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Happy New Year! 
I hope this message finds everyone celebrating the New Year in good health.
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for your gracious understanding 

and cooperation with the city administration during the past year.
Last year was an important milestone for our city, as we celebrated our 35th 

anniversary and the completion of the new government building. Especially 
memorable was that the Urayasu Sanja Festival, which is held once every four 
years and through which the exciting energy of Urayasu can be felt, was held 
together with the 35th anniversary celebration, with five portable shrines of 
the Urayasu Three Shrines—Seiryu Jinja Shrine, Toyouke Jinja Shrine, and 
Inari Jinja Shrine—holding joint processions for the first time in history. Just 
remembering it seems to stir excitement once again. 

Furthermore, as the programs that we have been organizing for restoration and 
recovery from the 2011 disaster over the past few years seem to already have an 
end in sight, this year we are also able to take another big step forward to further 
improve our living environment. 

To address the issue of a low birthrate—a national issue—Urayasu has 
continued to promote programs to offer support, from first meeting through to 
marriage, pregnancy, childbirth, and childrearing without any breaks in between, 
such as the Urayasu Marriage Project, which boasts a success rate of more 
than 40 percent of all participants becoming couples. This is in addition to the 
establishment of the Children’s Neuvola facility, which is a center for childrearing 
support, and the expansion of post-childbirth care services provided by hotels and 
midwife facilities. 

The results of these childrearing support programs—which we have been 
promoting as one of our low-birthrate countermeasures—were evaluated, and 
Urayasu won the grand prize in the 2016 National Ranking of Towns Comfortable 

for Working Parents (excluding Tokyo), as announced 
on the website, Nikkei DUAL, in December of last 
year. We have gained confidence such that policies 
for childrear ing suppor t that were born f rom 
conversations with mothers living in Urayasu can 
serve as a model for local governments across Japan, 
and we are extremely pleased. 

As we welcome 2017, we hope to star t the 
Developmental Disability Early Care Model Program—a program for children 
before they reach two years of age—from January. Specialized tests will be added 
to health checkups for 18-month-olds, which may lead to the early detection and 
treatment of autism spectrum disorder, as we know that we can alleviate this 
disorder significantly. By doing this, perhaps we can shine a light of hope for 
children as they grow into the future. 

Also, in the spring, many new facilities will open, such as: a baseball field at 
Sports Park, where official games for high school baseball can be played; Urayasu 
Music Hall near Shin-Urayasu Station, a music hall with top-level acoustics; and 
a wheelchair tennis court in Takasu. Additionally, the skateboard park at Sports 
Park will be renovated to become three times the original size. 

In preparation for the 2020 Olympics and Paralympics Games and the 2019 
Rugby World Cup, we hope that Urayasu will stand out as a city more and more. 

I hope to continue promoting city planning that enhances the added value 
of the city via the partnership between city residents and the city itself so that 
every person that lives in this town can have pride and conduct daily life with the 
thought that, “I’m glad to live here.” 

Allow me to conclude this greeting by expressing my best wishes that this New 
Year will be a wonderful one full of good cheer and hope for everyone.

New Year’s Greeting Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu City

Happy New Year!

2017



 January
20: Setting up of a plant factory at Irifune Junior High 

School
 A “plant factory”—a facility where plants can be raised 

in an artificially controlled environment—was installed at 
Irifune Junior High School. This is the first time that such a 
program has been introduced into the education system at this scale, and we hope that through 
experience in cultivation, students can gain diverse learning experiences. 

 February
6: Mock elections held at Tokyo Gakkan Urayasu High 

School to prepare for the actual elections
 Against the backdrop of the minimum voting age being 

lowered to 18 (starting from the House of Councillors election 
in July) and to familiarize voters with proper voting procedures, 
the Urayasu City Board of Elections conducted a class at 
Tokyo Gakkan Urayasu High School on the flow of procedures, from mock elections to the 
announcement of the results. 

21: 20th anniversary event held at Urayasu City 
Sports Park Gymnasium
The Urayasu City Sports Park Gymnasium celebrated 
its 20th anniversary. Many sports-related events 
were held for this occasion, such as a presentation 
for “Urayasu-Taiso” (original Urayasu-style 
calisthenics)—created to celebrate this milestone—
with sports presentations given by civic groups.

