
Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu

Before Leaving the Mayor’s Office

Beautiful Tones Echoing This Spring
This year will bring about new encounters with music. On April 8, Urayasu 

Concert Hall will open near Shin-Urayasu Station. This hall was constructed with 
particular focus on “echoes” and will be used not only by various artists from 
around the world, but also by city residents to serve as a center for the creation, 
development, and exchange of music and art. 
Inquiries: Lifelong Learning Section, Tel: 712-6794

● FY2017 Event Schedule
Concert Hall
May 28 (Sun.): Yuji Takahashi and the Virtus Quartet + 1 and more
June 10 (Sat.): Naoko Yoshino (harp) and others
June 17 (Sat.): Đặng Thái Sơn (piano) and others
For information on the FY2017 event schedule and ticket sales, please visit the Urayasu 
Concert Hall website.

● Usage Information Released for Urayasu Concert Hall
The Urayasu Concert Hall Opening Preparation Office will be set up at Urayasu 

City Hall, on the seventh floor, and information on usage, such as how to apply, fees, 
and registration, will be released. 

In addition, usage information pamphlets will be available at locations such as at the 
local kominkan (public halls), Culture Hall, and Shimin Plaza.

The Urayasu Concert Hall Opening Preparation Office will close on February 28 
(Tue.). From March 1 (Wed.), information services will be moved to the fifth floor of 
Urayasu Concert Hall.
Inquiries: 
Until February 28 (Tue.): Urayasu Concert Hall Opening Preparation Office 
Days and hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
From March 1 (Wed.): Urayasu Concert Hall
Hours: 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. (reception open until 9 p.m.)
Note: Please inquire for more details such as when the hall is closed.

April 8
Urayasu Concert Hall Opens

Time has passed quickly since November 8, 1998, 
when the votes for Urayasu City Mayor were count-
ed and when I was informed by city employees of 
my victory. It has been 18 years and three months, 
or five terms, and these seemed to pass by instantly 
but at the same time felt long. 

Last April, we celebrated the 35th anniversary of 
Urayasu Town of Higashi-Katsushika District be-
coming “Urayasu City.” 

Looking back, the first formative period of this 
35-year history was supported by former Mayor 
Yoshio Kumagawa, while I managed to shoulder 
the latter period with further development and sta-
bility. 

One day, in the year after my fourth term began, 
we were deliberating the budget for programs to 
fulfill my campaign pledge. Although we were al-
ways prepared with ideas of “just in case,” on that 
day, March 11, an earthquake struck. I never imag-
ined that while I was mayor, a disaster involving 
liquefaction would hit our city so hard or that the 
Disaster Relief Act would go into effect in our city 
for the first time since September 1949.

However, as if we had been anticipating an earth-
quake since a few years before, repeated drills and 
training worked to our benefit, and one hour after 
the earthquake struck, we were able to have a tem-
porary directors’ meeting, thus establishing a disas-
ter prevention headquarters right away and taking 

speedy action. Furthermore, as we were the first 
municipality with a population of less than 200,000 
in Japan to welcome a Japan Self-Defense Forces 
officer as our crisis management officer, we were 
able to receive supplies of water from the Japan 
Self-Defense Forces from the very next day. 

Furthermore, we received support from the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Government Water Bureau for quick 
emergency sewerage system recovery. As a result 
of our summary and notes from that time, we were 
able to receive almost the full amount of 11.9 billion 
yen in disaster assessment. I am deeply grateful for 
the various good fortunes that blessed me while I 
was in office.

Still early in my term, we were able to sell the 
SNU (Super Network U)—the cable TV system 
that caused insolvency and threatened our city’s 
finances—to J:COM for the full face value. Fur-
thermore, I was overjoyed when we succeeded in 
the privatization of the Urayasu-Ichikawa Citizens 
Hospital—for which the annual deficit was a cause 
of worry—as a member of the Japan Association 
for Development of Community Medicine, an asso-
ciation that is part of Jichi Medical University. 

In addition, Route No. 1 and No. 2 of the “Osampo 
Bus,” which was part of my campaign pledge for 
my first term, has been operating smoothly, and we 
are in the process of discussing a third route.

Further, when we were constructing Takasu Ele-

mentary School—our city’s 14th public elementary 
school—in 2003, we used a cluster-shaped building 
instead of a sweet bean cake-shaped building so as 
to effectively use the building not only for school 
activities, but also for other uses in the coming age 
of a decreasing birthrate and increasing elderly 
population.

We also built Hinode-Minami Elementary School 
in 2005, with Takasu-Kita Elementary School’s 
construction and the joint construction of Akemi-
Minami Elementary School and Akemi Junior High 
School occurring in the following year of 2006. 
Furthermore, we coordinated the construction of 
Higashino Elementary School in 2010 and Takasu 
Junior High School in 2013.

