough goal has been reached, this 
program will be terminated on March 31 
(Thu.).

Thank you for your cooperation in this 
program.
Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section
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■ Recruiting Users of City 
Resident Farms

Urayasu City is recruiting users for 
the city resident farm—located in Katori 
City—that will use the farm on a yearly-
basis. Come produce vegetables in the 
great outdoors, surrounded by r ich 
naturally green scenery. Local instructors 
will help those who are beginners at 
farming.
Date and time: April 29 (national holiday, 
Fri.) through March 31, 2017 (Fri.)
Location: Michi-no-Eki Kurimoto “Fureai 
Farm” (Katori City, Chiba Prefecture)
Eligibility: Those who live in Urayasu City, 
about 50 groups (1 area of land [about 50 
square meters] per group; a lottery will be 
held if the number of applications exceeds 
the capacity)
Fee: Free of charge for the first fiscal 
year (a fee is charged for those who will 
continue to use the land or if it is not their 
first time using the program)
Application: Apply by telephone with the 
Commerce, Industry and Tourism Section 
no later than March 31 (Thu.).
Inquir ies :  Commerce Industr y and 
Tourism Section
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■ Children’s Adventure Field 
Has Been Officially Nicknamed 
“Urakko Adventure Field”

A naming contest was held for Children’s 
Adventure Field, which opened last October. 
A total of 102 entries were received. After 
a voting process, the nickname “Urakko 
Adventure Field” was chosen. 
Inquiries: Youth Section
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■ Lottery for the Use of Culture 
Hall in April 2017

Cu l tu re  Ha l l  w i l l  be  c lo sed  fo r 
renovations from July 2016 through March 
2017. A lottery will be held to select users 
of the large hall in April 2017. If you would 
like to use the large hall, please come for 
the lottery.
Date and time: April 1 (Fri.), from 10 a.m. 
(The reception desk  for the lottery will be 
open from 8:45 to 10 a.m.)
Location: Culture Hall
Note: No applications are required. Simply 
come to the site on the lottery day.
Inquiries: Culture Hall, Tel: 353-1121
(Lifelong Learning Section)
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■ The “Yuzurimasu” and 
“Yuzutte Kudasai” Programs 
Will Be Terminated

The “Yuzurimasu (will donate)” and 
“Yuzutte Kudasa i  (p lease donate)” 
programs conducted by Urayasu City with 
the goal of streamlining everyday living 
through the efficient use of used items will 
be terminated on March 31 (Thu.), since 
the rough goal for the programs has been 
reached. Posting will also be terminated 
on March 31 (Thu.). Thank you for your 
cooperation in this program.
Inquiries: Consumer Advisory Center
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■ Takasu Integrated 
Community Support Center 
(Tomozuna Takasu) Will Open 
on April 1

A facility that offers various types of 
support, such as support for nursing care, 
welfare, health, and medical services, so that 
the elderly can live in the communities they 
are accustomed to, will open in Takasu as well. 
Covered area: Akemi, Hinode, and Takasu
Address: 9-3-1 Takasu (within the Special 
Home for the Elderly)
Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Closed on 
Saturdays, Sundays, national holidays, and 
during the year-end/New Year holidays 
[December 29 to January 3])
Inquiries: Nekozane Integrated Community 
Support Center, Tel: 381-9037
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■ Accepting Requests for 
Pruning Branches and Mowing 
Lawns

Requests from households for pruning 
branches and mowing lawns are being 
accepted.

Work period: April 1 through March 31, 
2017
Application: Send a postcard or fax 
(giving your name [with furigana], address, 
telephone number, type of work requested, 
and month of desired work [include a 
second choice]) to the Urayasu City 
“Silver” Human Resources Center (2-12-7 
Nekozane 279-0004, Tel: 355-4002) from 
March 1 (Tue.).
Note: Requests for cutting branches are 
on a first-come, first-served basis and are 
only accepted once per fiscal year per 
household.
Inquiries: Urayasu City “Silver” Human 
Resources Center, Tel: 355-4001
(Senior Citizens Support Section)
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■ Roadside Culture Festival
Date and time: March 20 (national holiday, 
Sun.), 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Shin-Urayasu Station Plaza
Program: Dance contests, dance battles, 
capoeira experience, and more
Inquiries: Kitakawa (URS Street Dance 
Association), Tel: 352-5747
(Lifelong Learning Section)
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■ The Sidewalk of Wakashio-
dori Avenue Has Been Expanded

The s idewa l k  o f  Wakash io -dor i 
Avenue (near Irifune 2-chome) has been 
expanded so that pedestrians can walk 
safely and comfor tably. With this, the 
sidewalks of the Irifune 2-chome area are 
now 4-meters wide.
Inquiries: City Development Policy Section
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■ Cherry Blossom Walking
Date and time: March 29 (Tue.), 9:45 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m.
Note: Meet at the Health Center. Will be 
cancelled if it rains.
Eligibility: 30 persons who live in Urayasu 
City, on a first-come, first-served basis
Program: Walking through areas in the 
city with cherry blossom trees with Health 
Promotion Section staff
Application: Apply by telephone from 9 
a.m. on March 1 (Tue.) with the Health 
Promotion Section (Tel: 381-9059).
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section

 1013199

urayasu1603.indd   2 2016/02/23   13:30