 March
27: Proclamation made for starting a city 

promotion program
 To make Urayasu into an even more livable city where 

people might want to be for their entire lives, the city’s 
slogan—“Urayasu’s Future: Feel the Excitement!”—
was announced and a proclamation was held together 
with athletes representing our city.

 April
1: Ads placed inside buses for Koho Urayasu
 With the goal of spreading city administration information 

even more effectively, ads for Koho Urayasu were placed in 
community Osampo Buses.

10: First pitch at a baseball 
game thrown by Mayor 
Matsuzaki
Mayor Matsuzaki threw the first pitch for the baseball game 
between the Chiba Lotte Marines and the Saitama Seibu Lions, 
held at QVC Marine Field. Urayasu City had cooperated by 
offering special support for the Red 
Bull Air Race Chiba 2016, and an event 
to commemorate this race was held 
together with the baseball game. 

25: Two emergency risk assessors dispatched to Kumamoto 
Prefecture

 Urayasu City dispatched two city workers each with a disaster-struck 
building emergency risk assessor license to Kumamoto Prefecture—
which was struck by an earthquake on April 17—in order to conduct 
evaluations of disaster-struck buildings and to prevent secondary 
disasters that might endanger human lives. 
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Events in the City in 2016
Here is a review of city events in 2016.

 June
2: Mayor visited by Makiko Tomita of the women’s 

national rugby sevens team
 Women’s rugby sevens became an official sport at the 2016 

Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. Makiko Tomita, who was 
a candidate for the Japanese national team (Sakura Sevens), 
paid a courtesy visit to the mayor’s office. Tomita later 
succeeded in becoming a member of the national team in July 
and participated in the Olympics.

4: Urayasu City 35th Anniversary 
Ceremony held to commemorate the 
completion of the construction of a new 
government building; Urayasu three-
shrine joint procession

 To commemorate the 35th anniversary of 
Urayasu, a ceremony was held at Culture 
Hall. Afterward, a ceremony was held 
to commemorate the completion of the 
construction of the new government building 
at the first floor hall of this new building, and 
there was a performance by calligrapher 
Shunji Tanimura, as well as a breaking of round mochi (kagami biraki). In addition, as civic 
festivities to commemorate the city’s 35th anniversary and the completion of the new government 
building, a joint procession of five portable shrines (from three shrines) was held for the first time 
in Urayasu.

9: Holding of the Urayasu Children’s SNS Rule 
Formulation Summit for Junior High School 
Students

 While social networking use is growing due to the 
proliferation of smartphones, the risk of being involved 
in Internet-related problems is also rising. To help 
ensure that children can enact countermeasures of their 
own from their perspective, representatives from nine 
municipal junior high schools gathered and discussed 
the matter for two days, and the Urayasu Children’s SNS 
Rules were determined.

17–19: Urayasu Sanja Festival
 The Urayasu Sanja Festival 

was recently held (occurring 
only once every four years). 
Votive lanterns decorated the 
shrine areas and along the 
portable shrine processional 
route, creating a festive mood 
in Urayasu. The processions—
which were held for three days—
proved to be very exciting. 

New Year
in

Urayasu

Up until the 1950s, Urayasu was a fishing town consisting of only three 
districts: Nekozane, Horie, and Todaijima. For this reason, New Year 
events conducted at that time were related to our status as a fishing town. 
Additionally, New Year pastimes apparently varied with each district.

Nekozane and Horie (the area marked by 
the red circle) developed along the Sakaigawa 
River (blue line), and people crossed this 
river, and went back and forth between the 
two districts. In comparison, as Todaijima (the 
area marked by the green circle), which sits 
along Funairigawa River (currently, Funairi 
Green Area), was a little far from Nekozane 
and Horie, there was not much exchange with 
these two areas. Instead, people often went to 
Minami-Gyotoku Town (currently, Minami-
Gyotoku in Ichikawa City), or merchants from 
the Gyotoku area came over. Thus, everyday 
life and the dates and contents of events were 
different from those of Nekozane and Horie.



 October
18: The “V5” Urayasu Student Crime 

Prevention Committee received an 
award as a Special Crime Prevention 
Contributor Group. 

