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Population and No. of 
Households in Urayasu

Urayasu has various parks and greenways where you can exercise, 
jog, and move your body in other ways.

In this issue, we will describe the green area along Hinode Sanbanze, 
which became available for use in March, and Takasu Kaihin Park, 
which has installed new equipment for maintaining good health.

Come enjoy the parks in the city during this season that is about to 
begin, when the days are warmer and it feels wonderful to be outdoors.

Enjoy Exercising at 
Parks in the City

The green area along Hinode Sanbanze, which was prepared by Chiba Prefecture 
Enterprise Agency, has become available for use.

The green area is about 1.8 kilometers long and 20 meters wide. There are promenades, 
bicycle roads, observation terraces, rest areas, exercise equipment (see right), and a biotope.

With the completion of this green area, the three green 
areas—along Hinode Sanbanze, Akemi Seashore, and 
Akemi Sakaigawa River—total about 4.6 kilometers.

In addition, Hinode 
Road, which runs 
between the Irifune 
area and the Hinode 
area ,  i s  a lso  now 
available for use.

Exercise equipment was installed in Takasu Kaihin Park in March.
Exercise equipment refers to playground-like equipment (facilities) in-
stalled in parks that can be enjoyed by adults as well; it helps maintain 
strong and healthy bodies by, for example, encouraging stretching and 
building muscles. Urayasu City has installed similar equipment in parks 
in 22 locations in addition to Takasu Kaihin Park (see bottom).

The seven types of equipment installed in Takasu Kaihin Park include 
stretching equipment, muscle training equipment, and equipment that 
helps users do light aerobic exercise and cool down with stretching.

In addition, there is a walking course in Takasu Kaihin Park (a lap is 
about 500 meters and there are signs indicating calories burned and times 
at different speeds) as well as a park golf area and observation deck. The 
park can be enjoyed together by everyone from children to adults.

Park Address No. of 
equipment

Shinmei Gaiku Park 2-19 Nekozane 1

Flower-dori Street Park 3-11 Horie 2

Egawa Gaiku Park 2-1 Horie 2

Ushio Gaiku Park 4-2 Horie 1

Kairaku Park 2-36 Kairaku 8

Higashino-kita Gaiku Park 1-14 Higashino 1

Mihama Park 5-14 Mihama 20

Mihama-higashi Dai-ni Gaiku Park 5-14 Mihama 3

Irifune-minami Gaiku Park 4-11 Irifune 2

Tomioka Dai-ni Jido Park 4-4 Tomioka 6

Benten Chuo Gaiku Park 2-19 Benten 1

Miakegawa Park Near 3-2 Benten 2

Benten Fureai-no Mori Park 4-13 Benten 12

Sports Park 2-27 Maihama 8

Maihama Park 2-1 Maihama 3

Takasu Kaihin Park 9-2 Takasu 7

Takasu Chuo Park 4-1 Takasu 3

Akemi Dai-yon Gaiku Park 5-8 Akemi 3

Sogo Park 7-2 Akemi 12

Hinode Dai-ni Gaiku Park 2-4 Hinode 3

Hinode Ohisama Park 5-2 Hinode 4

Hinode Dai-yon Gaiku Park 3-3 Hinode 3

Hinode Dai-go Gaiku Park 8-1 Hinode 2

Note: The types of equipment are different at each park.

Inquiries: 
Concerning the green area along Hinode Sanbanze: 
Parks & Public Areas Section  1013393

Concerning Hinode Road: City Development Policy Section  1013608
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In April 1889, the three villages of Horie, Nekozane, and Todaijima merged by municipal ordinance to become Urayasu Village. In September 1909, 
the village grew to become Urayasu Town. Despite the town’s proximity to Tokyo, since it was a solitary island-like land surrounded on three sides by 
the sea and rivers, there was no major growth during the Meiji, Taisho, or pre-war Showa Era.

However, in 1962, some fishing industry rights were abandoned, and from 1964—with the start of the creation of landfill areas—Urayasu changed 
significantly. In 1969, the Tozai Subway Line began operations, and in 1971, all fishing industry rights were abandoned. The second landfill program 
was conducted, and the area urbanized rapidly.

Then in April 1981, Urayasu City was created by city ordinance. In 1983, Tokyo Disneyland opened. After that, major resort hotels were constructed 
in the area, and the town gained a strong international atmosphere. In December 1988, the JR Keiyo Line began operations, and the areas around Shin-
Urayasu Station and Maihama Station grew, making Urayasu one of the leading cities in the Tokyo Bay area. 

During this fiscal year, various events celebrating the 35th anniversary of our city will be conducted.
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

Time flies by, as it is already March, or Yayoi in the ancient Japa-
nese calendar.

In the ancient calendar, January was called Mutsuki, a word signify-
ing relatives and friends coming together and deepening relationships. 
February was called Kisaragi, for the layers of clothing that were worn because of the cold.

March, a time when you can almost hear the voice of spring, was called Yayoi, a word signify-
ing plants and trees finally beginning to bud.

This year marks the fifth spring since the Great East Japan Earthquake. We have one more 
year left in our street liquefaction countermeasure project.

