
■	 Changes in the Revision
★	The Alien Registration Act Will Be Abolished

With the enactment of the new system on July 9 (Mon.), 
2012, the current Alien Registration Act will be abolished, 
and the information contained in foreign resident registries 
will be sent from municipal offices to the national government 
(Ministry of Justice). For this reason, the Certificate of 
Registered Matters in the Foreign Resident Registry, which 
was issued by municipal offices until now, will no longer be 
issued. 

Under the new system, to request a certificate related to 
foreign resident registration, such as a certificate of address 
history, change in name or nationality, or date of landing, you 
must contact the Ministry of Justice in person. 

★ The Notification Procedures for City Hall and the 
Immigration Bureau Will Change

Under the new system, when moving, foreign residents 
must file a notification of moving out and obtain a moving-
out certificate from the municipal office of their old residence 
and take the certificate to the municipal office of their new 
residence to complete the notification procedures for moving 
in. This is the same procedure followed by Japanese nationals. 
When completing notification procedures, please be sure 
to take the residence cards or special permanent resident 
certificates of all household members with you. 

In addition, if you plan to move out of Japan, you must file 
a notification of moving out, even if you have obtained a re-
entry permit. 

★ You Can Continue to Use the Same Basic 
Resident Registration Card Even After You Move 
to Another Municipality

Until now, when a resident moved to another municipality, 
the basic resident registration card (jumin kihon daicho card) 
became invalid, and the resident had to complete application 
procedures for another card at the municipal office of the new 
address. Under the new system, however, you can use the same 
basic resident registration card even after you move. When you 
submit your basic resident registration card at the municipal 
office of your new address, your new address will be written 
on the back of the card. 

■	 Foreign Residents Who Are Eligible 
for a Resident Registration Record 

Foreign residents with an address in Japan and a valid visa 
for a period of stay of over three months are eligible for a 
resident registration record. They are classified into one of the 
following four categories: 

(1) Mid- to long-term resident (eligible for a residence card) 
 A foreign resident with a valid status of residence (a status 

other than short-term stay, diplomat, or official) with a 
period of stay of three months or more

 Under the provisions of the revised Immigration Control 
and Refugee Recognition Act, a residence card will be 
issued in accordance with the landing permit or other 
permit involving residence.

(2) Special permanent resident
 A special permanent resident designated by the Special 

Act on Immigration Control
 Under the provisions of the revised Special Act on 

Immigration Control, a special permanent resident 
certificate will be issued. 

(3) Temporary refuge landing permission recipient or 
provisional stay permission recipient

 A person who received a landing permit for temporary 
refuge (a temporary refuge landing permission recipient) 
under the provisions of the Immigration Control and 
Refugee Recognition Act (e.g., a foreigner riding on a 
boat who may be a refugee) or an illegal alien who has 
applied for refuge authorization, fulfilled the designated 
requirements, and has been allowed to stay in Japan 
temporarily 

 When the applicable permission is received, a temporary 
refuge landing permit or a provisional stay permit will be 
issued.

(4) Person on transitional stay by birth or by loss of Japanese 
nationality

 A foreigner who is living in Japan because of birth or loss 
of Japanese nationality 

 Under the provisions of the Immigration Control and 
Refugee Recognition Act, the foreigner may stay in Japan 
without a status of residence for up to 60 days from the 
day of birth or loss of Japanese nationality.

Foreign Residents Who Are Not Eligible for a Resident 
Registration Record 
(Those who currently have foreign resident registration but 
will not have a resident registration record)
• Those with a designated period of stay of three months or 

less
• Those with a designated status of residence of “short-term 

stay” 
• Those with a designated status of residence of “diplomat” or 

“official” 
• Those for whom other designated orders of the Ministry of 

Justice apply 
• Those who do not have a valid status of residence (such as 

those who are illegal aliens or have overstayed their visa)

■	 A Temporary Resident Registration 
Record Will Be Mailed in Mid-May 2012

A temporary resident registration record will be created on 
the basis of the information contained in the foreign resident 
registry as of the reference date (May 7, 2012) and mailed to 
foreign residents who are eligible for a resident registration 
record. 

The mailing period is scheduled for mid-May 2012. We 
would appreciate your cooperation in confirming the accuracy 
of the information.
Note: If the information on the temporary resident registration 
record is not correct, please complete the designated 
application procedures for making changes in accordance with 
the Alien Registration Act. A resident registration record will 
be made on the effective date (July 9, 2012) according to the 
information on the temporary resident registration record.