 The activities of the “V5” Urayasu Student 
Crime Prevention Committee—such as 
organizing programs to eliminate bicycle 
theft in the city—have been ongoing for 
12 years and were recognized as especially contributing to creating a safe and peaceful city. The 
committee thus received an award from the Kanto Crime Prevention Association Council as a 
Special Crime Prevention Contributor Group.

28: Opening of the Afterschool Children’s Exchange 
Center
The Afterschool Children’s Exchange Center was opened 
in the former location of the Consumer Advisory Center. As 
the facility is conveniently located near Urayasu Station, it is 
expected to serve as a safe and worry-free place for children 
to use after school.

 November
1: Release of the community cat app, 
“Nyanda! Land”
“Nyanda! Land” was released. This 
smartphone community cat app can be 
used to easily obtain information on local 
cats in the city. 

6: Holding of “Exploration of Playing,” an event to 
commemorate the first anniversary of the Children’s 
Adventure Field
To commemorate the first anniversary of the Children’s 
Adventure Field (nicknamed “Urakko Adventure Field”), an 
event called “Exploration of Playing” was held. Since this 
date, children are now able to climb the symbol tree.

 December
3: Christmas illumination lighting ceremony
 The lighting ceremony for the 

Christmas lights display at Horie 
Tsudoino-Hiroba, which faces 
Horie Flower-dori Street, and the 
Horie Pokka-Poka local welfare 
activities center, drew crowds to 
the area.

Events in the City in 2016
Here is a review of city events in 2016.

 July 
1: Commencement of services for the application and 

pickup of passports at Urayasu City Hall
 Applications for and the pickup of passports are expected to 

increase before summer vacation. Starting from July 1, these 
procedures can be done at Urayasu City Hall. 

3: Formation of the Urayasu Youth Orchestra
With the goal of helping youth enjoy orchestra music, the 
Urayasu Youth Orchestra was formed with the cooperation of 
the Urayasu City Orchestra. Although a little tense at first, the 
40-member, first-year orchestra had fun becoming familiar 
with musical instruments.

31: Opening ceremony held for the archery grounds 
 Sports Park is now home to an archery range. During the 

opening ceremony, Hiroshi Yamamoto, who won a silver 
medal at the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens, performed 
the first shot to commemorate the completion of the 
grounds. 

 August
24–29: Hometown Urayasu Independence School 

program
 The Hometown Urayasu Independence School was held 

for the first time for children of municipal elementary 
schools, with the goal of developing strength that will 
serve as groundwork for character and ability as leaders 
and with love for one’s hometown. The 32 students that 
gathered from 17 elementary schools attended the opening ceremony on July 9, and a short-term 
mountain village study trip was conducted at Omachi City, Nagano Prefecture, from August 24 for 
a five-night, six-day stay. The children enjoyed various friendly encounters and gained valuable 
experience.

 September
5: Opening of the Children’s Neuvola facility
 The Children’s Neuvola facility—which handles both 

childrearing support and mother & child health—was 
opened within 
the Health 
Center so as 
to realize a 
smooth support system for households that are raising 
children. 

12: Visit to the government building 
by Mashu Baker, Rio de Janeiro 
Olympic Judo gold medalist

 Mashu Baker, who won the gold medal 
in the 90-kg male judo class at the 2016 
Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, 
visited the mayor’s office to report on 
the event. When Baker came to the 
government building, the staff gathered 
at Jumin Hall and extended to him a 
warm welcome.

Wakamizu and Hatsu-Mairi
January

1
New Year’s Day

Hatsu-Hama
January

5

Norizome and Hatsu-Ni
January

2
On New Year’s Day, toshi otoko (men born under the same zodiac sign 

as that of the current year) and children used to go to the river early in the 
morning, drawing the “first water” of the New Year (wakamizu), which they 
believed would ward off evil for the year. After making their first visit to the 
shrine (hatsu-mairi), they would use this “first water” to make tea and New 
Year’s ozoni soup. As the river water is no longer used for drinking, we no 
longer see people drawing the “first water” on New Year’s Day. 

