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I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. 
I hope this greeting finds all of you celebrating the New Year in good 

health.
I would also like to express my heartfelt appreciation for your gracious 

understanding and cooperation with our city administration during the 
past year. 

This year, we will work toward achieving the completion of restoration 
from the Great East Japan Earthquake and toward further growth for 
Urayasu City.

Particularly, restoration from the earthquake has been our top priority, 
and we have been receiving gracious understanding and cooperation 
from all of you as we work toward restoration. We hope to complete 85 
percent of our plans by the end of March 2015, and ultimately complete 
restoration by the end of FY2016.

In addition, in this day and age when we cannot hope for economic 
growth like before, I believe that it would be impossible to achieve a 
“sustainable city” without the cooperation of city residents. With the 
cooperation of city residents as the basic foundation, I hope to work on 
city administration operations while pursuing the three elements of “fiscal 
soundness,” “convenience in everyday life,” and “high quality of the 
environment” in a balanced manner.

Particularly, Urayasu City has become an aged 
society from June of the year before last. Since 
society is expected to be rapidly growing and 
aging in the future, we are organizing programs 
to achieve a “Healthy and Happy Society”—
a society where people lead even healthier 
and happier lives with the extension of health 
expectancy—as well as countermeasures to 
address low birthrate, which is an urgent issue of 
Japan, all while bearing in mind the importance 
of a balanced budget.

Aware of our role as a model basic local government, I am determined 
to do my utmost to actively develop effective and progressive policies for 
making our city a place where adults and children can wholeheartedly say 
that they are glad to live here.

To conclude this New Year greeting, I would like to ask for your 
continued gracious understanding and cooperation and express my 
heartfelt best wishes for a healthy and happy New Year.

Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu City

A Happy 
  New Year!

Kite flying is a traditional New Year’s custom in Japan. Kites came from 
China during the Heian Period, and during the Edo Period, kite flying became a 
pastime of the common people. Originally, a kite was flown at the beginning of 
the New Year in celebration of the birth of a baby boy with hopes and prayers 
for the healthy growth of the child, as if the kite delivered the prayers to Heaven.
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September
 6 (Sat.) and 7 (Sun.): 

Urayasu Festival 2014 
Bond toward the Future—
The Peaceful Bay

Traditional cultural objects 
representing various cities, 
such as Saitama ryujin dragon 
g o d  f l o a t s  a n d  H i r o s a k i 
neputa festival floats gathered 
in Urayasu for the Urayasu 
Festival. 

 7 (Sun.): Horie and Nekozane B 
District Land Readjustment Program 
Completion Commemorative Ceremony
The land readjustment program, which was 

conducted with the goal of making a town that is 
strong in the face of disaster where people can live 
safely and with peace of mind, was completed, and a 
commemorative ceremony was held. 

 20 (Sat.): 25th 
Anniversary of the Sister 
City Agreement

A signing ceremony was 
held at Shin-Urayasu Station 
Plaza with the City of Orlando, 
Florida, to commemorate the 
friendly ties that have lasted for 
25 years since the signing of the 
agreement in October 1989.

October
 20 (Mon.): Opening of the Hinode Fire 
Station 
The Hinode Fire Station was opened as the third 

branch fire station in Urayasu City, joining the ranks 
of Imagawa and Horie Fire Stations.

 29 (Wed.): Mayor’s First Appearance
Reelected as the Mayor of Urayasu City for his 

fifth term on October 26, Mayor Hideki Matsuzaki 
appeared in his office for the first time after the 
elections.

November
 14 (Fri.): National Women’s Fire Brigade 

Chiba Conference Was Held
A conference was held in the city that gathered 

women’s fire brigades from across Japan in one hall 
with the goal of stimulating the activity of women’s 
fire brigades through presentations of sample activities 
and exchanges of opinions.

