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I would like to express my happiness in knowing that everyone has 
been able to welcome the New Year in good health. 

Last March, I was elected mayor of Urayasu City. I was able to assume 
this office thanks to the support and assistance of many residents. 

Immediately after assuming office, I started working on making 
decisions in accordance with my policy pledge of continuation 
and reform. Without disrupting the f low of work the previous city 
administration has arranged, I have been reviewing our city policies and 
projects. I am also cooperating with Chiba Prefecture and the national 
government to develop a city in which all city residents play a starring 
role, with a vision of Urayasu a decade or two from now in mind.

Construction on the Chiba University Hospital Urayasu Rehabilitation 
Center Joto Towakai Urayasu Hospital (provisional name) will begin in 
the Takasu district this year. Our city managed to outbid other candidates 
for this rehabilitation and palliative care institution.

We will also be implementing many policies and projects to ensure 
that our residents can live better lives. That includes the establishment 
of a third route for the Osampo Bus that connects the Shinmachi area 
to the Motomachi area, which residents have requested; consideration 

of a children’s library that will promote reading 
activities for children; expansion of the park golf 
area of Takasu Seaside Park, which everyone from 
children to the elderly can enjoy; and construction 
of Urayasu Park, the only large park in the Motomachi area that will also 
serve as a crisis management location during a disaster.

We will speed up the process for recovery activities related to the Great 
East Japan Earthquake by implementing land surveys and repairing 
residential roads.

Concerning the policy pledges that I manifested during my election 
campaign, along with the policies and projects that I have been reviewing 
last year, I’m going to include all of these issues in the three-year action 
plan starting from FY2018 and will make every effort to realize them, 
leading to the creation of a new comprehensive plan that will become the 
guideline of future city development.

To conclude this New Year greeting, I would like to express once again 
my heartfelt wishes that 2018 will be a wonderful year full of hope and 
good cheer for everyone.

Happy New Year! Etsushi Uchida, Mayor of Urayasu City

http://www.city.urayasu.lg.jp
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Population: 167,809
Male: 82,489

Female: 85,320
Households: 78,533

Foreign Residents: 3,786
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✿ September
  8: The Late Yoshio 

Kumagawa Chosen as 
the First “Distinguished 
Citizen of Urayasu City”

 Former Urayasu mayor 
Yoshio Kumagawa 
(deceased) was chosen 
as the first “Distinguished 
Citizen of Urayasu City” by 
the city assembly, and a 
ceremony was held in his 
honor on November 3.

✿ October
29: Urayasu Hayashi Preservation Association, 

70th Anniversary Performance
 The Urayasu Hayashi Preservation Association, 

which was established with the goal of passing on 
its tradition of “Urayasu Hayashi” (a type of musical 
performance, along with being a non-tangible 
folk cultural asset of Urayasu City) on to the next 
generation, celebrated its 70th anniversary and gave 
a commemorative performance. 

✿ November
11: Disaster Prevention Town Development 

Workshop
 A workshop was held for the Chuo districts of 

Horie and Nekozane—which have some issues 
regarding their residential environment and disaster 
prevention—to promote town development that is 
resistant to disasters. The workshop will continue in 
the future.

✿ December
Starting December 1: New Mothers Returning to 

Urayasu for Childbirth Can Also Use the City’s 
Post-Childbirth Care Programs

 Urayasu has post-childbirth care programs to help 
soothe the minds and bodies of mothers after 
childbirth. Mothers who will be returning from 
another municipality to Urayasu for childbirth can 
now also use these programs. This is a measure 
unique nationally, and it aims to support childrearing 
nuclear families and households in Urayasu that 
transfer locations often.

✿ January
  9: Coming-of-Age Ceremony at Tokyo Disneyland
 With the main theme of “Who will you send words of 

appreciation to?” 1,959 new adults were recognized 
in this year’s Coming-of-Age Ceremony.