When the fishing industry prospered, people conducted the norizome ceremony in 
which offerings were made with prayers for boat safety. A mock boat was sent off in the 
direction that had been announced as being the lucky direction for the year, with prayers 
for a year of safety and prosperous fishing. 

At local outlets that were involved in the selling of deshelled clams, the hatsu-ni 
ceremony was performed, in which merchants visited their customers and offered their 
first shipment along with New Year greetings. In Urayasu, a severe cold wind blows 
from the west every year after December 20. In severe cases, it can be windy for about 
two weeks. For this reason, merchants were not able to bring clams as part of their 
hatsu-ni if fishermen were not able to go out to sea.

This was the first day that fishermen went out to 
sea in the New Year. Even if seaweed processors 
worked until the last day of the year, they always 
rested for the first three days of the New Year 
and worked hard on the first work day of the year 
(hatsu-hama). In some cases, when the sea was 
stormy, a mock boat was sent off as a ceremony.

Deshelled clam merchant (shot in 1956 by Wakako Yamamoto)

Washing seaweed (shot in the late 1950s by Tsugio 
Sakai)

Picking seaweed (shot in 1956 by Wakako Yamamoto)

Ancient New Year ornaments recreated 
at the Folk Museum

Kadozuke street performance (shot in the 
early 1950s by Shusaburo Hagiwara)
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The Urayasu City website has an automated translation function for English, Chinese, Korean, Tagalog, French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese.
In addition, when the ID code for each article is entered in the “City News Page ID Search Engine” of the Urayasu City website, the applicable article will appear.

Multi-Language Translations Available for the Urayasu City Website

●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for January

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 14108)

Bicycle parking lots with designated parking spaces

Parking lot Floor Vehicle 
type

Monthly fees
Application reception hours

Adults High school student or younger
Urayasu resident Non-resident Urayasu resident Non-resident Mon. to Sat. Sun. and national holidays

Urayasu 
Station

No. 1 3F Bicycle ¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080 5 a.m. to 12 midnight
(5 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturdays)

7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
No. 2

1F
Bicycle

¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080
6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

2F ¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080

Shin-Urayasu 
Station

No. 1
1F

Bicycle
¥1,830 ¥2,290 ¥1,220 ¥1,520 6 a.m. to 12 midnight 

(6 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturdays)2F ¥1,620 ¥2,020 ¥1,080 ¥1,350
No. 4 3F Bicycle ¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
No. 5 1F Bicycle ¥1,830 ¥2,290 ¥1,220 ¥1,520 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Usage fees (Usage categories)

Bicycle parking lots without designated parking spaces

Parking lot Vehicle type
Monthly fees

Application reception hours
Adults High school student or younger

Urayasu resident Non-resident Urayasu resident Non-resident Mon. to Sat. Sun. and national holidays

Urayasu 
Station

No. 3
Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600

6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

No. 4 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Application not acceptedNo. 5 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600

Apply at Parking Lot No. 4
No. 6 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600

No. 7
Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600

6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

No. 8 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 Apply at Parking Lot No. 2 Application not accepted

No. 9
Bicycle

1F ¥480 ¥600 ¥320 ¥400

6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

2F ¥400 ¥500 ¥250 ¥310
Moped ¥810 ¥1,010 ¥540 ¥670

No. 13 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
No. 14 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Shin-Urayasu 
Station

No. 2 Bicycle ¥480 ¥600 ¥320 ¥400

6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
No. 3

Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

No. 8 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
No. 10 Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

Maihama 
Station

No. 1 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

No. 2
Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

No. 3 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.
(6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays)

Application
• When filing out an application, you must attach or show 

some form of public identification.
• Provisional applications have been eliminated.

● Preliminary recruiting
Reception period: January 10 (Tue.) to 31 (Tue.) 
Application procedures: Apply online or fil l out an 
application form.
Announcement of the results: Notification will be sent by 
e-mail or mail in mid-February.
Payment period: Payment must be made no later than 
February 28 (Tue.).

● Secondary recruiting
Vacancy announcement: March 2, 2017 (Thu.), 9 a.m. (posted 
on the official website and at each bicycle parking lot)
Eligibility: •	Those who were not accepted in the preliminaries 

(unapproved)
 •	Those who did not apply for the preliminaries
Reception period: March 2 (Thu.) to 7 (Tue.) 
Application procedures: Online applications only
Announcement of the results: Notification will be sent by 
e-mail in mid-March.
Payment period: Payment must be made no later than 
March 31 (Fri.).