 15 (Sat.): Tree-Planting 
Festival—Building a 
Forest for the Future
Thi s  yea r ’s  f e s t iva l  was 

the largest ever in scale, with 
about 6,700 pot seedlings of 20 
varieties, including Machilus 
thunbergii  and Castanopsis 
sieboldii. These seedlings were 
planted in the green area along 
the Sanbanze area of Hinode 
District.

December
 3 (Wed.): Before-Death Applications 

Accepted for Lawn-Type and Tree-Marker-
Type Graves

Bochi Park started to accept applications for a lawn-
type grave or tree-marker-type grave in preparation for 
one’s own death.

January
 13 (Mon.): Coming-

of-Age Ceremony—The 
Door to Dreams with the 
Determination in Our 
Hearts as the Key

The Coming-of-Age Ceremony 
was held at Tokyo Disneyland, 
and 1,301 new adults attended.

February
 8 (Sat.): Heaviest Snowfall in 45 Years
It snowed heavily on February 8 and 9, with an 

accumulation of 27 cm in metropolitan Tokyo for the first 
time in 45 years and more than 20 cm in Urayasu City. 

March
 31 (Mon.): Completion 

of Construction Work for 
Shin-Urayasu Station Plaza

Liquefaction countermeasure 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  d i s a s t e r 
r ecovery  cons t ruc t ion  was 
completed in front of Maihama 
Station, Shin-Urayasu Station 
Plaza, and Symbol Road.

May
 1 (Thu.): Completion of Hinode 7-chome 
Independent Resident Association 
Meeting Place
Construction was completed of the resident 

association meeting place, which normally serves as a 
community site and also serves as a center for rescue 
and relief activities in an emergency.

 7 (Wed.): Cooperative Agreement 
Signed with Chiba Institute of 
Technology
A cooperative agreement was signed with the 

goal of enhancing children’s interest in science and 
technology using the university’s most advanced 
scientific resources, such as robot technology.

June
 28 (Sat.): Renewal Opening of Takasu 

Kaihin Park Golf Course
The golf course was expanded from the original 

nine-hole course to an eighteen-hole course with 
curves that are just right, and a commemorative 
tournament was held. 

July
 26 (Sat.): The 36th 
Urayasu City Fireworks 
Display 

 Toward a Brilliant 
Tomorrow—A Circle 
of City Residents 
Illuminating the Future
For the fireworks display this 

year, there was a viewing space 
that was available free of charge 
and an area with seats that could 
be accessed for a fee. 

August
 4 (Mon.) and 5 (Tue.): Hometown 

Urayasu Risshi-juku Students Went on an 
Overnight Training Program (DECo Urayasu 
Camp).

Using information and communication technology 
equipment and iPads, an overnight training program 
was conducted. The students thought about what they 
can do when a disaster strikes and participated in drills. 
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■Hinode Kindergarten Will Begin Babysitting 
Services (Smile Room)

Starting from January 13, short-time babysitting services can be used regardless 
of reason, such as for shopping or for simple refreshment. 
Childcare hours: Monday through Friday (except national holidays and during the 
year-end/New Year holidays), 9 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Note: The hours for application or inquiries are from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Eligibility: Children who live in Urayasu City from 4 months of age up to entrance 
to elementary school
Location: Hinode Room (within Hinode Kindergarten)
Fees: One hour: Free of charge; Two hours: ¥500; Three hours: ¥1,000 (If you are 
late in picking up your child, an overtime fee will be charged.) 
Registration: Advance registration (interview) is required to use the service. 
Please call Hinode Room (Tel: 390-6333) to make an appointment and come to 
Hinode Room with your child.
Note: For emergencies, registration (interview) can be done on the day of use.
Application: After completing registration procedures, call Hinode Room on the 
day before or on the day of desired use. 
Note: For information on what to bring, please read the information that is 
handed to you at the interview, or visit the Urayasu City website.
Inquiries: Hinode Room

■Children’s Immunization Schedule Maintenance 
Service Has Begun

Support services to help maintain the immunization schedule of children began 
on December 1.
If you register by cell phone or computer, you can receive an e-mail concerning 
immunization schedules and what you need to bring. 