■	 Automated Certificate Issuing 
Machines Will Not Be Available

Urayasu City will upgrade the automated certificate issuing 
system so that it can handle the resident registration records 
of foreign residents. For this reason, the automated certificate 
issuing machines at City Administration Offices at train 
stations and at the Civic Affairs Section will not be available.
Period of Unavailability: July 9 (Mon.), 2012, to August 31 
(Fri.), 2012 

During the period when the certificate issuing machines 
are unavailable, to receive a resident registration record or 
personal seal registration certificate, bring a card with a 
registered PIN (your civic card, personal seal registration card, 
or basic resident registration card) to a service counter and 
provide your PIN. 

Service Counter Hours for Using Cards to Issue Certificates
●	City Hall
 Weekdays and Sundays, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Note: Certificates cannot be issued on Saturdays or national 

holidays.
●	City Administration Offices at Train Stations (Urayasu 

Station or Shin-Urayasu Station)
	 Weekdays, 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 Note: Certificates cannot be issued on Saturdays, Sundays, 

or national holidays.

We apologize for the inconvenience. We would appreciate 
your gracious understanding and cooperation in this matter.

Urayasu City has declared that reconstruction and city 
planning for the revitalization of Urayasu will start in 
FY2012. 

The starting budget for FY2012 has been devised to 
actively promote programs and policies that are essential 
for meeting the needs of city residents and handling civic 
issues. Top priority has been given to organizing programs 
for reconstruction and recovery from the Great East Japan 
Earthquake. In this issue, we will announce the main 
programs and budget of FY2012.

Main FY2012 Programs and Budget
○ Liquefaction Countermeasures and Recovery/

Reconstruction Programs
▶ General accounting disaster recovery expenses (recovery 

programs for roads, etc.): ¥1,999,480,000
▶ Land survey expenses: ¥150,000,000 
▶ Program to promote awareness of earthquake resistance 

renovations for existing buildings and consultation 
program for recovery of leaning buildings: ¥2,548,000

▶ Reconstruction relief program for homes of disaster 
victims: ¥1,383,160,000

▶ Credit relief program for common portions of 
condominium complexes: ¥39,000,000

○ Environmental Planning to Enable the Community as 
a Whole to Protect, Educate, and Empower Children 
Who Will Lead Urayasu into the Future

▶ Unified kindergarten/nursery school facility management 
recruiting expenses: ¥180,000

▶ Kindergarten childcare program: ¥38,709,000
▶ Children’s club construction program: ¥146,184,000
▶ (Tentative name) Dai-kyu junior high school construction 

program: ¥1,176,810,000
▶ Higashi elementary school indoor playground 

reconstruction program: ¥29,400,000
▶ Furusato Urayasu Conference expenses: ¥1,538,000

○ City Planning that Stimulates Community Life—
Encouraging Friendly, Intergenerational Exchanges 

among Residents and Ensuring Safety and Peace of 
Mind in Everyday Life

▶ Track and field construction program: ¥8,505,000
▶ Construction program for comprehensive parks and 

multipurpose plazas: ¥297,833,000
▶ Construction program for senior citizen club facilities: 

¥73,621,000
▶ Construction program for a community-based facility 

for care of the elderly and small-scale intensive care: 
¥434,225,000

▶ Construction program subsidies for group homes for 
persons with disabilities, etc.: ¥4,631,000

▶ (Tentative name) Hinode Fire Station construction 
program (basic and operational design,  etc.) : 
¥32,498,000

○ Construction of a New Government Building
▶ Construction program for government buildings, etc.: 

¥174,840,000

The General Budget for FY2012 Is ¥62,160,000,000  
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The Basic Resident Registration Act Will Be Revised!
Due to partial revisions to the Basic Resident Registration Act, foreign residents will have a resident registration record (jumin-hyo), just like 

Japanese nationals. Furthermore, the basic resident registration card system will also change, and you will be able to continue using the same card 
even if you move to another municipality. 
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Hello to all!     Hideki Matsuzaki, Mayor of Urayasu
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●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for May

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 1665)

An Announcement from 
Chuo Library: Please Note the 
Return Due Date

Starting from May 1, those with overdue 
books will no longer be able to reserve books 
at the service counter or over the telephone. 
If you have outstanding fees for books that 
have been overdue for 95 days or longer, you 
will no longer be able to borrow books from 
the library. 

Please have your library card handy when 
making inquiries about borrowing books.
Inquiries: Chuo Library 

Are You Familiar with the 
Urayasu Foreign Residents 
Association (UFRA)? UFRA 
Is Recruiting Members. Join 
UFRA Now!

The UFRA is a non-profit organization for 
foreign residents who live in Urayasu. UFRA 
was established in 1986 with the full support 
of Urayasu City Hall. Its goal is to respond 

to the needs and suggestions of the vibrant 
community of foreign residents.

Various events are being organized for the 
new fiscal year, such as Culture Day, charity 
concer ts, a Christmas par ty, and a spring 
festival.