■ Online applications
• Lottery results will be announced via e-mail.
• Payment can be made by credit card or at convenience 

stores.

■ Application forms
• Lottery results will be announced by mail.
• Payment must be made with the invoice and at convenience 

stores. Payment cannot be made via bank transfer.

Note: The use of Chiba’s electronic application service has 
been terminated.

Inquiries: Traffic Safety Section   1016916

Application for the Long-term Use of City Bicycle Parking Lots from April 2017

■ Fire Brigade Dezome-shiki 
New Year’s Ceremony
Date and time: January 8 (Sun.), 9:30 to  
11:50 a.m.
Location: Higashi Elementar y School 
schoolyard (In the event of rain, only the 
ceremony will be held, from 10 a.m., at 
Higashi Elementary School’s gymnasium.)
Program: Presentation of commendations 
to contributing f iref ighters, performance 
of Higashi Elementary School brass band, 
national performances of the Youth Fire 
Prevention Club, and more 
Inquiries: General Affairs Section, Fire 
Department Headquarters, Tel: 304-0142

 1012308

■ New Year Shishimai (Lion 
Dance) and Kagami Biraki 
(Cutting Round Mochi)
Date and time: January 8 (Sun.), 2 to 3:30 
p.m.
Program: Shishimai per formance by the 

Urayasu Hayashi Preservation Association, 
explanation of kakami-biraki, and more 
Note: Oshiruko (sweet bean paste soup) will 
be served to 200 persons on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. (Numbered tickets will be 
distributed from 1:30 p.m.)
Inquiries: Folk Museum 

 1012383

■ Youth Center New Year’s 
Party
Date and time: January 
8 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
Eligibility: Those of 
elementary school age 
up to 22 years of age 
and their parents
Program: Making Japanese kites, playing 
hanetsuki New Year’s game, distribution of 
mochi (rice cakes), and more
Note: No applications are required; simply 
come to the site on the day of the event. 
Japanese kite making is restricted to 20 
persons on a first-come, first-served basis. 
(Reception: 9:45 to 10:30 a.m.)
Inquiries: Youth Center, Tel: 700-6203

 1016914 
(Youth Section)

■ New Year’s Event: Making 
and Eating Mochi and other 
Recreational Activities!
Date and time: January 15 (Sun.), 12 noon to 
2:30 p.m.
Eligibility: Elementary school children; 15 
persons on a first-come, first-served basis
Program: Making mochi, playing dodgebee, 
and more
Fee: ¥300
Application: Apply by telephone from 1 p.m. 
on January 4 (Wed.) with Ura La Mer (Tel: 
316-5777).
Inquiries: Ura La Mer 

 1016909
(Youth Section)

■ Seaweed Harvesting Experience
Date and time: February 4 (Sat.), 9 to 11 a.m.
Eligibility: Children of the third grade in 
elementary school and older (f irst and 
second graders may participate with their 
parents), 20 persons
Program: Exper iencing harvesting and 
processing seaweed
Fee: ¥100
Appl icat ion:  App ly in per son or by 
telephone with the Folk Museum (Tel: 305-
4300) from 8:30 a.m. January 4 (Wed.).
Inquiries: Folk Museum

 1016898

■ Time Travel to the 
Showa Period in Urayasu 
and Japan: Exhibition of 
Showa Scenes
Date and time: January 28 (Sat .) to 
February 5 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Shimin Plaza
Program: Exhibition of works depicting 
the culture and customs of the Showa 
Period
Note: No reservations are required; 
simply come to the site on the day of the 
event. 
Inquiries: Shimin Plaza, Tel: 350-3101
(Lifelong Learning Section)

 1016895

■ Making Sushi Rolls
Date and time: February 11 (Sat.; national 
holiday), 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Eligibility: Those who are in the third 
grade of elementary school and older; 25 
persons
Fee: ¥100
Application: Apply in person or by 
telephone with the Folk Museum (Tel: 
305-4300) from 8:30 a.m. January 11 
(Wed.).
Inquiries: Folk Museum

 1007291