Thanks to the efforts of all city residents and the hard work of the Recovery and Liquefaction 
Countermeasures Project Team, we were able to receive the agreement of 45 homes in three 
parts of the Benten 2-chome area, and the project was approved at the assembly meeting of De-
cember of last year. Construction in the area will soon begin. 

The Liquefaction Countermeasures Project Team is composed of eight young staff members 
led by Keiji Daigo. Explanatory meetings were conducted for 4,103 homes of 16 districts.

Meetings explaining land surveys and housing condition surveys for each area, as well as spe-
cific proposed programs were conducted, with a total of 239 meetings in 11 months. If we add 
the study meetings on districts that were held before, a total of 436 meetings were held.

Until now, in the entire world, there has never been a case of liquefaction countermeasures for 
already existing residential land. We heard many city residents suggest that we should increase 
our manpower. However, the members of the team have been motivated by the motto “we can 
only be the best because there are so few of us” and have been sacrificing their weekends since 
the team’s formation and devoting their time to responding to all the city residents.

I would like to once again express my heartfelt respect for all the city residents who made a 
decision for peace of mind in the future by agreeing to the program even though it meant that 
they had to personally bear the expense.

This street liquefaction countermeasure project is the only project related to liquefaction coun-
termeasures that can use national reconstruction funds. 

From among several construction methods to protect Urayasu from liquefaction in preparation 
for future earthquakes, after deliberations of the Street Liquefaction Countermeasure Potential 
Consideration Committee composed of Japan’s top level professionals in the field of ground 
engineering and civil engineering, it was concluded that the grillwork ground improvement con-
struction method, which creates grillwork walls in the ground for each individual residential land 
area, would be the most effective method for our city.

Although Chiba City will use the underground water level lowering construction method, 
which keeps personally borne expenses to a minimum, Urayasu City concluded that this method 
is not suitable for our city because the risk of land subsidence would be extremely high if this 
method were conducted with our ground conditions.

To reach this conclusion, the committee conducted simulations by computer and centrifugal 
load experiments at the research institute of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and 
Tourism, as well as experiments actually using the two construction methods in the city.

It was a conclusion made after verifying all conceivable possibilities, but the greatest issue of 
all was the matter of personally borne expenses.

As a result of negotiations with the national government—which would not agree at first—the 
expenses for residential areas were cut in half. Furthermore, Urayasu actually kept the cost down 
to one-third the expense by offering independent subsidies with a ceiling of one million yen. 

Construction will begin for the 45 homes that attended explanatory meetings and agreed to 
construction the earliest. Construction will begin for the other areas as well after required proce-
dures are completed. These procedures include submitting proposals to the city assembly from 
the areas that gave their agreement.

Considering the schedule of the city assembly and our desire to complete construction during 
FY2016, we believe the time remaining is half a year. Even under these conditions, the project 
team is determined to do their best without regrets to the very end.

One More Year Remaining
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for April

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

■ Organization of Urayasu City 
Hall Will Change as of April 1
• The name of the Mayor’s Office will be 

changed to the Planning Department.
• A City Promotion Office will be established 

within the Planning Department.
• City history editing duties previously 

handled by the Lifelong Learning Section 
of the Lifelong Learning Depar tment 
will be transferred to the Planning 
Depar tment , and a  C i ty  H i s tor y 
Compilation Office will be established.

• Pension duties previously handled by the 
Civic Affairs Section will be unified with 
the National Health Insurance Section 
of the Health and Welfare Department, 
a National Health Insurance & Pension 
Section will be established in the Civic 
Commerce Department, and the name of 
the NHI Premiums Desk will be changed 
to the Health Insurance Premiums Desk.

• City resident consultation duties  (except 
the Foreign Res ident ’s  Ass istance 
Desk) previously handled by the Local 
Network Section of the Civic Commerce 
Depar tment will be handled by the 
Public Relations Section of the Planning 
Department.

Note: For more information concerning 
organizational changes, please call the office 
below.
Inquiries: General Affairs Section

 1005880

■ City Tax Payment 
Postponement System

If you are having difficulty paying taxes for a 
designated reason, you can apply to postpone 
payment of taxes (for, as a rule, up to one 
year). Recently, a new Asset Conversion 
Postponement by Application program has 
been established. When filing an application, 
you must have documents that certify the 
reason for postponement and documents 
that clarify your income/expenditures and 
your assets. Please call for consultation if you 
would like to apply for this program.
Inquiries: 
Concerning National Health Insurance: 
National Health Insurance & Pension 
Section
Concerning other city taxes: Tax Collection 
Section

 1013273

■ You Can Pay Fixed Assets Tax 
and Light Motor Vehicle Tax with 
Your Credit Card

You can pay your fixed assets tax and 
light motor vehicle tax by credit card by 
accessing the Yahoo! Public Fund Payment 
website (PC: http://koukin.yahoo.co.jp; 
mobile: http://koukin.mobile.yahoo.co.jp) 
and entering the invoice number written 
on your invoice, the confirmation number, 
and your credit card information.

Payment by credit card can only be 
completed online before the payment 
deadline. You cannot pay by credit card at 
financial institutions, convenience stores, or 
at the City Hall service counter.