For more information, please visit the immunization navigation website (http://
urayasu.city-hc.jp).
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section

■2015 Urayasu City Fire Brigade Dezome-shiki 
New Year’s Ceremony
Date and time: January 11, 2015 (Sun.), the ceremony star ts at 9:30 a.m.; 
performances start at 10:30 a.m.
Location: Higashi Elementary School schoolyard (In the event of rain, only the 
ceremony will be held from 10 a.m. in the 
Higashi Elementary School gymnasium.) 
Program: Presentation of commendations 
to contributing firefighters, performance 
of Higashi Elementar y School brass 
band, youth fire br igade ceremony 
and water display, fire brigade water 
pump demons t r a t ion , o f f i ce  se l f -
defense fire brigade indoor fire hydrant 
demonstration, fire depar tment rescue 
team drills, and more.
Inquiries: General Affairs Section, Fire 
Department Headquarters, Tel: 304-0142

■2015 Winter Urayasu Cruise and Spa—How 
to Spend Time in a Better Way
Date and time: February 8 (Sun.), from 1 p.m. 
Note: In the case of inclement weather, the event will be postponed to February 
11 (national holiday).
Location: Urayasu Marina, Spa & Hotel Maihama Eurasia 
Eligibility: Those who live or work in Urayasu City; 45 persons on a first-come, 
first-served basis.
Program: Tokyo Bay cruise and a relaxing time at a hot spring facility
Fee: ¥4,500 (¥3,000 for elementary school children or younger; free of charge for 
one child under three years of age per group)
Application: Apply from January 5 (Mon.), 10 a.m. via the Urayasu Tourism 
Convention Association website (http://www.urayasu-kankou.jp).
Inquiries: Urayasu Tourism Convention Association, Tel: 047-350-7555

■International Center Exhibition—The 
Indigenous People of Sakhalin
Date and time: January 7 (Wed.) through 29 (Thu.), 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Location: International Center (inside Shin-Urayasu Il Mare)
Program: Photo panel exhibit of indigenous people of the world
Inquiries: International Center, Tel: 306-5181

■Youth Center New Year’s Party
Date and time: Januar y 12 (Mon., 
national holiday), 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Youth Center
Eligibility: Those between elementary 
school age and 22 years of age
Program: Making kites, playing hanetsuki 
New Year’s game, distribution of mochi 
(rice cakes), and more.
Note: No applications are required. 
Simply come to the site on the day of 
the event.
Inquiries: Youth Center, Tel: 700-6203 
(Closed on Tuesdays) 

■ New Year’s Events at the Library
○New Year’s Picture Book Time and Karuta Game
Date and time: January 4 (Sun.), 6 (Tue.) and 7 (Wed.), from 2:30 p.m.
Location: Chuo Library
Eligibility: Children 3 years of age and older
Program: Storytelling from picture books and a karuta game

○Library Omikuji (fortune slips)
Date and time: January 4 (Sun.) (only while the supply of fortune slips lasts)
Location: Chuo Library and branch libraries (excluding the Horie Branch)
Eligibility: Children and their parents/guardians
Program: Introducing children’s books and omikuji slips

○Library Lucky Grab Bags
Date and time: January 4 (Sun.) (Only while the supply of lucky 
grab bags lasts)
Location: Chuo Library
Program: Lending of books in lucky grab bags. Enjoy the 
excitement of wondering what book is inside!