✿ February
16: Tag Rugby Experience
 Professional rugby players from the NTT Shining 

Arcs and other teams taught children the joys of tag 
rugby at Minami Elementary School.

✿ March
27: Mayor Etsushi Uchida Inaugurated
 Urayasu inaugurated a new mayor for the first time 

in more than 18 years. On March 28, Mayor Uchida 
received a big round of applause as he arrived at his 
office for the first time.

✿ April
  1: Sports Park Baseball Field Opens
  8: Urayasu City Concert Hall Opens
 In commemoration of the opening, an official Eastern 

League baseball game was held at Sports Park 
Baseball Field, and, at Urayasu City Concert Hall, a 

commemorative performance 
by Ikuyo Nakamichi—who 
was involved in the selection 
of the hall’s piano—was held.
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Events in the City in 2017
✿ May

27: Suijin Festival Held for the First Time in 20 Years
 When Urayasu was still a fishing village, the Suijin 

Festival was held every year to wish for the safety 
of the fishermen and for a good catch. With the 
desire to revive the city’s traditional culture, it was 
celebrated for the first time in 20 years.

✿ June
25: The Tokyo 2020 Medal 

Project Starts at 
Environment Fair

 East Katsushika Branch 
Firefighting Competition 
Held in Urayasu

 A competition between 
fire brigades from the nine cities under the East 
Katsushika Branch was held in Sports Park Track 
and Field Stadium. The teams were judged on basic 
firefighting techniques and teamwork.

✿ July
31: Agreement on the Support for Hairdressing 

Businesses in Regards to Health and Hygiene 
in Times of Disaster”

 In order to improve the 
daily hygiene of affected 
people during disasters 
and to revitalize the 
area, Urayasu signed 
an agreement with the 
Prefectural Hairdressing 
Guild Bayside Katsunan 
Branch.

✿ August
26–30: UK National Wheelchair Basketball Team 

Holds Camp in Urayasu
 During the camp, the UK team held a public practice 

match with the Japanese national team, and also 
had exchanges with 
students participating in 
the Hometown Urayasu 
Risshi program.



Changes to Individual Resident Tax in FY2018

Inquiries: Residential Tax Section, Tel: 712-6212.

☞	Amendment to salary income deduction (reduction of the maximum amount)

With the tax reform of FY2014, the income for which the maximum amount of salary income deduction is applied will be lowered from ¥12 million to ¥10 million. In 
addition, the maximum amount of salary income deduction will be lowered from ¥2.3 million to ¥2.2 million.

☞	Establishment of a self-medication taxation system (special exemption for medical expenses deduction)

This new system was established as a special measure for existing medical expense 
deductions, from the viewpoint of promoting the substitution of pharmaceutical drugs 
under appropriate health management. This is for individuals who are engaged in 
certain measures to maintain their own health and/or prevent diseases, and whose 
total expenses for over-the-counter medicine that used to be prescription-only for 
themselves or family members in the same household exceed ¥12,000 per year 
(deductible limit of ¥88,000). Individuals who use this special deduction are ineligible 
for conventional medical expense deductions. You cannot switch the deduction after 
applying. The requirements for the deduction are as follows: 

1. Calculation of the deduction amount
(1) Total cost of the Rx-to-OTC switch pharmaceuticals 
(2) Amount to be compensated by insurance claims, etc.
(3) ¥12,000
[(1) – (2)] – (3) = Deductible amount for this special case (deductible limit of ¥88,000)

2. Who can apply
Residents engaged in the following as a means to maintain health and/or 

prevent diseases in the year they wish to apply for this deduction:
● Special health checkups ● Vaccinations ● Regular health checkups ● General 
health checkups ● Cancer checkups

3. Documents to be submitted
Instead of a regular receipt, it is necessary to attach the results of the applicable 

measures, as well as a detailed statement. Please note that detailed statements 
for this new system and the conventional deductions are different.