UFRA can provide you with excellent 
opportunities to become acquainted with the 
many foreign residents who live in Urayasu 
City and to strengthen bonds of friendship. 
Why not widen your circle of foreign resident 
friends by joining UFRA?
Eligibility: 
1. Regular members: Foreign residents who 

live in Urayasu City 
2. Associate members: Foreign residents who 

live outside of Urayasu City and Japanese 
spouses of regular UFRA members.

3. UFRA fr iends: Japanese residents of 
Urayasu City
Registration Procedures: Please bring the 

annual membership fee of ¥1,000 to the 
UFRA Office (inside the Local Network 
Section, Urayasu City Hall).
Inquiries: UFRA Office (Tel: 047-351-1111, 
Fax: 047-351-8600)

Debris
The other day, it was reported in Sankei 

Shimbun (a daily newspaper) that Paul 
Blustein, who was formerly a special 
Tokyo correspondent with the American 
newspaper The Washington Post, wrote in 
The Washington Post that the communal 
spirit of Japan has faded, touching upon 
the issue of how local governments across 
Japan are not open to the idea of accepting 
the debris from the disaster in northeastern 
Japan. 

When I read this article, I felt a kind 
of deep regret that was interwoven with 
sadness and strong anger. Over the past 
six months, while we are also victims of 
the same disaster, Urayasu City has been 
deeply concerned about how we can help 
resolve the issue of the debris of northeast-
ern Japan.

There is a total of about 22.7 million 
tons of debris from the three prefectures 
affected by the Great East Japan Earth-
quake—Iwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima. 
The amount of debris in Miyagi Prefecture, 
which has the most debris, is about 15.69 
million tons, which is said to be equal to 
19 years’ worth of non-industrial waste. 
Iwate Prefecture has the next highest 
amount of debris: about 4.76 million tons, 
which is estimated to be about 11 years’ 
worth of debris. This very urgent issue is a 
major obstruction to the process of recov-
ery and reconstruction.

Urayasu City also suffered from the 
great earthquake, with 86% of the city 
area affected by liquefaction and about 
75,000 m3 of earth and sand erupting from 
the ground. Furthermore, about 2,000 tons 
of debris was created as a result of emer-
gency reconstruction of roads. However, 
we developed a plan to use this debris to 
create a green seawall for defense against 
tsunami and tidal waves. As a first step of 
this plan, we held a first tree-planting event 
on December 18 of last year, using part of 
Takasu Kaihin Park. The event was a great 
success. About 500 city residents, includ-
ing children, participated in the event.

The person who is giving us advice 

concerning this green seawall is Dr. Akira 
Miyawaki, professor emeritus of Yoko-
hama National University and director of 
the Japanese Center for International Stud-
ies in Ecology. Dr. Miyawaki is a pioneer 
in the effort to plant more trees who has 
served as an advisor for tree planting activ-
ities in over 1,700 locations across Japan 
and around the world and has planted over 
40 million trees to date. 

At the Forest Symposium held in Sendai 
City on March 3 by Dr. Miyawaki, I gave a 
report on the first tree-planting event of our 
city. At the same gathering, Dr. Richard 
Pott of Leibniz University Hanover strong-
ly criticized the way that the debris of Ja-
pan is handled, saying, “Japan is the only 
advanced nation that incinerates debris that 
is a recyclable resource. In Germany, this 
is regulated by law, and violators are pun-
ished.”

Whenever I thought of the debris of 
northeastern Japan, there was always 
something that pricked my conscience. 
Hearing Dr. Pott’s lecture enabled me to 
see the issue more clearly.

The things that were instantly made into 
debris by the unprecedented tsunami made 
up the very lives of the disaster victims 
just moments before and still represent 
their cherished memories. We should not 
burn these cherished memories away as 
garbage.

Currently, various local governments are 
discussing how the debris should be incin-
erated and taken to a final handling site as 
industrial garbage. However, local govern-
ments like Urayasu City, which have no 
final handling site within the city for deal-
ing with incinerated debris, must ask other 
cities to handle their garbage and have no 
means of helping to handle the debris.

On the other hand, if we think of the 
debris as recyclable resources, I believe we 
will discover new options. 

We are just starting to research and 
discuss the issue from various perspec-
tives, and I will continue thinking of the 
reconstruction of our city, while looking 
for ways to be of some help to northeastern 
Japan.