●For all the abovementioned events:
No reservations are required; simply come to the site on the day of the event.
Inquiries: Chuo Library, Tel: 352-4646

■Family Festa
Date and time: January 18 (Sun.), 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Shimin Plaza 
Eligibility: Families with children from 0 years of age up to entrance to elementary 
school
Program: Games, picture book storytelling, making hand-shaped fans, games plaza, 
and more.
Note: No applications are required. Simply come to the site on the day of the 
event.
Inquiries: Family Festa Executive Committee, Tel: 304-7206

■Sports Park Gymnasium Sports Course—
Hands-On Experience! Japanese Archery Course
Date and time: Every Saturday 
from Februar y 28 through 
March 14, 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
(total: three sessions)
Eligibil ity: Those who are 
16 years of age or older ; 10 
persons, on a first-come, first-
ser ved basis . (Those who 
live , work or go to school 
i n  Ur ayasu  C i t y  and  a re 
participating for the first time 
will receive higher priority.) 
Program: Japanese archer y 
class
Fee: ¥1,000
Application: Apply by telephone or in person with Sports Park Gymnasium (Tel: 
355-1110) from January 5 (Mon.), 9 a.m.
Inquiries: Sports Park Gymnasium 

■Hiroshi Aoshima Talk Concert—Vienna New 
Year Concert in Urayasu
Date and time: January 4, 2015 (Sun.), from 1 p.m. (The hall opens from 12:50 
p.m.)
Note: From 1 p.m. there will be a Foyer Concert and New Year’s Party with 
refreshments.
Location: Culture Hall 
Fee: ¥2,900 (¥1,500 for junior high school students and younger). Now on sale at 
Culture Hall and Shimin Plaza. 
Note: Children under three years of age will not be admitted.
Program: The Blue Danube, Kaiser-Walzer, Pomp and Circumstance Marches
Inquiries: Ms. Numata, Tel: 353-6350

■Revision to the Schedule for the Long-Term 
Closing of Culture Hall

Culture Hall was scheduled to close for major renovations from October 2015, 
but the schedule has been revised as follows:
●Long-term closing: From July 2016 for about six to nine months

Accordingly, reservations will be accepted for events up to June 2016. The 
lottery for reservations for the large hall for October 2015 through January 
2016 will be conducted as follows. If you would like to use the large hall, please 
participate in this lottery. 
●Lottery date: January 25, 2015 (Sun.)
For October: from 10 a.m.; for November: from 11:30 a.m.; for December: from 
1 p.m.; for January: from 2 p.m.

■Temporary Closing of Indoor Swimming Pool 
and Chuo Martial Arts Gymnasium

From January 5, 2015 (Mon.), through late March, the Indoor Swimming Pool 
will be closed for pool filter repair work, and Chuo Martial Arts Gymnasium will 
be closed for roof tile replacement and ceiling repair work.
Inquiries: Sports Section

urayasu1501.indd   3 2014/12/19   15:57



Revisions in the Tax System for City/Prefecture Resident’s Tax
The tax system for city/prefecture resident’s tax will be changed as of the beginning of FY2015.

Inquiries: Residential Tax Section
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for January

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

(1) Extension and Expansion of the Home Loan Special Deduction for Individual Resident’s Tax
The applicable term for the extension and expansion of the home loan special deduction for individu-

al resident’s tax has been extended for four years. The amount that cannot be deducted from the income 
tax amount will be deducted from the individual resident’s tax within the range designated below. 

Furthermore, the deduction ceiling for April 1, 2014, through December 31, 2017, is only for cases in 
which the consumption tax applied to home loans is eight percent or ten percent. The deduction ceiling 
for other cases will be the same as for January through March of 2014.

Before revision After revision
Residence year Current to December 31, 2013 January 1, 2014, to March 31, 2014 April 1, 2014, to December 31, 2017

Exemption 
amount

5% of the total taxable income of 
income tax  (maximum:¥97,500)

5% of the total taxable income of 
income tax  (maximum: ¥97,500)

7% of the total taxable income of 
income tax  (maximum: ¥136,500)

Note: The deduction amount will be either one of the following, whichever is smaller:
A: The amount that was not deducted for income tax out of the limit for the home loan special deduc-
tion for income tax
B: Five percent or seven percent of the total taxable income amount for income tax

(2) Abolition of the Reduced Tax Rate for Income from Stock Dividends and Capital Gains
The reduced tax rate that was applied until December 31, 2013, has been abolished, and starting from 

January 1, 2014, the standard tax rate of twenty percent (fifteen percent for income tax plus five percent 
for the individual resident’s tax) will be applied.