With the conventional medical expenses deduction, applicants can omit 
detailed statements (not applicable for the self-medication system) by attaching 
an expenses notice issued from medical insurers. As a transitional measure, it is 
also possible to attach or present receipts, such as those from medical expenses 
in your tax returns, for the 2017–2019 calendar years. Receipts such as those from 
medical expenses need to be retained for five years. Tax offices may ask you to 
submit certain receipts concerning medical expenses to confirm your detailed 
statement. For details, please visit the website of the National Tax Agency or the 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.

Bicycle parking lots with designated parking spaces

Parking lot Floor Vehicle 
type

Monthly fees Application reception hoursAdults High school students or younger
Urayasu 
resident Non-resident Urayasu 

resident Non-resident Mon. to Sat. Sun. and national 
holidays

Urayasu 
Station

No. 1 3F Bicycle ¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080
5 a.m. to 12 midnight
(5 a.m. to 10 p.m. on 

Saturdays)

7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
No. 2 1F Bicycle ¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.2F ¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080

Shin-
Urayasu 
Station

No. 1
1F

Bicycle 
¥1,830 ¥2,290 ¥1,220 ¥1,520 6 a.m. to 12 midnight 

(6 a.m. to 10 p.m. on 
Saturdays)2F ¥1,620 ¥2,020 ¥1,080 ¥1,350

No. 4 3F Bicycle ¥1,290 ¥1,620 ¥860 ¥1,080 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
No. 5 1F Bicycle ¥1,830 ¥2,290 ¥1,220 ¥1,520 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Usage fees (Usage categories)

Bicycle parking lots without designated parking spaces

Parking lot Vehicle type

Monthly fees Application reception hoursAdults High school students or younger
Urayasu 
resident Non-resident Urayasu 

resident Non-resident Mon. to Sat. Sun. and national 
holidays

Urayasu 
Station

No. 3 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010
No. 4 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Application not acceptedNo. 5 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 Apply at Parking Lot No. 4

No. 7 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010
No. 8 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600 Apply at Parking Lot No. 2 Application not accepted

No. 9 Bicycle
1F (Rack) ¥480 ¥600 ¥320 ¥400

6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Ground ¥480 ¥600 ¥320 ¥400
2F (Rack) ¥400 ¥500 ¥250 ¥310

Moped ¥810 ¥1,010 ¥540 ¥670
No. 13 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600

Shin-
Urayasu 
Station

No. 2 Bicycle ¥480 ¥600 ¥320 ¥400

6 a.m. to 7 p.m.No. 3 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

No. 8 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
No. 10 Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

Maihama 
Station

No. 1 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
6 a.m. to 7 p.m.No. 2 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600

Moped ¥1,210 ¥1,510 ¥810 ¥1,010

No. 3 Bicycle ¥720 ¥910 ¥480 ¥600
6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

(6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Saturdays)

Application for the Long-term Use of City Bicycle Parking Lots from April 2018
We will be accepting applications for long-term 

use of city bicycle parking lots from April. Please 
apply as follows if you wish to use these lots. Please 
note that even if you are currently using a lot, the 
usage permission does not automatically update. If 
you are a current user, please apply within the time 
period stated if you wish to continue using your 
parking space after April.

Notes:
1. Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 6 will not be accepting applications for usage in 2018 due to public work projects occurring in the vicinity.
2. Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 14 will be closed at the end of March.
3. Due to the closing of Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 14, Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 4 has been expanded.
4. Extra parking space has been added to the 1st floor of Urayasu Station Bicycle Parking Lot No. 9.

Application
When filing an application, you must attach or show some 
form of public identification.

● Preliminary recruiting
Reception period: January 10 (Wed.) to 31 (Wed.) 
Application procedures: Apply online or fill out an 
application form.
Announcement of the results: Notification will be sent 
by e-mail or mail in mid-February.
Payment period: Payment must be made no later than 
February 28 (Wed.).

