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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF URAYASU

Twenty years have elapsed since the sister-city agreement has been signed with the City of
Orlando, Florida, US.A., in October, 1989. It is my great honor to be able to celebrate the
commemorative 20th anniversary year of the sister-cities. We have been able to continue the
sister-city exchanges for twenty years due to, not to mention, the wonderful, loyal cooperation
of the people of Orlando, Urayasu International Friendship Association (UIFA) which has been
involved since the selection of the sister-city, Runners Clubs, Urayasu Friendship Doll
Association, and all the civic groups concerned. I send my sincere appreciation to all for the
energetic enthusiasm and the active exchanges achieved throughout the years. All the
activities have been made possible by the strong devotion and commitment of each and

everyone of you.

Various exchanges have taken place between the cities of Orlando and Urayasu during these
past twenty years. Friendship Messengers whereby the applications are open to the public
and the delegates visit Orlando, Youth Exchange Program whereby junior and senior high
school students visit Orlando, marathon exchanges, and friendship doll exchanges have now
become the traditional exchanges of nearly twenty years. A countless number of both cities’
citizens have visited each other s city for the exchanges having each purpose, each time firmly

bonding the circle of friendship.

With the help of the rapid spread of the internet nowadays, connection with people all over the
world has become diversified, and for the further deepening of the friendship, understanding
and respect of each other’ s culture is a universal indispensability. The heart-to-heart, grassroot
exchanges between the cities of Orlando and Urayasu over the years have been the vital
moment to sensationally experience the importance of the mutual understanding, and I look

forward to the everlasting, continued exchanges.

It is with pleasure indeed that I look forward to the continued, succeeding exchanges of the
citizens, to the enhancement of the exchanges, and to the further bridging of the enriched

friendship between the two cities.

Urayasu-Orlando Sister-Cities 20th Anniversary
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February 10, 2010
Greetings from the City Beautiful to our Sister City residents

in Urayasu, Japan.

It is with great joy that we commemorate the 20th
anniversary of our Sister City relationship. Over the years, our two cities have created a
beautiful bond with lasting traditions. Our friendship and exchange seems to deepen
each year.

It is with joy and enthusiasm that the City of Orlando receives delegations from
Urayasu each year. Beginning with the visit of the Urayasu International Friendship
Association (UIFA) in February followed by the Urayasu youth in March and ending
with the Urayasu runners who travel to Orlando each December to compete in the
OUC Half Marathon, we are fortunate to experience friendship and cultural exchange in
Orlando all year long.

Also, Orlando runners anxiously anticipate the opportunity to travel to Urayasu each
year to compete in the Tokyo Bay/Urayasu Half Marathon. After having experienced
your City's graciousness and warm hospitality, the Orlando runners always come back
home with a complete and profound understanding of the importance of our Sister City
relationship.

Our traditions as Sister Cities are doing more than just bridging our two cities..they are
bridging our two countries as well. Orlando is proud of the Sister City relationship we
share with Urayasu and it is with great joy that we acknowledge the 20th anniversary
of this bond.

Here's to 20 more years of cultural and friendship exchange between our two cities. I
believe the best is yet to come.

Sincerely,

f5ullly dbo—

Buddy Dyer
Mayor
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Urayasu International Friendship Association, Chair TOKUDA, Hachiroe

Looking Back at our Sister City Tie for these Twenty Years

Time and tide wait for no man. Twenty-two years have passed since our newborn UIFA got
our first assignment from Mayor KUMAGAWA to pick the world’s best candidate for our
sister city. After a world-wide search using specific criteria, we recommended Orlando. In that
Florida city, we discovered a genuine interest in Japan when we visited Dr. Phillips High
School, where students were learning Japanese Culture and Language. As we expected, the
school dispatched a teacher and students to Urayasu for 27 days in July 1990, one year earlier
than our dispatches of students and Friendship Messengers to Orlando. Twenty years have
gone by since Orlando and Urayasu established the sister city relationship, and every two
years, their school tour to Urayasu has continued, including this year. Such an active approach
to Japan is very rare among so many sister city relationships between the U.S. and Japan.
High utilization of Japanese-language books, which were donated by UIFA in 1995 and 2005 to
Orange County Library, tells us an attractive fact. Not a few customers are reading those
books, saying “we are very interested in Japan~ . Moreover, we have a great sport exchange,
which the government sows and the non-government grows. Many runners and youth baseball
players have visited their sister city and families. Add to that the number of Youth Exchange
and Friendship Messengers, and the total is more than a few hundred people from Orlando
visited Urayasu and more than a thousand from Urayasu visited Orlando. Individuals and
parties who have developed specific exchanges have often brought up friendship and the
feeling of trust. “Courtesy Visit™ is an insufficient phrase to express such a feeling.