In addition, settlement fees that you must 
pay are charged per invoice depending on 
the amount on the invoice. The settlement 
fees are free for invoices for ¥10,000 
or less; ¥108 (including tax) for invoices 
between ¥10,001 and ¥20,000; and ¥108 
per additional increment of ¥10,000.
Acceptable credit cards: VISA, MasterCard, 
JCB, American Express, and Diners Club.
Inquiries: Tax Collection Section

 1013631

■ Recruiting Tenants for Chiba 
Prefectural Housing
Application: File an application form 
(available at the Housing Affairs Section 
[Urayasu City Hall No. 2 Bldg. 2F] and city 
administration offices or, on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and national holidays and during 
non-business hours, at the Urayasu City 
Hall Custodian’s Office [Urayasu City 
Hall Main Bldg. B1F]) with the Chiba 
Prefecture Public Housing Corporation (1-
16 Sakaecho, Chuo-ku, Chiba City, 260-
0016) by mail by April 15 (Fri.; must be 
postmarked by this date).
Note: For more information, please visit 
the Chiba Prefecture Public Housing 
Corporation website (http://www.chiba 
-kousya.or.jp).
Inquiries: Chiba Prefecture Public Housing 
Corporation Recruiting Section
(Housing Affairs Section)

 1013404

■ School Lunch Fee Reduction 
Program for Third and 
Subsequent Children Will Begin

Starting from this academic year, Urayasu 
City will reduce the school lunch fee for 
students of Urayasu municipal elementary 
and junior high schools who are the third 
or subsequent child of the family.

Third and subsequent children are 
eligible if three or more children are 
dependents of the family, go to school, and 
will reach 22 years of age on or after April 
2016. Information, such as how to apply, will 
be announced by the school.
Inquiries: Public Health & Spor t Safety 
Section

 1013599

■ Higashi-Kanto Expressway and 
Metropolitan Expressway Bayshore 
Route Will Be Closed at Night

Due to bridge construction associated 
with the construction of the Tokyo Outer 
Ring Road, the Higashi-Kanto Expressway 
and Metropolitan Expressway Bayshore 
Route (between Chidoricho and Wangan-
Ichikawa) will be closed during the night. 
Your understanding and cooperation is 
deeply appreciated.
Days and time: April 10 (Sun.) and 23 (Sat.), 
11 p.m. to 5 a.m. (Extra dates: April 11 
[Mon.], 12 [Tue.], 24 [Sun.], and 25 [Mon.], 
during the same hours)
Inquiries: NEXCO East Japan Customer 
Center, Tel: 0570-024-024
(City Development Policy Section)

 1013633

■ The Location of the Short-Stay 
Program for Children Has Changed

The location of the short-stay program 
for children has changed as follows:
Facility: Chiba Betaniya Home
Location: 2-9-13 Konodai, Ichikawa City
Note: For more information, such as 
application procedures, please call the office 
below.
Inquiries: Child Services Section

 1013558

■ Urayasu City Global Festival 
Recruiting Participants

We  a r e  r e c r u i t i n g  g r o u p s  t o 
participate in the Urayasu City Global 
Festival, which will be held at Shin-

Urayasu Station Plaza on May 8 (Sun.). 
Capacity: Five groups (If the number of ap-
plications exceed the capacity, a lottery will 
be held.)

Application: Please bring a completed 
application form (available at the Global 
Festival Executive Committee Office [within 
the Local Network Section]) and the 
required documents directly to the Global 
Festival Executive Committee Office no 
later than 4 p.m. April 12 (Tue.).
Inquiries: Local Network Section

 1013635

■ Time Travel Exhibit—Traveling 
to an Unknown Time like Traveling 
to an Unknown Land
Date and time: April 29 (Fri.) through May 
5 (Thu.), 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: Shimin Plaza
Program: A participation-type exhibit in 
which visitors travel through different times.
Inquiries: Youth Center, Tel: 700-6203
(Youth Section)

 1013615

■ Bus Tour for “Shisui Rice” 
Planting Experience 
Date and time: May 5 (Thu.; national 
holiday), 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Will be cancelled 
in inclement weather.)
Location: Shisuimachi (Inba-gun, Chiba 
Prefecture)
Eligibility: Elementary and junior high 
school student who live in Urayasu City 
and their parent/guardian (Capacity is 50 
persons; a lottery will be held if the number 
of applications exceeds the capacity.)
Program: Rice-planting experience, a 
leisurely stroll through the area, and more
Fee: ¥2,000 (¥1,500 for elementary school 
students and younger; meals and insurance 
included)
Application: Apply no later than April 15 
(Fri.; must be received by this date) with the 
Commerce, Industry and Tourism Section 
(Urayasu City Hall 279-8501; Tel: 351-8600; 
E-mail: shoukoukankou@city.urayasu.lg.jp) 
by postcard or e-mail giving the names (with 
furigana), addresses, ages, dates of birth, and 
telephone numbers of all participants. 
Note: One application per group.
Inquiries: Commerce, Industry and Tourism 
Section

 1013638
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