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Population: 165,411

Male: 81,698

Female: 83,713

Households: 76,713

Foreign Residents: 3,411

(As of March 29, 2016)

Population and No. of 
Households in Urayasu

About 50 food and beverage outlets 
and other shops will have one or more 
items priced at ¥100. Various events are 
planned, such as stage performances, a 
parade, street performances, and hands-
on games. A Children’s Shopping Area 
with children vendors, which was well-
received last year, will be held again this 
year. Please look forward to the many 
different kinds of shops there will be.

Enjoy Golden Week in the City!

100 En (Bond) Shopping Area

It has been a month since the new fiscal year started. Spring weather has arrived in Urayasu, and we are sure that 
many people are looking forward to the fast-approaching Golden Week spring holidays. In this issue, we will introduce 
a few events that will be held in our city during Golden Week. Come join the fun with family and friends!

Date and time: May 7 (Sat.) and 8 (Sun.), 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
(until 5 p.m. on May 8)
Location: Urayasu Station area
Inquiries: Urayasu Shopping Street Association, Tel: 047-353-6088
(Commerce Industry and Tourism Section)  1007775

There wil l  be many 

activities depending on 

the time such as making 

origami koinobori, playing 

with various toy trains, and 

a dodge ball tournament 

that everyone can enjoy. 

Feel free to come and 

enjoy the event!

Enjoy Children’s Day

Date, time, and program: May 5 (Thu.; national holiday), koinobori (carp 
streamer) crafts from 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 to 2:50 p.m., toy trains 
and railways from 3 to 4 p.m., dodgeball tournament from 4:10 to 4:40 p.m.
Location: Takasu Jido Center
Inquiries: Takasu Jido Center, Tel: 304-0315  1013815

About 300 koinobori will 
decorate Sakaigawa River 
again this year. This event 
will be held for the twenty-
third time at Wakashio Park 
this year, with many programs 
to celebrate Children’s Day 
such  as  Japanese  d rum 
performances and kamishibai 
storytelling cards.

Koinobori (Carp Streamers) at the Sakaigawa River 

Date and time: May 5 (Thu.; national holiday), 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Wakashio Park
Inquiries: Yasuo Nagasaki (Koinobori in Sakaigawa River Association), 
Tel: 353-3163
(Local Network Section)  1013723

There will be many activities, such 
as challenge games where you move 
your body, bouncy ball scooping, and 
a beigoma Japanese top tournament. 
If you participate in the activities 
and collect five stamps (three for 
preschoolers), you will receive a prize. 
Come and have a fun day at this event!

Children’s Festival 

Date and time: May 5 (Thu.; national holiday),10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Higashino Jido Center
Eligibility: Those under 18 years of age. (Preschoolers must be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian.)
Program: Making eco shopping bags, toy trains and railways, making 
chopstick bags that look like koinobori, and more.
Inquiries: Higashino Jido Center, Tel: 355-2736  1013348

Café Terrace in Sakaigawa River 2016
Café Terrace in Sakaigawa River 2016 will be held along the Sakaigawa River, which flows 

through the center of Urayasu City. 
An open café will be held on the terrace along the Sakaigawa River so that as many people 

as possible can enjoy the beauty of the Sakaigawa River. At the café, people can enjoy the 
exclusive gourmet foods of resort hotels in the city, local restaurants, and local resident 
associations. Come enjoy a wonderful café experience at Sakaigawa River.
Inquiries: Commerce Industry and Tourism Section

Date and time: 
May 28 (Sat.) and 29 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Note: As a rule, the yomeiri-bune (bride’s boat) will be cancelled 
if it rains. The ceremony will still be conducted.
Location: Sakaigawa River near Urayasu City Hall (between 
Akebonobashi Bridge and Egawabashi Bridge)

● Yomeiri-bune (Bride’s Boat) 
You can watch the yomeiri-bune, a tradition in which a 

wedding couple rides a Japanese-style rowing boat known 
as a sappa-bune along the waterway. Children of licensed 
kodomoen, kindergartens, and nursery schools will 
decorate the site with human letter art to create a festive 
atmosphere. Yomeiri-bune are scheduled to depart at the 
following times:
May 28 (Sat.), 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
May 29 (Sun.), 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Note: There will be stage performances on the special stage built over the water, as well as 
many other programs, such as riding on an E-boat and an outdoor tea ceremony. 

The following events will also be held together with Café Terrace in 
Sakaigawa River 2016.