● Secondary recruiting
Vacancy announcement: March 5 (Mon.), 9 a.m. (posted 
on the official website and at each bicycle parking lot)
Eligibility:
• Those who were not accepted (unapproved) in the 

preliminaries 
•  Those who did not apply for the preliminaries
Reception period: March 5 (Mon.) to 10 (Sat.) 
Application procedures: Online applications only
Announcement of the results: Notification will be sent 
by e-mail in mid-March.
Payment period: Payment must be made no later than 
March 31 (Sat.).
■ Online applications
• Lottery results will be announced via e-mail.
• Payment can be made by credit card or at convenience 

stores.
■ Paper applications
• Lottery results will be announced by mail.
• Payment must be made with the payment slip at convenience 

stores. Payment cannot be made via bank transfer.
Inquiries: Urayasu Foundation, Tel: 355-8321 
(Traffic Safety Section)

◆ The collection dates for “noncombustible garbage and hazardous garbage” for the 
Nekozane, Todaijima, and Kitazakae areas are January 9 (Tue.) and 23 (Tue.).

◆ The collection dates for “noncombustible garbage and hazardous garbage” for the Horie, 
Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama, and Tekkodori 3-chome areas are January 10 (Wed.) and 24 
(Wed.).

◆ The collection dates for “bottles, cans and plastic PET bottles” for the Kairaku, Mihama, 
Irifune, Hinode, and Akemi areas start from January 11 (Thu.). There is no collection on 
January 4 (Thu.).

Please note that the collection 
dates for “noncombustible garbage 
and hazardous garbage” and 
“recyclables (bottles, cans and 
plastic PET bottles)” are different 
from normal schedules at some 
districts during the New Year period. Inquiries: Garbage-Free Section, Tel: 712-6467

Collection of Garbage for the New Year Period
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■ Recruiting Tenants for 
Chiba Prefectural Housing 
for January 2018
To apply: File an application form (available 
at the Housing Affairs Section [Urayasu 
City Hall 3F] and city administration 
of f ices; on Saturdays , Sundays , and 
national holidays and during nonbusiness 
hours, available at the Urayasu City Hall 
Central Administration Office [Urayasu 
City Hall 1F]) with the Chiba Prefecture 
Publ ic Hous ing Corpor at ion (1-16 
Sakaecho, Chuo-ku, Chiba City, 260-
0016) by mail by January 1 (Mon.; must be 
postmarked by this date).
Note: For more information, please visit 
the Chiba Prefecture Public Housing 
Corporation website (http://www.chiba 
-kousya.or.jp/).
Inquiries: Chiba Prefecture Public Housing 
Corporation Recruiting Section, Tel: 043-
222-9200
(Housing Affairs Section)

■ Enhanced Convenience 
for Administrative 
Procedures Through the 
My Number System

Urayasu has begun information sharing 
with other municipalities through the 
My Number system. As a result, certain 
required documents issued by other 
municipalities—such as tax certificates—

can be omit ted when car r y ing out 
administrative procedures. This system 
covers administrative procedures such 
as for the imposition and collection of 
city tax, and public financial assistance for 
everyday living for foreigners. For details, 
please visit the city website.
Inquiries: General Affairs Section, Tel: 
712-6121

■ Youth Center New 
Year’s Party: Playing 
Traditional Games at the 
Beginning of the New Year!
Date and time: January 6 (Sat.), 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.
Location: Youth Center
Eligibility: Elementary school students 
up to people aged 22, and their parents/
guardians
Program: Making and flying Japanese kites 
(limited to 20 people on a f irst-come, 

f irst-served basis), playing traditional 
games and enjoying freshly made mochi 
rice cakes.
Note: No applications are required; simply 
come to the site on the day of the event. 
Come to the venue directly between 9:45 
to 10:30 a.m. for the kite-making. Mochi 
will be served while supplies last.
Inquires: Youth Center, Tel: 700-6203
(Youth Section)