When I first assumed office, the population of 
Urayasu City was about 128,000. Although the pop-
ulation decreased for a time after the earthquake, 
the population today is about 166,000, and it grows 
with each year. 

I am relieved that our public finances—which 
I assumed responsibility for, from the Kumagawa 
administration—are stable and will be passed onto 
the next mayor. This stability is evidenced by the 
fact that we will continue to maintain our status as 
an independent municipality that does not receive 
regular local government grants from the national 
government.

(Continues on page 2)
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Households in Urayasu

6F and 7F

Concert Hall
This music hall, provides a ven-
ue where audiences can experi-
ence authentic music via rich 
“echoing” acoustics. Capacity: 
303 people (Fixed seating; three 
seats for wheelchair access)

5F

Lobby and management office
4F

Harmony Hall
At this hall, various cultural arts 
can be enjoyed, and the hall 
features a stage that can switch 
between raised and flat. Capac-
ity: 201 people (Moveable seats; 
one seat for wheelchair access)

4F

Studios: Five rooms
T h e s e  s t u d i o s  c o m e  f u l l y 
equipped with a grand piano and 
a drum set. City residents are 
free to use these studio rooms, 
such as for singing, instrument 
practice, or dancing.

Description of Urayasu Concert Hall 



(Continued from page 1)

Further, with the balance of the local bonds de-
creasing from 47.3 billion yen at the end of FY1999 
to the current 19.7 billion yen as of the end of 
FY2015, we have returned 27.6 billion yen and are 
able to pass on an even healthier budget for the fu-
ture.

In other topics, the completion of recovery and 
restoration from the 2011 earthquake is now in 
sight, and Urayasu City Hall—which had serious 
earthquake-resistance and building deterioration 
issues—celebrated the completion of construction 
of the new building last June. I believe one of the 
reasons I can resign with peace of mind is because 
we have completed a new government building that 
will last 100 years as a command tower for any 
earthquake that could directly hit the Tokyo area 
(which is said to be imminent).

Education is said to be “the major 100-year plan 
of a nation.” Small-group education—which was a 
campaign pledge for my first term—has completely 
taken root, by employing at each school a small-
group education promotion teacher that is unique to 
our city. 

I was told by former Director of Education Emiko 
Kuroda that directors of education across Japan ask 
for 10% of the general budget for education. I am 
proud to say that our city has continued to maintain 
almost 20%, and we pour our efforts not only into 

school education, but also sports and lifelong edu-
cation as well. 

Moreover, I tried my best to address the decreas-
ing birth rate, which is a critical issue of the nation-
al government. With approval from the city assem-
bly, we were able to bring 3 billion yen from our 
financial reserves to create the “Declining Birthrate 
Countermeasures Fund.” 

I came to realize that child-raising support pro-
grams are an indispensable part of a city admin-
istration that works on behalf of parents, as core 
families are significantly numerous in our city. 

At the end of last year, the child-raising infor-
mation website, Nikkei DUAL, and Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun, Inc. announced the 2016 National Rank-
ing of Towns Comfortable for Working Parents, and 
Urayasu City won the first-ever grand prize in the 
national category. I shared my joy with the direc-
tor of the Children’s Affairs Department, as well as 
with everyone else involved. 

After much thought, I have decided to enter the 
race for Chiba Prefecture’s Governor position, 
which will be held in March. At the special city 
assembly meeting on February 9, I submitted my 
resignation as mayor. I would like to express my 
heartfelt gratitude to all of you, for allowing me the 
honor and freedom to serve as your mayor for the 
past 18 years and three months.

This “Hello to all” column was something I 
started in the June 1, 1999 issue of Urayasu City 

News so that all city residents could share an inter-
est in city administration as much as possible, and I 
thought of and wrote the column myself for the past 
17 years. I always finish it right before the deadline, 
and thus it has been a column that has sometimes 
caused problems for the staff in charge, but this is 
finally coming to an end. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of you for reading my col-
umn, and also for your encouraging feedback and 
ideas.

In conclusion, I would like to thank all city resi-
dents and the city assembly for your understanding 
and cooperation until now, before I put my pen 
down. 

Please accept my heartfelt best wishes for the 
continued growth of Urayasu City and for the hap-
piness of all city residents. 

Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for March

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 14108)

■ UIFA 30th Anniversary 
Commemorative Lecture 
and Friendly Gathering
Date and time: March 5 (Sun.), 3 to 5:30 p.m.
Location: Shimin Plaza (WAVE101)
Eligibility: Those who are high school 
students or older; 50 persons on a f irst-
come, first-served basis
Program: Lecture “International Exchange—
In a Changing Environment” (Masaaki Taira 
[former senior vice minister of the Cabinet 
Office]) and friendly exchange gathering 
Application: Apply by telephone or e-mail 
(giving the program name, your full name, 
and telephone number) with the UIFA 
Off ice, Tel: 381-5931; E-mail: uifa@uifa 
-urayasu.jp.
Inquiries: UIFA Office (Local Network Section)

■ Lecture in English (Our 
World Today)
Date and time: March 25 (Sat.), 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Location: International Center
Capacity: 60 persons, on a first-come, first-
served basis
Lecturer: Liz Fuse (U.K.)
Title: A Modern Pilgrimage—Walking the 
Camino de Santiago (Spain)
Application: Apply by telephone with the 
UFRA Off ice (within the Local Network 
Section) from 9 a.m. on March 6 (Mon.), Tel: 
712-6247.
Inquiries: UFRA Office 

■ Spring Fire Department 
Concert
Date, time and program: March 4 (Sat.), 10 
a.m. to 12 noon: Display of fire trucks, first-
aid demonstrations, and more; 11 a.m. to 12 
noon: Fire Department Band concert
Location: Ikspiari
Inquiries: Fire Prevention Section, Fire 
Department Headquarters, Tel: 304-0143

■ Sakura Walk with Health 
Promotion Staff
Date and time: March 29 (Wed.), 9:45 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. (Meet at the Health Center; 
cancelled in case of rain.)
Eligibility: Those who live in Urayasu City; 30 
persons, on a first-come, first-served basis
Program: Walking along Shiokaze Green 
Area with health promotion staff
Application: Apply by telephone from March 
1 at 9 a.m. with the Health Promotion 
Section, Tel: 381-9059
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section

■ Re-opening of Culture 
Hall (After Renovation) and 
the Change of Location of 
the Culture Hall Office

Culture Hall , which was undergoing 
renovation, e.g., for the installation of a 
special ceiling, since last July 1, will re-open 
on April 1 (Sat.). Due to the preparation for 
the re-opening, reception for Culture Hall 
will be handled at Shimin Plaza during the 
following period.
Reception period: March 16 (Thu.) through 
31 (Fri.)
Services: Acceptance of applications for the 
use of the large and small halls of Culture 
Hall; cancelling use of Culture Hall; payment 
of usage fees, etc.
Inquiries: Culture Hall, Tel: 353-1121; Shimin 
Plaza, Tel: 350-3101
(Lifelong Learning Section)

■ Recruiting Users for 
Nursery Room Yururi

Users of the nursery room, regardless 
of the reason for use, are being recruited. 
Regular child care for one to three times per 
week, as well as temporary child care for 
one day at a time, is available.
Date and time: Star ting from Apr il 1, 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(except national holidays and during the 
year-end/New Year holidays)
Location: 1-9-3 Higashino (near Higashino 
Jido Center)
Eligibility: Children from four months of age 
up to two years of age
Fee: 
Regular child care (monthly amount; once a 
week, four times per month): 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 1 to 5 p.m.: ¥6,800 each; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.: 
¥10,000; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.: ¥12,000
Temporary child care: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1 to 
5 p.m.: ¥2,000 each; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.: ¥3,000
Note: For more information, such as for 
application procedures, please visit Nursery 
Room Yururi’s website (http://yururi.npo-i.net) 
or call the number below. 
Inquiries: Nursery Room Yururi, Tel: 720-
4600
(Nursery Schools and Kindergartens Affairs 
Section)

■ Boat Ride Experience & 
History Tour
Date and time: March 19 (Sun.), 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 
Eligibility: Junior high school students or 
older; 20 persons, on a f irst-come, f irst-
served basis
Program: Riding on a wooden boat to enjoy 
a view of the town from the Sakaigawa River, 
along with a stroll along Flower-dori Street
Application: Apply from February 19 (Sun.) 
in person or by telephone with the Folk 
Museum, Tel: 305-4300.
Inquiries: Folk Museum

Skateboard Park Re-Opening (After Renovation)
The skateboard park will re-open on March 19 (Sun.). A grand 

re-opening ceremony will be held to commemorate the event.
Date and time: March 19 (Sun.), from 10 a.m. (In case of rain, 
only the ceremony will be held)
Location: Sports Park Skateboard Park
Note: No applications are required; simply come directly to the event 
site on the day of the event.
Inquiries: Sports Section, Tel: 712-6819

■ Watching a Swimming Class 
by World-class Swimmer, 
Takeshi Matsuda 
Date and time: March 4 (Sat.), 10 a.m. to 12 
noon 
Location: Indoor Swimming Pool 
Note: No applications are required; simply 
come directly to the event site on the day of 
the event.
Inquiries: Indoor Swimming Pool, Tel: 304-
0030