・Tax Rate for Income from Stock Dividends and Capital Gains
FY2010 through FY2014 From FY2015

Separate self-assess-
ment taxation

Individual resident's tax: 3%  (city resident's tax: 1.8%; 
prefectural resident's tax: 1.2%)

Individual resident's tax: 5%  (city resident's tax: 3%; 
prefectural resident's tax: 2%)

Total taxation Individual resident's tax: 10%  (city resident's tax: 6%; prefectural resident's tax: 4%)

Although a kakutei shinkoku income tax report is not required for income from stock dividends and 
capital gains (withholding selection account), if you file a kakutei shinkoku income tax report, the divi-
dends and capital gains are deducted from the individual resident’s tax for the following fiscal year.
Note: Please be careful, because filing a kakutei shinkoku income tax report influences the tax burden 

Applications Accepted for Long-Term Bicycle Parking Lot PermitsFY2015
Applications for FY2015 (from April 2015) municipal bicycle parking lot permits are now being accepted. If 

you would like a permit for the use of a parking lot, please complete the procedures indicated below. Please 
note that because permits are not automatically renewed for those who are currently using a permit, you must 
complete the application procedures again during the application period if you would like a permit to use from 
April. In addition, please note that some bicycle parking lots will not be accepting permit applications due to 
construction. (See below)
Inquiries: Traffic Safety Section

Application Period

January 15 (Thu.) to February 15 (Sun.; a post card
must be received by this date)

Application:
Complete an application form (available at any municipal bicycle parking lot with a custodian, the Urayasu 
City Facilities Use & Promotion Public Corporation, and for download on Urayasu City’s website) and submit 
it in person along with the required document (the applicant’s official identification, such as a driver’s license 
or health insurance card [a student ID is required if you want to get a high school students’ discount], which 
is to be shown at the time of application or a copy 
thereof submitted) to a municipal bicycle parking 
lot with a custodian or Urayasu City Facilities Use 
& Promotion Public Corporation. (Those applying 
for Shin-Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 13 
should apply there in person.)
Note: Because documents must be verified at the 
time of application, please make sure you have 
plenty of time when you bring your application. 
You can also apply online (except for Shin-Urayasu 
Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 13). Please see 
Urayasu City’s website for more information.
Results:
If the number of applications exceeds the spaces 
available at the bicycle parking lot of your choice, a 
lottery will be held. Notifications of the lottery results 
will be mailed in mid-March.
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Parking Lots with Designated Parking Spaces (Bicycles Only)

Station Parking 
Lot Floor

Type
Custodian

Periodic Use Fee per Month

Long-term Short-term Temporary Adult High School 
Student or Younger

Urayasu
No. 1 1, 2 and 3F *1 ○ － ○ ○ ¥1,290 ¥860
No. 2 1 and 2F ○ － ○ ○ ¥1,290 ¥860

Shin-
Urayasu

No. 1 *2 1F ○ － ○ ○ ¥1,830 ¥1,220
No. 4 3F ○ － ○ ○ ¥1,290 ¥860
No. 5 1F ○ － ○ ○ ¥1,830 ¥1,220

No. 13
1F ○ － ○ ○ ¥1,830 ¥1,220

B1F ○ － ○ ¥1,620 ¥1,080

*1: Long-term use for Urayasu Parking Lot No. 1 is limited to the third floor only.
*2: Due to construction, Shin-Urayasu Parking Lot No. 1 will not be accepting applications for long-term use from April. 
Applications will be accepted after construction is completed.