Moreover, our sister city tie proved that “Seeing is Believing” . If you are disappointed with
American public transportation system, please try the LYNX bus network. If you are looking
for senior-preference bus, please enjoy the I-RIDE bus for only a quarter. On the other hand,
Orlando people admire our punctual JR, Metro and Shin-kansen. We should share good customs
and excellent systems of our partner. For that purpose, we look forward to enjoying longer
stay at mutual visits in the future.

The willow seedling which the first student group to Orlando planted twenty years ago has
grown bigger at the lakeside of the Eola. I wish to express my great thanks to all officials and

parties of both cities in developing a proud and strong sister city relationship.

Urayasu-Orlando Sister-Cities 20th Anniversary
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% S LETTER OF INTENT
Y
A PROPOSED SISTER CITY AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
HBAEFELMLH L7 2 ) 2 ERET 2 ) ZWA =5 ¥ Fii CITY OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Dtk HE DT AND
CITY OF URAYASU, CHIBA PREFECTURE, JAPAN

It is the wish of the City of Orlando, Florida, United States of America and the City
of Urayasu, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, to strengthen their ties of friendship and to
further develop mutual understanding between the America and Japanese peoples.

In accordance with these expressed wishes, the City of Orlando and the City of
Urayasu hereby agree to further develop the scope and the depth of the existing
friendly relations between the two cities. This shall be achieved through the formal

BAETFERRALT LT A Y #ARE7 0 ) XMA—5 > Kz, B - KAERO
AERR L RIPREr—REET 5 L2HS bDTH Y £ T,
05D tnh, HHOARCEICRERLHKBHMELHHT I L0 s
L) 233 d N ZECEE E .
« FlORMMRE ML RR2C 52 AT S 60THY 2T adoption by both cities of a mutually acceptable Sister City agreement.
SOMEC LY. WL A= F L OWRIHIGER. 1990% 3 A31 6 L By the authority of this Letter of Intent it shall be known that the Sister City Agree-
ment between the City of Orlando and the City of Urayasu will be executed by
CERCEAREMGT 5 60T, WKL, £, WIETED 5012 2O formal signing ceremonies to take place prior to March 31, 1990. It shall also be
known that one signing ceremony will take place in the City of Orlando during the
visit of Mayor Yoshio Kumagawa or his representative and the other signing will
take place in the City of Urayasu during a return visit by Mayor Bill Frederick
2 oRBEVHEHHMPE, MOTILDTHY 2T, or his representative.
Agreed to this day and signatures affixed:
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10895 4 A 8 April 8, 1989
[ —— Urayasu, Chiba Prefecture, Japan.
Jilg 4 . { |
W *=5y Kilik f/@? I &3’ .
/{ );] ) E Bill Frederick Yoshio Kumagawa
= /4(3 £ Mayor Mayor
LTI i e ArFY v 2 City of Orlando City of Urayasu
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bR &R T B E W A SISTER CITY AGREEMENT

BAEFREARME TAUNERETOUIMNA —SK CITY OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
CITY OF URAYASU, CHIBA PREFECTURE, JAPAN

BABFRERARHE TAUHNERETOVIMNA — S blE. BHRRVUEHHOBE It is the expressed desire of the City of Orlando, Florida, United States of

BREZFABEBAGOICMIGDTSHS. America. and the City of Urayasu, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, to permanently
strengthen the ties of fiendship and mutual understanding that exist between
1989 F4 ABBICARM CH/ENL ABHORBICLY  BEDKFRFEE BICRRE €5 the two cities and their people.

. $H. L A= ARUIOROARTOTRE —MRETSIL £ In accordance with these wishes and with the Oriando-Urayasu Letter of

BIBLNTHE. Infent signed in Urayasu on April 18, 1989, the City of Orlando and the City
of Urayasu hereby agree to employ education, culture, sports, commerce
and other areas of mutual interest to further enhance the scope and the
depth of the existing relationship.

By virtue of this agreement, the City of Orlando, Florida, United States of
America and the City of Urayasu, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, are and shall be
known from this day forward as Sister Cities.

KRBEICLY) . bl SRHE L TRIRT AL EBIL. KB, ZICRABL . B85,

1989%£108238 October 23, 1989
TAUHERETOVIMNA —SK Orlando, Florida, United States of America
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SN 17 e 51'1 - I
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layor
Clity of Orlando City of Urayasu
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