● Hiking from the Train Station
Dates: May 28 (Sat.) through June 3 (Fri.) Note: Excluding May 
30 (Mon.).
Inquiries: Hiking from the Train Station Office, Tel: 03-5719-3777

● Rediscover Katsunan! Town Walking Stamp Rally
Date: May 29 (Sun.)
Inquiries: Chiba Prefecture Residents Day Katsunan District Executive 
Committee Office, Tel: 047-424-8281

Held at the Same Time
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

We are finally free from the severe cold of this winter, and the blossoming of cherry blossoms 
was announced in the Tokyo area on March 21, two days earlier than last year, and five days ear-
lier than average. 

Although we were looking forward to the blooming of the cherry blossoms and warm weather 
since that announcement, the warm weather only lasted through the 23rd. From the 24th, the win-
ter cold returned, and the cherry blossoms were not in full bloom until the beginning of April. En-
trance ceremonies, when new friendships begin, were held again this year under cherry blossom 
trees in full bloom.

The cold weather when cherry blossoms bloom is called hana-bie (flower chill). There are 
cycles of cold and warm weather every year around this time, and the weather is not stable.

TV weather forecasters say, “These days, we are going through San-kan Shi-on (three days of 
cold weather and four days of warm weather) as the weather gradually gets warmer with spring.”

This commonly used expression originally referred to the winter phenomena that occurs in the 
northeastern part of China and the northern part of the Korean Peninsula, when the high atmo-
spheric pressure of Siberia brings in cold air.

Since Japan is influenced not only by the high atmospheric pressure of Siberia, but also the high 
atmospheric pressure of the Pacific Ocean, this phenomenon does not clearly appear in winter.

The repeated changes in the weather as spring approaches every year are literally San-kan Shi-
on, and while different from its original meaning, I think this expression perfectly describes the 
weather in Japan as winter turns to spring.

April cherry blossoms signal the start of the new fiscal year.
Five years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. I believe this fiscal year is an im-

portant milestone.
FY2011, which began immediately after that disaster, was the 30th anniversary of when Uraya-

su changed from being a town into a city. However, the disaster chased away the festive mood.
Five years have passed since then and we have reached the point where we can see that restora-

tion and recovery will be completed in a year. On June 4, we will conduct a completion ceremony 

for the new government building, and we are also planning to hold a 35th anniversary celebration 
at the Culture Hall. 

Furthermore, an interior-viewing gathering of the new government building will be held on June 
5 and 6.

The new government building has been designed to last 100 years with various environmental 
considerations in mind.

The current government building—which was built when the population was still 30,000 and 
the prospective future population was 80,000—has a total floor area of about 5,600 square meters. 
The new government building is about 4.6 times that size, at about 25,600 square meters, in this 
age of change and complex diversification of administrative issues. 

Starting from July 1, the new government building will be able to handle passport applications 
and pick-up services, which could only have been done in Chiba City until now. 

Furthermore, a bus stop for both lines of the Osampo Bus Line will be created at the en-
trance of the new government building, and the passenger transfer discount system imple-
mented by local buses will also apply to Osampo Buses from June 20. Under this system, 
when a user of an IC card transfers buses, a discount of ¥50 will be given to adults. The dis-
count applies not only to Osampo Buses, but also when you transfer between an Osampo Bus 
and other bus lines. Additionally, the Osampo Bus fare for elementary school children and 
younger will be free of charge.

Again in FY2016, Urayasu City hopes to maintain a healthy economic administration with one 
of the best-balanced budgets in Japan for a non-grant group, which is a group that does not receive 
a local tax subsidy from the national government. 

In addition, aiming to change our image as a disaster-struck area, Urayasu has started a city pro-
motion program to spread the appeal of Urayasu to those in and outside of the city. This program 
began with a kick-off event on March 27. 

The slogan for the program is “Urayasu’s Future—Feel the Excitement!”
As we face many challenges this year, I ask for all your continued cooperation and support.

The 35th Anniversary of Our City—Completion of the New Government Building
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for May

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

■ Motor Vehicle Tax Payment 
Deadline

The deadline for payment of motor 
vehic le tax is May 31 (Tue .) . The 
automobile taxation office will mail the 
tax payment notification in early May. 
When you receive your notification, 
please make your payment at a financial 
institution or other location.

Fur thermore, it is possible to make 
your payment by credit card via the 
Internet. For more information, please  
view the newsletter enclosed with the 
tax payment notification.
Inquiries: Chiba Prefecture Automobile 
Taxation Office, Tel: 043-243-2721
(Tax Collection Section)

 1013955

■ Supporting Companies 
for the Child-Raising Support 
Ticket Program Have Increased

Starting from April 1, tickets can be 
used at post-childbirth care companies 
and Aeon Shin-Urayasu and Daiei 
Urayasu Station, which have newly 
signed a local cooperative agreement. 
In addition, the number of orthopedic 
clinics and massage clinics where the 
tickets can be used has increased.