■ Fire Brigade Dezome-shiki 
New Year’s Ceremony 2018 
Date, time and program: January 7 (Sun.)
Par t 1 (from 9:30 a.m.): Ceremony and 
present a t ion of  commendat ions to 
contributing firefighters
Par t 2 (from 10:30 a .m.): Firef ighting 
per formances, per formance of Higashi 
Elementary School brass band, youth fire 
brigade first-aid drills, national performances 
of the Youth Fire Prevention Club, fire truck 
operation, fire brigade indoor fire hydrant 
operation demonstration for workplace fire 

safety, and f ire department rescue team 
training
Note: In the event of ra in , only the 
ceremony will be held, from 10 a.m., at the 
Higashi Elementary School gymnasium.
Location: Higashi Elementar y School 
schoolyard
Inquiries: General Affairs Section, Fire 
Department Headquarters, Tel: 304-0142

■ Making postcards
Date and time: January 13 (Sat.), 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m.
Location: Venous Plaza
What to bring: One used milk car ton 
container
Note: No applications are required; simply 
come to the site on the day of the event.
Inquiries: Venous Plaza, Tel: 382-8787

■ Jacob Koller New Year 
Concert 2018: Cinematic 
Piano Adventure
Date and time: January 27 (Sat.), 3 to 5 
p.m. (doors open at 2:30 p.m.)
Location: Culture Hall
Fee: ¥2,000 (for Sakura Mate members: 
¥1,800; for high school students and 
younger: ¥1,000)
Note: Tickets are on sale at Culture Hall 
and Shimin Plaza
Inquiries: Culture Hall, Tel: 353-1121
(Lifelong Learning Section)

●Recyclable Waste Disposal Schedule for January

Collection Area Bottles/Cans/
PET plastic bottles

Newspapers/
Magazines

Nekozane, Kitazakae, Todaijima Every Tue. Every Mon.

Horie, Higashino, Fujimi, Maihama Every Wed. Every Sat.

Kairaku, Mihama, Irifune, Hinode, Akemi Every Thu. Every Mon.

Tomioka, Imagawa, Benten, Tekkodori, Takasu, Minato, Chidori Every Fri. Every Sat.

* Please put out your garbage between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. It is against the rules to put it out earlier or later than this 
designated time as it could become a nuisance in your neighborhood.

* Bulky items will be collected separately on request by phone. Call the Bulky Items Reception Center,  305-4000. 
 For inquiries, contact the Garbage-Free Section.

(ext. 14108)

(Urayasu City Hall 3F)

O-kanke 

Date and time: 
February 11 (Sun.), 1:30 to 2:15 p.m.
Eligibility: Thirty elementary school students and 
above, on a first-come, first-served basis
Program: This is a traditional winter event, where 
participating children visit neighborhood homes 
as they sing songs.
Application: Please call (Tel: 305-4300) or visit 
the Folk Museum from January 11 (Thu.). 

Date and time: 
January 28 (Sun.), 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Capacity: 100 people on a first-come, first-
served basis
Note: Beans will be distributed on the day 
of the event, starting at 1:30 p.m. As there is 
a limitation on the amount of beans that can 
be provided, participants are welcome to 
bring their own beans.

Date and time: 
February 11 (Sun.), 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Program: Performance of the satokagura dance 
Kitsune no mochi-tsuki (Fox making rice cakes) by 
the Urayasu Hayashi Preservation Association
Note: No applications are required; simply come 
to the site on the day of the event.

Hatsu-uma 
festival 

Mamemaki (bean throwing)

Date and time: 
February 3 (Sat.), 9 to 11 a.m.
Program: Raw seaweed is pounded, spread and 
dried to make nori. Participants can bring home about 
three sheets of nori. 
Eligibility: Third grade elementary school students 
and over (first and second grade elementary students 
can participate if accompanied by a guardian), limited 
to 20 people on a first-come, first-served basis
Fee: ¥100 
Application: Please call (Tel: 305-4300) or visit the 
Folk Museum from January 4 (Thu.).

Seaweed Harvesting 
Experience

Inquiries: Folk MuseumTraditional Winter Events 
at Folk Museum