Child-Raising Sukoyaka Plaza—
Enjoy Playing at a Municipal Kindergarten

Municipal kindergartens are open to the public as places for children and parents to play 
together. Child-raising counselors offer child-raising support and consultation services.
Dates and Locations: FY2012 Child-Raising Sukoyaka Plaza (May and June)

Niko-Niko (Smile) Land Schedule (Infants through preschoolers)
May June 

Wakakusa 8 (Tue.), 15 (Tue.), 29 (Tue.) 5 (Tue.), 19 (Tue.) 
Aoba 11 (Fri.), 18 (Fri.), 25 (Fri.) 1 (Fri.), 8 (Fri.), 21 (Thu.), 22 (Fri.), 29 (Fri.) 
Minami 30 (Wed.) 20 (Wed.) 
Shinmei 8 (Tue.), 22 (Tue.) 12 (Tue.) 
Hokubu 9 (Wed.) 6 (Wed.) 
Miakegawa 17 (Thu.), 24 (Thu.) 7 (Thu.), 21 (Thu.) 
Horie 11 (Fri.), 18 (Fri.), 25 (Fri.) 8 (Fri.), 22 (Fri.) 
Mihama-Minami 11 (Fri.), 18 (Fri.), 25 (Fri.) 1 (Fri.), 8 (Fri.), 22 (Fri.), 29 (Fri.) 
Irifune-Minami 29 (Tue.) 5 (Tue.), 19 (Tue.), 26 (Tue.) 
Maihama 21 (Mon.) 4 (Mon.), 25 (Mon.) 
Mihama-Kita 17 (Thu.), 24 (Thu.) 7 (Thu.), 14 (Thu.), 21 (Thu.) 
Hinode 14 (Mon.), 28 (Mon.) 4 (Mon.), 25 (Mon.) 
Akemi 21 (Mon.), 28 (Mon.) 4 (Mon.), 11 (Mon.), 18 (Mon.), 25 (Mon.) 

Waku-Waku (Excitement) Land Schedule
(Those wishing to enter the two-year program from the next fiscal year) 

May June 
Wakakusa 14 (Mon.), 21 (Mon.) 11 (Mon.), 25 (Mon.) 
Minami 16 (Wed.) 6 (Wed.) 
Shinmei 15 (Tue.) 5 (Tue.), 19 (Tue.) 
Hokubu 16 (Wed.), 23 (Wed.), 30 (Wed.) 13 (Wed.), 27 (Wed.) 
Miakegawa
Horie
Tomioka 15 (Tue.), 22 (Tue.), 29 (Tue.) 5 (Tue.), 26 (Tue.) 
Irifune-Minami 22 (Tue.) 12 (Tue.) 
Maihama 14 (Mon.) 11 (Mon.), 18 (Mon.) 
Mihama-Kita 16 (Wed.), 23 (Wed.) 6 (Wed.), 13 (Wed.), 20 (Wed.) 
Hinode 9 (Wed.), 23 (Wed.) 13 (Wed.), 20 (Wed.) 
Akemi 10 (Thu.), 17 (Thu.), 31 (Thu.) 7 (Thu.), 21 (Thu.) 

Note: The hours for all programs are from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Eligibility: Niko-Niko Land: Preschoolers and their guardians; Waku-Waku Land: Children who 
are 3 years of age (born between April 2, 2008, and April 1, 2009) and their guardians
Program: Niko-Niko Land: Interactive games between parent and child (such as playing house 
and playing with blocks or clay); Waku-Waku Land: Games with children attending the school (such 
as group games, playing to rhythms, and storytelling) 
What to Bring: Indoor shoes
Note: No application is necessary; simply come to the site on the day of the program. For more 
information, please see the Urayasu City website.
Inquiries: Nursery Schools & Kindergartens Affairs Section, or your local kindergarten

Invitation to Japanese Language Program
Urayasu International Friendship Association (UIFA) provides a Japanese language program. It’s 

a once-a-week, 90-minute private lesson for beginners. Tuition for one term of six months (April 
to September or October to March) is ¥1,800 paid in advance at the time of application. A new 
registrant who wants to start in the middle of the term should pay a monthly-calculated tuition 
(¥300 a month). Application forms are available at the Local Network Section on the fourth 
floor of the Urayasu City Hall. Current vacancies are shown below. Sign-ups are on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

For up-to-date information, please look at the UIFA homepage or contact the City Hall.
Classes and Vacancies as of April 15, 2012

Class Location Time Vacancy 
Monday morning Urayasu International Center 10:00–11:30 a.m. 3
Monday night Tomioka Kominkan (Public Hall) 7:00–8:30 p.m. 3
Tuesday morning UIFA Office 10:00–11:30 a.m. 1
Tuesday night Todaijima Kominkan 7:00–8:30 p.m. 0
Wednesday morning Urayasu International Center 10:00–11:30 a.m. 0
Wednesday afternoon Urayasu International Center 1:00–2:30 p.m. 0
Thursday morning Urayasu International Center 10:00–11:30 a.m. 3
Thursday night Urayasu International Center 7:00–8:30 p.m. 0
Friday morning Urayasu International Center 10:00–11:30 a.m. 1
Friday afternoon Urayasu International Center 1:00–2:30 p.m. 0
Friday night Urayasu International Center 7:00–8:30 p.m. 0

Note: Urayasu International Center is located on the second floor of Shin-Urayasu Il Mare.
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