Child-raising support tickets are issued 
when the Child-Raising Care Plan is 
drawn up before or after childbirth and 
before or after the first bir thday. For 
more information, view the Urayasu City 
website or call the Child Services Section. 
Inquiries: Child Services Section

 1009758

■ Commemorating the 35th 
Anniversary of Urayasu City: 
Urayasu City Global Festival 2016
Date and time: May 8 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.
Location: Shin-Urayasu Station Plaza
Program: Introduction of civic groups and 
NGOs involved in international exchanges 
and cooperation, quiz rally, and more.
Inquiries: Local Network Section 

 1014203

■ Urayasu International 
Friendship Association (UIFA) 
Exchange Gathering
Date and time: May 21 (Sat.) 2:45 to 
4:15 p.m. 
Location: Culture Hall
Eligibility: Those who are interested in 
UIFA (Urayasu International Friendship 
Association) activities; 50 persons on a 
first-come, first-served basis
Program: Introducing future activities of 
the Friendship Messengers to Orlando, 
friendly exchanges with UIFA members, 
and more
Application: Apply with the UIFA Office 
(Tel: 381-5931; uifa@uifa-urayasu.jp) 
directly or by telephone or e-mail (please 
provide your name and telephone 
number) starting from May 1, 10 a.m.
Inquiries: UIFA Office
(Local Network Section)

 1014202

■ Urayasu City Fireworks Display
Date and time: July 30 (Sat.), 7:30 to 
8:30 p.m.
Location: Sogo Park
Note: For more information, please 
visit the special website for the Urayasu 
City Fireworks Display (http://www 
.urayasuhanabi.com).
Inquiries: Local Network Section

 1014319

The Green Network (Urayasu City greenification volunteer group) will conduct a sale of 
bitter gourd and morning glory seedlings (two pots for ¥100). Simply come to the site on 
the day of the event.
Note: Seedlings will be distributed while supplies last.

Date, time, and location:
May 14 (Sat.), 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the rotary 
in front of Urayasu Station on the Tozai Line.
Note: Will be postponed until May 15 (Sun.) 
if it rains.
May 21 (Sat.), 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Shin-
Urayasu Station South Exit Deck 2F.
Note: Will be postponed until May 22 (Sun.) 
in inclement weather.

May 22 (Sun.) and 29 (Sun.), 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., at Benten Fureai-no Mori Park.
Note: Will take place in the greenhouse if it 
rains. Will be cancelled in inclement weather.
June 12 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Shin-
Urayasu Station Plaza (Environment Fair)
Note: Will be cancelled in inclement weather.
Inquiries: Parks & Public Areas Section

 1009045

The Urayasu Youth Orchestra was established with the cooperation of Urayasu City 
Orchestra to encourage young people to grow more familiar with music. Beginners who are 
interested in violin, viola, cello, contrabass, or other instruments are also welcome to join. 
Come experience the fun and excitement of being able to play a single song in a group!

● Sunday, May 8
String instrument experience: 10 a.m. to 12 
noon (free admission)
Orientation meetings: from 10 a.m. and 
from 11 a.m.
Location: Fire Department Headquarters 
● Saturday, May 14 and Sunday 22
Orientation meetings: from 10 a.m. and 
from 11 a.m. 
Location: Shimin Plaza 
● Sunday, June 12
String instrument experience: 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. (free admission)
Orientation meetings: from 10 a.m., from 
11 a.m., from 1 p.m., and from 2 p.m.
Location: Fire Department Headquarters 
Note: Each gathering lasts for about an 
hour. Because there may be a need for 
an urgent dispatch, the Fire Department 
Headquarters parking lot cannot be used. 
If you come to the event by car, please use 
the general parking lot.

Eligibility: Those between the fourth grade 
of elementary school and 22 years of age 
who live or go to school in Urayasu City 

and have an interest in string instruments 
(elementary school students must be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian).
Program:
String instrument experience: You can 
play an actual instrument. The instruments 
available for this program are violin, viola, 
cello, and contrabass.
Orientation meeting: This is an orientation 
meeting about joining the orchestra. 
Information about requirements for joining 
will be distributed.
Application: Apply by telephone with the 
Lifelong Learning Section by the last day 
before the event that the government 
office is open.
Note: If you would like to join the orchestra 
but are unable to attend the orientation 
meeting or string instrument experience, 
please come to the Lifelong Learning Section 
(Urayasu City Hall No. 2 Bldg. 2F) on or after 
June 13 (Mon.). Information on requirements 
for joining will be distributed. The deadline 
for application is June 20 (Mon.).
Inquiries: Lifelong Learning Section 

 1013734

Let’s Grow a Green Wall! 

Urayasu Youth Orchestra: Recruitment 
Orientation Meeting and String 

Instrument Experience 
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