Parking Lots with No Designated Parking Spaces

Station Parking 
Lot

Vehicle 
Type

Type
Custodian

Periodic Use Fee per Month

Long-term Short-term Temporary Adult High School 
Student or Younger

Urayasu

No. 3
Bicycle ○ － － ○ ¥720 ¥480
Mopeds ○ － － ¥1,210 ¥810

No. 4 *4 Bicycle ○ － － ○ ¥720 ¥480
No. 5 *4 Bicycle ○ － － － ¥720 ¥480

No. 6 Bicycle ○ － － － ¥720 ¥480

No. 7
Bicycle ○ ○ ○ ○ ¥720 ¥480
Mopeds ○ ○ ○ ¥1,210 ¥810

No. 8 *3 Bicycle ○ － － － ¥720 ¥480

No. 9
Bicycle ○ － ○ ○ ¥480 ¥320
Mopeds ○ － ○ ¥810 ¥540

No. 10 Bicycle － － ○ － － －
No. 12 Bicycle － － ○ － － －
No. 13 Bicycle ○ － ○ ○ ¥720 ¥480

No. 14 *4 Bicycle ○ － ○ ○ ¥720 ¥480

Shin-
Urayasu

No. 2 Bicycle ○ － ○ ○ ¥480 ¥320

No. 3
Bicycle ○ ○ ○ ○ ¥720 ¥480
Mopeds ○ ○ ○ ¥1,210 ¥810

No. 7 Bicycle － － ○ － － －
No. 8 Bicycle ○ － ○ ○ ¥720 ¥480
No. 9 Bicycle － － ○ － － －

No. 10 Mopeds ○ － ○ ○ ¥1,210 ¥810
No. 11 Bicycle － － ○ － － －
No. 12 Bicycle － － ○ － － －

Maihama

No. 1 Bicycle ○ － － ○ ¥720 ¥480

No. 2
Bicycle ○ ○ ○ ○ ¥720 ¥480
Mopeds ○ ○ ○ ¥1,210 ¥810

No. 3 Bicycle ○ － － ○ ¥720 ¥480

*3: Please note that parking space is limited in Urayasu Parking Lot No. 8 due to construction.
*4: Please note that parking space is limited in Urayasu Parking Lot No. 4, 5, and 14 due to construction in the neighborhood.
Note: Please see the Urayasu City website for more information on short-term and one-time use.

rate by effecting, for example, the evaluation of the spouse and dependent deduction, National Health 
Insurance, and Nursing Care Insurance.

(3) Establishment of a Tax Exemption Program for Income from Dividends and Capital Gains 
Involving Small Listed Stocks in a Tax-Free Account

A tax exemption program has been established for each year from January 1, 2014, through 
December 31, 2023, for dividends and capital gains that should be received within five years in tax-free 
accounts opened in offices such as financial product dealers, with a ceiling of ¥1 million for new invest-
ments every year (cannot be carried over to the following year).
Tax exemption eligi-

bility Income from dividends and capital gains involving small listed stocks in a tax-free account.

Tax exemption in-
vestment amount A maximum of ¥1,000,000 in the year the account is opened.

Tax exemption in-
vestment total A maximum of ¥5,000,000  (¥1,000,000 x 5 years).

Number of ac-
counts opened One account per person per year.

Person opening the 
account Must be 20 years of age or older as of January 1 of the particular year.

Holding period A maximum of five years.  May be sold mid-term  (after the sale, the tax-free bracket cannot be reused).

(4) Revision of Aggregation of Profit and Loss for Profit or Loss Involving Golf Membership, Etc. 
(Addition of Range of Assets That Are Not Necessary for Everyday Living)

Assets other than real estate which are owned as a hobby, for leisure, for rest, or for simple apprecia-
tion (such as a golf membership) have been added to the range of assets that are not necessary for ev-
eryday life and for which profit and loss aggregation and deduction cannot be applied. Accordingly, the 
profit or loss from golf membership cannot be applied in the aggregation of profit and loss with other 
income in the total taxable income. To complete report procedures, please go to the Ichikawa Tax Office.
Applicable matters:
This applies to losses from transfer of assets on or after April 1, 2014, and losses from disasters on or after 
the same date.

urayasu1501.indd   4 2014/12/19   15:57


